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City “Overcharged” Home Sellers at Least $171,924
Story and opinion by Greg Karraker

(Cotati, CA) - In a recent story, The Press
Democrat reported that the cities of Sebastopol, Cloverdale, and Cotati have been charging home sellers a transfer tax nearly three
times larger than legally allowed by law.
When you sell a home, the County imposes
a transfer tax of $1.10 per $1,000, and Cotati
is legally owed 55 cents per $1,000 of that
charge. But for years, they have been illegally

charging home sellers $3.00 per $1,000. On
the sale of a $300,000 home, that amounts to
a $900 fee, $570 of which was taken illegally. And those charges have piled up. Over
the past five years, Cotati collected $271,459,
and $171,924 of that was illegal. But that is
only for the past five years. Evidently, this
has been going on even longer.
-Continued on page 9

Cotati’s New Mayor Off to Shaky Start
Story by staff reporters. Photos by George Barich

Design Review Committee Meeting, February 2, 2012

Design Review Board Turns Back
on Small Business Owner
Story, photo, and opinion by Greg Karraker

Picture yourself in this odd position. You’re you would think, but not in Cotati.
a businessperson who operates a gas station
I couldn’t believe what I was watchand convenience store in Cotati, and it’s doing
ing. It was as if this committee of unwell.
elected twerps was saying ‘You two
In fact, you have a number of gas stations in
Northern California, so you’re a successful
business people sit in the back of the
guy who knows how to keep customers comconference room while we big people
ing back. You’ve even made your daughter an
up here at the table decide whether
important part of the business. In other words, or not you can paint your little store. “
you own the sort of business the recently hired
“Cotati Community Development Director.” is
supposed to attract to Cotati.
Cotati is one of those cities where dealing
After a few years of running a model business in Cotati, paying your taxes and making with city planners is like being nibbled to
death by ducks.
customers happy, you decide it’s time to repaint your store and put a new sign above the
-Continued on Page 6
door. In most cities, that would be simple,

City Hall Ignores City Sign
Ordinance Violations
Newly appointed Mayor Susan Harvey
Cotati, CA) - With less than two months
under her belt, Cotati’s new appointed mayor,
Susan Harvey ,has stunned many in the community by her silence regarding ongoing citizen complaints and her failure to address any
constructive criticism from the audience.
Harvey lives so close to some of her colleagues on the city council they can practically
pass cups of sugar to one another through their
kitchen windows. Harvey has repeatedly been
asked by citizens to investigate eyewitness
accounts that Cotati’s Planning Commissioner
Neil Hancock yelled “I hate you Americans”
at a public planning workshop in Santa Rosa,
shocking onlookers. Apparently Harvey is
following in the footsteps of Janet Orchard.
The story was reported last month, and the
mayor has repeatedly been asked to look into
this matter as a gross violation of Cotati’s Eth-

ics Code for city council members and their
appointees.
Hancock’s hateful remark was apparently a
reaction to the majority of taxpayers and
stakeholders in the room who simply voiced
their opposition to the $63 million One Bay
Area regional planning debacle .
-Continued on Page 9

Neil Hancock

Flood of yellow yard signs in the
neighborhoods given a free pass for now
Story and photos by George Barich

(Cotati, CA) Hundreds of NO ROUNDABOUT yard signs can be found in front of
homes and businesses throughout the city.
However, all these signs are in clear violation of Cotati’s sign ordinance 17.38.040.
The law that prohibits these types of political
signs as visual blight is usually strictly enforced. But City Hall appears to be looking
the other way, at least for now, as part of
their selective code enforcement policy City
Hall has become so famous for
So, why is the city looking the other way
since Cotati’s sign ordinance is a powerful
political tool city officials and city staffers
have traditionally used to attempt to silence
their critics? Could it be there are no citizen

complaints, or is the city is rethinking its
position on this issue? Are city officials and
city staff just politically paralyzed to act, or
just too lazy to enforce the law?
According to Kathryn Wickstrom of Cotati
who actively attends city council meetings,
“Just last week, I was on the Cotati exit off
101 South, and traffic was backed up forever
because Caltrans had temporarily cut the exit
down to one lanes. This created a horrible
traffic jam. And we’re supposed to think that
cutting Old Red down to one lane each way
won’t create a mess that nobody wants to
drive through anymore?”
-Continued Page 9

Every Cotati Household Taxed $789
for Useless City Planning Documents

Controversy continues over the use of electronic
communication devices during public meetings

Story and commentary by Greg Karraker

Story, photos, and commentary by George Barich

(Cotati, CA) - Recently, the City’spet project, the highly controversial “Village Main
Street Plan” met with three major setbacks:
First was the pending elimination of State
Redevelopment funds that were needed to
pay for this wildly unpopular idea. Second
was the success of the grassroots No Roundabout campaign, which has easily gathered
enough signatures to leave its fate up to the
voters. Third was the news that just the plans
to revise the Million dollar Downtown Specific Plan for this little stretch of Old Redwood Highway had already cost another
$516,000. Of course, these latest plans are
for a traffic–choking scheme that will never
be shovel-ready.
Commenting on this most recent waste of
your tax money, recently-appointed Mayor
Susan Harvey told The Press Democrat,
“Designs may have to sit there until we figure out a way to fund them. You have that
work done and when you have the funds you
can move forward with it.”
Of course, this kind of waste is a wellestablished tradition at Cotati City Hall and is

a large reason why the budget has no reserve
money left. City Hall seems to be addicted to
paying outside consultants to create documents that sit on the shelf Unfortunately,
that incurable condition involves money that
could be spent on you, your family, your
neighbors, your pets, or your city’s crumbling infrastructure.
So let’s add up the damage: The first huge
waste of your money was the Downtown
Specific Plan, a bloated planning document
adopted by a 4 to 1 vote of the city council
(Only Councilman George Barich voted No.)
This plan aims to “translate the community
vision for the specific plan area into goals,
policies, regulations and standards that
guide daily decisions for the plan area over
its 20 year planning horizon.” Yak, yak,
yak. 132 pages of yak, to be exact.
In simple English, your City Council spent
over $900,000 trying to predict the future by
dictating it.

(Cotati, CA) - From laptop computers, to
smart phones and iPads, it seems like everyone is using them these days. But elected officials’ use of them during open government
proceedings, which are subject to open meeting laws, run the risk of abuse and breaking
open meeting laws because all such information is to be made public at all times.
Open meeting laws, such as The Brown
Act , prohibit government officials from communicating with each other, or with anyone
outside of public view during such meetings
because of the public’s legal right to know.

-Continued on Page 9

In 2010, Cotati citizens asked the late Mayor
Bob Coleman (left and above) to ensure the
public that he was not in fact communicating
with others on his laptop computer, but he
refused to comment. When we brought this
legal issue to the attention of Coleman and the
City Attorney, the councilman at the time ignored the City Attorney’s advice and defied
the public’s requests to please obey the spirit
of the law. A complaint was filed, and the
District Attorney’s Office advised us to take
photographs of the ongoing violations. When
photographs were attempted from behind the
dais, Coleman repeatedly attempted to shield
his face from view. -Continued on Page 8
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Business & Professional Directory

RICH THE HANDYMAN
No Job Too Small * Cotati *
707707-328328-7759

Friendly Atmosphere & Best People in Town
8 Charles Street, Cotati.

Adopt a Neighborhood and get
your neighbors a free copy of The
Cotati Independent courtesy of
your kindness.
Only $25/month.
Call 795-4121 today !
Sonoma Maintenance, Construction
& Repair

Have Tools,
All phases of home
repair

Will Travel.
and commercial
Call
Phil De Nardo

Protecting your
investment since
1984

707707-795795-0295

* Free Estimates *

SPASPA-LAND.com
7950 Redwood Drive Suite 31
Cotati, CA 707-795-9400

Hey! Is there a liberal in the house?
Thank goodness for chocolate and vanilla, two distinct flavors that can stand on their own or can go nicely
with one another. Without variety, life would be pretty
boring, no? The same goes for newspapers that cater to
diverse points of view. People have told me that there
should be more columns in this newspaper written by
liberals, or progressives who think we just can’t get
enough government in our lives, just can’t be taxed
enough, that our borders should be torn down, and the
English language should get no preferential treatment
from our government, etc.
Trust me when I say I have been begging liberals to
contribute some of their intellect to this publication
since the first edition was published last August. The
problem is that it’s getting hard to find liberals in Cotati
who are willing to defend what is becoming an indefensible position. Maybe they think this newspaper has no
staying power and might simply go away. Maybe liberals don’t want to see diversity of thought in Cotati
newspapers.
Nevertheless, I have asked a few liberals in Cotati to
write articles for this newspaper, but they have either
flatly refused, don’t know how to write an article, don’t
have the time, or simply have not taken my offers seriously. This newspaper could stand to contain more
opinions from the left, and I will throw the offer out
again. We’ll keep trying to find interesting writers to
provide content that leans to the left. In the meantime,
let’s talk about some progressives who will stand up
and be counted in this monthly newspaper.
I want to thank Eric Kirchmann of Cotati, a registered
Democrat, who writes for this newspaper as often as he
is able to. Unlike Kirchmann, I am a moderate independent that leans to the left on many social issues and
leans to the right on fiscal matters, liberty, and strict
adherence to the U.S Constitution. But Eric and I both
share a natural distrust of government at all levels and
hold whistleblowers in high regard. Eric has lived in
Cotati for almost three decades and has followed City
Hall closely. Eric has repeatedly assured me that he
publicly admits to anyone who is willing to listen that
“...although George Barich is in fact a horse’s ass,
George is far from being the biggest horse’s ass in Cotati…” How can you not love a guy like that who can
be brutally honest with you while standing within striking distance?
I also want to thank Rancho Adobe Fire Chief Frank
Treanor, another big tax and spender of other people’s
money who has again written a column in this month’s
edition as to why our fire district again needs more
money, and why our fire department deserves it. Frank
is one of the best cheerleaders a fire department could
ask for. Not bad for a guy who came to Cotati as a temporary fire chief and to date hasn’t expressed an “exit
strategy”. Chief Treanor has never seen a tax increase
for the fire department he didn’t like, and he makes a
compelling case for socking us all with higher taxes.
The chief will surely have his work cut out for himself
trying to sell higher taxes during the worst economic
climate many of us have experience in our lifetimes.
If you are a paid firefighter in town, your paycheck
hasn’t been affected one penny by this recession. In
fact, your buying power increased! Maybe someone
can explain why firefighters have been spared the pain
of pay cuts, but none of them seem to want to return my
emails or make their case for public consumption.
Since you must know, the developers of Santero Way
in Cotati got off scot-free by building all those housing
units with inadequate parking without having to build
any of the required commercial elements of the project… another gift to the developers. How are all those
train rides to San Rafael workin’ for ya?
Since you must know, It’s easy to balance a city
budget when you eliminate the Cotati Recreation Department, refuse to replace police officers who have
gone out on disability, and you refuse to fill the potholes or open the bathrooms at the city parks.
Since you must know, Cotati has decided to take the
federal funds and install not one, but three electric
charging stations at City Hall and plans to get into, get
this, the business of selling electricity to you when you
stop by for a fill up. The city doesn’t even have any
plans to buy an electric golf cart, and knowing how impractical electric cars are, bought the City Manager a
new gasoline powered Toyota Prius. pouring more salt
into the wound. Councilwoman Pat Gilardi stated that
she feels the community wants her to take federal
money for such projects and knows who butters her
bread. If City Councilman John Dell’Osso has a fiscal
conservative bone in his body, (he admits to finding one
from time to time) he would have voted that attempting
to create a market for electric vehicles at City Hall,
which is only open for business four days a week is
Cotati weirdness at its best.
Since you must know, has anyone heard of a charity
event for Cotati police officer Jason Yarnell who went
out on permanent disability after suffering a severe injury to his hand and can no longer use a gun? This
newspaper has made two unsuccessful attempts to find

Former Cotati City Councilman
George Barich

“Just My Two Cents”
out, I assure you. This revolving door at our police department can be a brutal piece of human machinery.
And where is “The Rooster”? San Francisco retired
police officer Dan Murphy (aka The Rooster), who has
resided just outside Cotati for decades, was hired by the
Cotati Police Chief Susan Jones at a fraction of what it
costs to fund our other police officers. Murphy brought
36 years of on-the-street experience to Cotati and is a
hell of a nice guy. What’s going on Chief Parrish? Retired police officers wanting to come back to work for a
hell of a lot less than what you normally pay can help
bring your costs down. What gives here?
And what in the world is with this website:
www.transitioncotati.org? Who are these people? And
why are they refusing to take any new members who
publish newspapers? Every time I try to join the group
to investigate, my request gets kicked back saying they
are not taking any new members at this time.
Hmmmmmm? Whatzup with that? Maybe they have it
all figured out all by themselves. The website claims,
“The Transition approach empowers Cotati to squarely
face the challenges of economic turmoil, climate
change, and a shifting energy landscape. We are working together as a community to find answers to this momentous question”. Working together? Where are they
working? With who? Sounds like a bunch of crap by
people looking for more free grant money to dictate to
the rest of us how to live our lives.
Look, I say if you want to change the world and do
something constructive, grab a broom or a rake and start
cleaning up the downtown and our city parks. Grab a
bucket of soapy water and clean the street signs that are
filthy and haven’t been cleaned in decades. Go out and
pick up after the lazy pet owners who won’t pick up
after their pets and try to make a difference. Call the
fire department and ask them what you can do to repaint
the fire station that has paint and wood falling off the
building while the guys inside make over $100K a year.
The Transitioncotati.org website claims “We envision
a vibrant and diverse local economy, a dramatically
reduced reliance on fossil fuels, and a rich community
life.” Who made these people the dictators of our lives,
how we live, how we use fossil fuels, and what a rich
community life should look like? These people kill me
with their bull crap and self righteous indignation for
anyone who disagrees with them. They have no right;
they have no authority, while they spew this ecofriendly babble while excluding people who will bring
the truth of what they are doing to the surface for all to
see.
These people have an agenda to get us out of cars,
into high rise, stack and pack housing, living on narrow
streets, and punishing us to walk, bicycle, and take public transportation as a way of life. It’s ridiculous.
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ALL of the ideas, not to stifle the public from giving
input. A mayor should simply ask for a show of hands to
see how many citizens would like to speak. Once that is
determined, you can handle it in one of two ways.

John Stossel’s favorite line comes to mind whenever attending Cotati city council meetings. “Give me a break!”
So, what did the wonderful whack jobs whip up for us
this time?: the supposed spontaneous election, promotion, appointment of Susan Harvey to the mayor’s position.

If you can’t convince the public to have a spokesman for
proponents and opponents, then you instruct the audience
to be non-repetitive to the point of simply saying they
agree with a previous speaker if they have nothing salient
to add. If it is an emotional topic where you want people
to have the opportunity to sound off, then you call for a
special meeting to address the issue. This shouldn’t happen all that often as there is usually plenty of time during
one meeting to address two or three such topics. That is
if you truly want to hear from both sides and their arguments.

In your town this probably doesn’t mean a whole lot to
you as you would rather spend your time either figuring
out how to save the planet according to the illogic of all
of the environmental scams of the day, or wondering
where you will be picking up some herb. For those of us
who actually follow government and know how it is supposed to work, as opposed to how its actually works, this
is a large problem as there is no transparency but rather
the appearance of backroom collusion.

Perhaps therein lies the crux of the problem. None of
these clowns on the current council want to hear anything
but what staff tells them and what agrees with the direction in which they want to proceed. This is tantamount to
a dictatorship. You have to wonder how these people
aren’t called out and exposed. Oh, that’s right. That is
what you are reading here. Councilman George Barich
challenged your city council on occasion to his credit,
and look how you thanked him.

How is it that Ms. Harvey, who should have had no clue
that she was going to receive the position, had a prepared
acceptance speech all ready to go? It is not a problem for
Harvey to have been told by ONE other council person
that she was in line unless this was discussed during a
public meeting. That one other person could not talk to
any other council person nor could Harvey.

Maybe you all like the idea of “roundabouts” choking the
traffic flow through your “Northern Gateway”. A steady
stream of traffic is usually wanted by businesses to bring
in customers. Maybe your council in their infinite wisdom could close down the street entirely and turn it into a
pedestrian shopping mall. That wouldn’t work, though,
as there won’t be anywhere to park and malls are known
for their huge parking lots.

Guest Editorial by Michael Ceremello

That would be a violation of The Brown Act and is
termed a serial meeting. However, since your county
District Attorney doesn’t even understand The Brown
Act, or its intent well enough to be concerned with prosecuting obvious violations of the law, such as when the
late Robert Coleman-Senghor refused to allow public
discussion of a consent calendar item on your massage
parlor ordinance, it is no wonder that your council is not
responsive to those of us in the public who know better.
Let’s not stop there, nor just put the onus on Susan as
there is plenty of blame to be spread around. You have
two individuals in Pat Gilardi and Janet Orchard who
should know how to run a meeting after all the years of
disservice they have provided to you. The law, The
Brown Act again, states that time limits for speaking may
be set to some reasonable amount of time. Three minutes
only applies when there are a number of speakers, such
as during public comment, and only if it is apparent that
many want to address the body.
The problem with the closed little group you have in Cotati, and now Mark Landman and Susan Harvey are part
of this group, is that they indoctrinate each other and the
new participants, which Landman and Harvey recently
were, into their program as to what is acceptable in dealing with members of the public. This goes beyond controlling the meeting. It is a version of elitism where the
servant has become the master by benefit of election.
How soon they forget from whence they came.
So when an individual wants to speak at a public meeting
of the city council, how should he or she be treated?
First, there is no legal requirement to fill out any card
identifying yourself. A simple request from the audience
should be honored. By the way, that is the law too.
If the mayor figures that a number of people will be
speaking over a contentious issue, the idea is to hear

Who deserves the
credit for what’s right
about Cotati?
By Eric Kirchmann
Cotati

Let's not lose focus. There are many good things
about Cotati. Many people feel that it is easy to complain, and that anyone who points out the obvious is a
crackpot or simply negative.
Some of us have lived here many years and recall
when the first stage in La Plaza park was built by two
artists so they could have dancing in the park. They
added benches and murals and created art of all types.
The first statue was of Chief Kotate. Now it costs
money and there are restrictions to people dancing in
the park. Now there is a city constructed stage, bathroom and even playground. Now, artists are contracted and paid and come from outside Cotati and
their work shows this disconnect.
Cotati has parks, but it claims it can't afford to open
all the park restrooms. The city bought a small ranch
across the street from City Hall for four million dollars and have no plans for its use. Sheep once kept
the grass down, now there are no sheep and the land
simply sits not at all like what was once there.
There seems to be a legacy of things being bought
by the city and left fallow. We will be paying for the
Cotati Police Station for the next twenty years and
have enough solar to recharge other people’s cars.
The city charges a great deal for any business to even
consider coming here. I see far more Solar in other
cities and they even bother to refuse smart meters, but
not little small town Cotati.
It should be easy for the City Manager every year to
publish what was accomplished and at what cost. I
know the city bought property at 80 George Street
with no plans, and it sits waiting, perhaps for a roundabout or some other legacy project.
There are big plans for the Northern Gateway of the
city but they are now as hazy as Mr. Thiesen's bankruptcy. Red’s Recovery Room, the old bar on the
west side, lies dormant and one has to wonder what
will ever be built around Lowe's and is Lowe's going

Rather than talk about the roundabouts, because obviously, the town is torn on the issue, your council is simply marching ahead despite representing the minority.
This is not how you conduct the public’s business.
Would it do any good if the public was allowed to speak
and respectfully engaged? Probably not as your council
thinks they know better than the voters who elected them
and what is beneficial for the growth of Cotati. By the
way, how’s that working out for you?
I have followed your city’s politics shortly after George
Barich was elected to the council. I got involved because
of the draconian obstructive policies your city manager
Diane Thompson was attempting to use to restrict George
from performing the duties of his office as he saw fit.
Thompson needs to run for office if she wants to play
politics. She shouldn’t be aiding one faction against a
minority of one.
So how has Cotati benefitted from your liberal progressive (regressive) majority of governmental bureaucracy
lovers over the last four years? Volunteerism has been
rejected as a solution. Funny how well that works in
small towns not shackled by control freaks embedded
into city hall. In this day and age of Obama-nomics,
where every dime of spending must be carefully thought
out, using volunteers keeps costs down and enables expansion of other services. Do you feel safe with one patrolmen on duty and one supervisor at the police station
serving Cotati? How’s your fire department doing? Not
according to your own fire chief. And you are forced to
share your fire department with outlying areas and lost
local control.
Those sitting on the dais haven’t done much other than to
get on the band wagon for the SMART train. Now even
that is being questioned because of its cost. The problem
with liberal thinking is it isn’t rooted in simple business

to stay or go?
In a city which prides itself on smallness and claims
there are no chain stores I can only ask what is Walgreen's, Peet's, Starbucks and is Burger King locally
owned and operated? Do these make Cotati unique?
There are indeed many good things happening in Cotati, but you don't hear about them at city council
meetings because there is a disconnect between us
and them; meaning our representatives and our citizens and neighbors. I rarely see our council members
or staff anywhere but City Hall, and that says a great
deal about their choices and loyalties.
They pay four million dollars for property that
could have been a gift from the woman who many
claim was going to will it to the city. They buy property with no plan of any kind. They tell our fire department what materials to use and then wonder why
the fire station in town has peeling paint for all to
see...

There are good things about Cotati, but what can
City Hall say they have done? This should be
easy. They have put in speed bumps on streets where
city planners and city council members have
lived. They redesigned Benson Lane time and again
as they have on East Cotati, not touching 150 East
Cotati because it was owned by an accountant who
now has lifetime city paid health benefits...? At least
the accountant was not part of any chain like H & R
Block- but as a councilman he had to always step out
and recuse himself due to conflict of interest...
I guess it was just dumb luck that in front of his
property there was parking while all others had to pay
and pave their own lots for customers...
Arthur Street was barricaded and blocked by yet
another council member who lives on the street and
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fact. When you are always planning on using someone
else’s money to do your “save the world” projects, you
don’t care whether they are financially feasible or not.
You have no business running a city if that is how you
think.
How do you change any of this? You can force change
through litigation. You can cite the law to the dais
dumplings. You can force the issue by refusing to abide
by their false interpretations of the rules governing their
meetings. You can speak to the issue at every council
meeting during public comment until they change.
It is hard for me to understand how my city has come so
far in an opposite direction. We don’t have speaking
time limits for citizens. None, nada, nil, and it WORKS.
While our mayor hasn’t yet figured out that he doesn’t
have to debate every individual approaching the podium
with a view opposite of his, he conducts the meetings in a
manner that anyone and everyone who wants to have a
say gets to say it. How did this come about when we had
a group just like yours to deal with a number of years
back?
We had a cooperative District Attorney who had a good
relationship with one involved community member. We
have an independent newspaper which printed the truth
and exposed what was going on in government non-stop
for 15 years. We had an individual who spoke continuously at public meetings who angered the status quo so
badly that they attempted to limit his speaking to three
minutes. He ended up suing them.
If you want change, you have to fight for it. Are the people you have on your dais “bad” per se? I would say misguided is a better term and serves its purpose of demonstrating the concept of the continuation of bad behavior.
It is like the story of the chimps who were sprayed with
water every time they attempted to climb a ladder to get
to a banana.
The chimps were conditioned to expect the cold shock
treatment. Even those not attempting to get the banana
would get hit. So whenever a chimp would approach the
ladder, the others would beat him up. Pretty soon none
would go near the ladder. The pertinent point was when
the chimps were replaced one after another. As the new
chimp would approach the ladder, he got beat up and
didn’t know why. After they all were eventually replaced, none of the chimps had ever been sprayed but all
knew not to go near the ladder but not why.
What you have in Cotati is a group of chimps who can’t
think for themselves and don’t want to. They want to
beat you up for having opposing ideas because they are
afraid they won’t get rewarded by city hall staff or the
federal government rather than stimulating Cotati’s own
economy or using its citizen’s expertise to accomplish
goals.
So, rather than attempting to convince the public that
Harvey and the others didn’t get together to plot out who
would be mayor this go round, it would be better for all
concerned if Harvey would think about her position and
whether or not her attitudes and procedures need to be
changed. It would be my distinct pleasure to demand that
I be heard without filling out a card and for more than
three minutes if the subject matter so requires. I will
even calmly and quietly wait for the mayor to call for the
police to remove me if that is the direction she wants to
go. I would suggest against that.
You and all of your simian friends just might end up on
the evening news ...

wanted to improve their investment and quality of
life.... It should be easy to list what has been accomplished these past few years and at what cost. There
must be good things to boast about without blaming
the state, the economy, or the nuts that come to council meetings. It should be easy to boast of all the
good that the Council and city has done and who they
represent and should answer to. It should be easy.
I hope that someone writes in and reminds me of
all that our council has done to make our city small,
close, safe, sustainable and ready for the future. They
talk of legacy projects; well what is their legacy? I
know this seems negative but it is the city manager
who takes credit for musical notes on the freeway
which was planned before she could even spell Cotati. She threatens in public to remove the statue of
Jim Boggio from La Plaza Park when she was the
first city manager who didn't even know his name and
called the statue of our native son and founder of the
Accordion Festival simply "The Accordion Guy".
So City Hall leaves a legacy of refusing to allow
Red's Recovery Room to reopen, seeing Redwood
Reliance and Backdoor to be boarded up, and doesn't
care if Oliver’s Market stays or goes. This is their
vision of small town living where you send businesses and jobs elsewhere and spend a half million
dollars in study to sell a roundabout scheme to
counter the Downtown Specific Plan that they paid a
million dollars for.
I know there are good things in Cotati and am waiting for Ms. Thompson to step up and take credit for
all that she has accomplished. I am waiting but I am
also growing tired of hearing why services are not
forthcoming and how broke the city is. Perhaps the
money should be spent here, jobs retained here, and
allow business to flourish not pay people to subvert
traffic flow and access to shops and businesses. We
don't need artist's renderings and simulations. We
need reality; we need to allow business to operate on
an open playing field not a dream scheme of architects and developers who come and go and get secure
city jobs after their projects have dwindled and the
real world shows them for what they are.
Stop spending, and allow the city and us citizens to
make better decisions. Let’s do business here in Cotati and every year say what has been brought to or
allowed to flourish in OUR city.
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THE COST OF FIRE PROTECTION
By Rancho Adobe Fire Chief Frank Treanor

When I became Chief at Rancho Adobe
Fire District on January 1, 2006 there
were challenges to overcome. These challenges included keeping your three fire
stations staffed 24/7/365, an unfunded
liability with PERS, 30 year old fire apparatus needing replacement, needed capital improvements (roof replacement), and
saving money for an apparatus amortization program, which is paying for apparatus using a systematic savings plan.
The economy at that time was much better than it is today.
Working together
In a spirit of working together with the
staff, we set out to tackle these challenges.
The unfunded liability for safety personnel was discussed with the Board of Directors and they wisely voted to pay it off
and save a substantial interest charge
each year. This was done during a time
when we could replace most of the funds
that were used.
The pension plan at the RAFD is 2% at
50 this is 33% less than those plans we
read about in the news. The system is
now fully funded and is pay as you go.
Next, using a creative and cooperative
staffing model, we were able to continue
operating all three fire stations 24/7 keeping response quickly available in each of
the three areas of our District, should you
need medical or fire response. The advantage of having three fire stations with
trained crews responding to a fire incident
also supports safety and efficiency for the
crews and the citizens.
In an effort to address the aging fire apparatus problem, we placed a bond measure on the ballot in 2007. The measure
missed the required 66 2/3% by just 2%.
The District was left with 30 year old apparatus, some of which did not meet current safety standards. There was also the
deferred capital improvements needed to
maintain the stations. We set out to rem-

You’re So
Vain…
(you probably think
this rant is about
you)

By Richard Geertson

They say what makes a great radio
talk show host is the ability to dialogue with one person. So, despite
Rush Limbaugh’s daily audience of
millions, he has honed his ability to
speak to each one of us, individually,
as though he was riding beside us in
the car. A few others have also mastered this skill, capturing large audiences and paychecks.
I’ll admit it; I’m a covert radio talk
show host trapped in the commonplace carcass of a service manager.
But as I learned years ago, for every
Rush Limbaugh there are thousands
of Limbaugh wanna-be’s who would
jump at the chance to do what he does
for free; and there are hundreds of
others in the radio business who will
never go beyond a meager paycheck
and gypsy’s lifestyle chasing the Limbaugh/Hannity/Beck brass ring…
As I have little tolerance for risk
and no patience for a prolonged climb
to financial solvency, I long-ago
opted out of radio and into the mundane corporate world of profits, losses
and labor management.
Perhaps this is why I have developed into a good writer; I paired my
latent radio proclivities with the ability to write to one person. Like a
good talk show host, I envision that
one person in my mind as I write: He
is a middle-aged liberal; not your
typical lukewarm Democrat...I’m
talking about a dyed-in-the-wool leftwing 1960’s radical with a seething
hatred of all things Republican and a
chronic case of Bush Derangement
Syndrome. You won’t find him occupying a dilapidated tent on Wall

edy the apparatus problem and replace
the roof at Penngrove station. We wrote
specifications for engines and water tenders. The water tenders are 2000 gallon
tankers that bring water to places in the
District where there are no hydrants. The
fire service models cost $252,000 each
and we needed to replace two of them. I
asked if we could write the specs for construction style water tankers with all the
approved safety equipment required by
the NFPA (National Fire Prevention Association) but without all the fire service
bells and whistles. We were able to get
these tankers for $126,500 each so we
effectively got two for the price of one.
One of the tankers is pictured with this
article. In order to replace the tenders
and the old engines we needed to take a
loan, which the District obtained; however
the payment comes out of money that the
District was trying to put aside for future
fire engine purchases, adversely impacting the amortization program we were
trying to establish.
The Board elected to sell two cell
phone leases and use some of the money
for the new roof on Station 2 and place
the remainder into reserves. These reserves are used to fund the District operations during the “dry period,” which is
the time between the April and December
infusions of tax revenue and this saves
the District interest since we are not required to borrow money to fund these
operations. These reserves are quickly
being depleted, however, as you will see
below.

can obtain further reductions in our property and casualty insurance for next year.
What we have been experiencing for the
last two years is that our revenue from
property taxes is decreasing as property
values decline, while our expenses remain
flat after the above 25% reduction. We
have cut as much as we can without impacting response services. Our deficit
over the last two years has been about
$250,000 per year. This is causing us to
have to rely on reserves to balance the
budget and keep the doors open 24/7.
Maintaining reserves is important because
when these funds are gone, the District
will be unable to deliver services at acceptable levels. At our current rate, these
reserves may not last through the next
fiscal year.
The trend in declining revenues and
the use of reserve funds will leave the
District with only two alternatives once
Grants
The District has been able to obtain
the reserve funds are depleted. The first
more than $350,000 in grant money to
option would be to ask for an increase in
purchase new turnout gear and a new live the current special tax to increase revefire training trailer at our Station 2. These nue. The District is currently studying an
grants are obtained through the tireless
increase that would allow us to balance
work of the District in stretching your tax our budget and save for new fire apparadollars. We could not afford these purtus. The second alternative would be to
chases without the grants.
start cutting services including staffing
levels and station closures, which will inNow and in the Future
crease response time when every second
Working together, we have been able counts.
to cut the budget for goods and services
The members of the Rancho Adobe
we use by 25% and maintained wages
Fire are proud to serve the district and
and benefits as low as humanly possible. look forward to being there in your time
We worked with our employee group to
of need.
restructure our health care plan, saving
Below is one of our 2000 gallon Waterthe District $73,000 in the first year. We tenders that we were able to purchase for
have also instituted various fees to try to half the price by rewriting the specificaoffset some of the deficit. We believe we
tions.
material. This fire
station is in redevelopment area #10
and certainly fits the
definition of “blight”
in my opinion, therefore I asked the Cotati RDA to provide
$50,000 to replace
this siding. After a
year of writing letters and being ignored, the RDA decided to deny this request.
Now that RDA has been eliminated we
will get some portion of this money back
but the RDA’s have run up so much debt
and expenses that it will take several
years to begin to realize a significant
amount of this revenue.

Redevelopment Agency Funds (RDA)
Before the elimination of RDAs, the District was mandated under state RDA law
to send some of our revenue to RDA. The
District’s portion of this is $140,000 of
your tax revenue that we cannot use.
Perhaps you have noticed the peeling and
twisted lap siding on our Cotati station
#1. The siding needs to be replaced with
a more durable and weather resistant

Street as he’s a quintessential
“limousine liberal” whose hypocritical politics are only trumped by his
purported wealth. As I put pen to paper, I am impassioned by the glaring
hypocrisy of his “do as I say, not as I
do” lifestyle and it is often difficult to
stay focused on him as visions of the
queen of duplicity, Nancy Pelosi, and
the king of leftist lunacy, Harry Reid,
compete for my mind’s eye.
For many years we debated, regularly exchanging heated emails and I
began to notice a predictable pattern
to his arguments. We would usually
start out agreeing on a very general
subject, such as the U.S. Congress:
“Congress isn’t doing the will of the
people” might be the narrative. But as
the debate progressed and specifics
were referenced, his views would
soon lurch left leaving all rationality
behind. It was truly an amazing thing
to watch and I learned to taunt him
into predictably falling into the sameonly eclipsed by his inability to get
past the 2000 election of George W.
Bush and it was often amusing to
watch him vacillate between the Republican most responsible for all the
world’s ills.
I might choose to cite the balanced
budgets of Newt Gingrich; the fall of
the soviet empire under Reagan; the
1964 Civil Rights Act passed by Republicans; or even reach back to our
greatest Republican president, Abraham Lincoln, as evidence of the
party’s commitment to American exceptionalism, but my liberal nemesis
would revamp history if it meant discrediting the party: “The racist southern Democrats now run the Republican Party!” he would exclaim. At that
point, I merely had to utter the words
“Robert K.K.K. Byrd” to short circuit
his progressive proclamations.
After many years, the debating
went from frustrating and stimulating,
to ridiculous and monotonous. Admittedly, it was my naïveté responsible
for carrying on the dialogue for so
long. I blame that on my innate belief
that logic and common sense could
defeat fantasy and poor judgment,
mistakenly assuming that if I pre-

sented this leftwing-bat with mountains of fact, he would finally succumb to reason and admit that his political premise might be flawed. It was
beyond my power (and still is) to
comprehend that any thinking person,
regardless of their conviction, ignorance, exuberance, or wish-list would
flatly deny facts.
Citing non-partisan sources such as
the Office of Management and
Budget or the Congressional Budget
Office, I provided irrefutable evidence that poverty, illegitimacy,
crime, dependence, debt and deficits
were bell-weathers of the ruinous results of big government socialism.
The Great Society, the War on Poverty, welfare, food stamps, AFDC,
unemployment, affirmative action and
quotas, all demonstrable failures and
anathema to personal liberty and responsibility. Surely, recent examples
such as the implosion of the former
Soviet Union, bankrupting of Greece,
and the looming financial meltdowns
of Medicare, Social Security and public employee pensions would convince him that Statism and overspending were recipes for failure. For
years I combated his cockamamie
theories with heaping helpings of fact,
history, and demonstrable evidence,
closing the door on any possibility he
could retort, but the exercise proved
to be an utter waste of time.
After a decade of doing the same
thing over and over and expecting
different results, I finally came to understand tired mantras, debate after
debate. His hatred of Reagan was the
tenets of progressive liberalism: it is a
cult cloaked as a political position.
Just as one cannot prove or disprove
the existence of God, heaven, hell, or
man-made global warming, neither
can one rationally debate today’s progressives, as theirs is a parallel universe unfettered by facts, evidence,
common sense or results. They operate in a theoretical world of alleged
cause and desired affect that belies
the physics of human history. Indeed,
the world has seen more than
100,000,000 people slaughtered under
the guise of “fairness” and “equality,”

defending the proletariat from the exploits of the bourgeoisie, yet communism and its cancerous catalyst
“social justice,” persists.
Casting the complex immorality of
socialism aside, I’ve drilled down to
the hateful and intolerant positions of
many liberals: In an interview with
talk show host Michael Medved,
Obama Cabinet member Lanny Davis
complained that threats to him and his
family come almost exclusively from
the left, not the right. The Occupy
Wall Street movement has been replete with criminal activity; drugs,
rape, vandalism, assault and anarchy,
not to mention tons of human waste.
The Los Angeles OWS protests alone
produced over 30 tons of garbage that
had to be cleaned from the streets of
L.A. But none of this makes any difference to robotic leftists who obediently parrot the daily talking points of
George Soros and other socialist subversives.
This implicit recipient of my editorials considers himself ‘bright’ because his contempt for the
“provincial, antiquated and racist concepts of liberty and personal responsibility” align him with leftwing academics like Paul Krugman and Noam
Chomsky. I’ve found his level of arrogance to be commonplace among
the liberal elite; yet their cult also
boasts some of the dumbest and dysfunctional human beings on planet
Earth. It is an odd dichotomy, but indicative of those who embrace Marxism.
Looking back, I am actually thankful to this Kool-Aid swilling socialist,
as without his radical retorts I might
never have developed the political
sparring ability to so soundly defeat
progressive talking points on so many
varied subjects. At the same time, our
exchanges provided reams of material
for many well-researched and cogent
editorials over the years.
Best of all, when Rush retires and
asks me to assume his position behind
the golden E.I.B. microphone, I will
always have a vivid singular socialist
model at which to fire my unassailable truths, day in and day out.
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Cotati Follies.
I don't make jokes; I just watch the government and report the facts. - Will Rogers
make sense of. No
word yet whether or not
John has joined his wife
Lisa in the Occupy
Cotati movement.

Neil Hancock
proudly says to Cotati residents at a
public workshop, “
I hate you Americans.” Tell us how
you really feel,
Neil?
Police Chief Parrish
refuses to provide a
monthly Chief’s
report to this newspaper, refuses to
offer a police log,
refuses to provide the status of fundraising
efforts for the Cotati Police K-9 unit
which struggles for funds.
Pat Gilardi and Janet
Orchard drastically
cut the Cotati Recreation Department
which for all practical
purposes no longer
exists. What’s Terry Dutra
doing now?

Traffic almost came to a standstill in January when Cal Trans closed Cotati down to
one lane in just one direction. Frustrated
motorists lined up for blocks trying to get
through town, many turning around and
trying to find another route. It was a fine
look at what traffic might look like with
single lane roundabouts in Cotati a few
years from now if the city council has
their way. Frustrated motorists are happy
shoppers that will bring badly needed tax
dollars to Cotati, according to the city
council and city staff. As you can see, all
these motorist couldn’t wait to jump out of
their cars to spend their money, but
where?

City officials refuse
to provide the community with a way
to collect and reuse
Styrofoam packing
material within city
limits. As other
cities proved receptacles for safely dumping or recycling Styrofoam packing material, the city has dragged their feet and
done nothing.
Where is Andre Morrow? His office in Cotati is gone again? How
can you be in good
hands if you agent can’t
stay put? Morrow has
also been unusually silent in recent months as
to economic development in Cotati, a project that lacked a program of any kind he
claimed to take such an interest in. For
many years, the Cotati Chamber of Commerce has done little or nothing regarding
economic development, which resulted in
the city manager taking the responsibility
back from the CCC and giving it back to
the city council as if they knew how to
bring new business to town or stop businesses from leaving. The city council
hasn’t done a thing with the project either.
Morrow was best known for playing the
race card at City
Hall and gave the
city quite a black
eye it has yet to recover from.
John Moore came
back to City Hall
recently, appeared
sober, and mumbled
a few words to the
council we couldn’t

Jud Snyder has been doing stories on Cotati and doing interviews on Cotati folks
and Cotati City Hall for
years. However, Jud
won’t return our phone
calls requesting an interview with him for a human interest story in this
newspaper. Jud is one of
the most colorful guys
around these parts, and
we’d like to write about what makes him
tick. I never thought I would get the silent
treatment from a seasoned journalists like
Jud, but maybe that’s just how the guy
rolls.
Linel Hardy,
campaign Treasurer for Mayor
John Guardino’s
campaign for
city council, has
been laying low
after advising
Cotati citizens
one of the best
ways to conserve
water so that even more people can move
here to Cotati is simply hold a bucket under your faucet while you wait for hot
water as not to waste a drop of it. “I use
the cold water in the bucket for watering
plants and cooking at a later time”, Hardy
said. She’s dead serious folks, as if people are going to do such a thing, or their
kids will for that matter. The problem,
Linel, is not that there isn’t enough clean
water to go around, but simply too many
people who think Sonoma County can
handle another million people living here
and people like you who think Cotati
should be a sanctuary city for illegal

aliens. We know your agenda, Linel.
John Guardino left Cotati amidst a 2006
campaign contribution scandal Hardy was
found to be complicit in. Now, she gives
advice on water conservation.
Councilmember Mark Landman has recently told a local taxpaying business
owner who lives just outside city limits,
“You are not my constituent, Mr. Karraker. So, we have nothing more to say to
one another.”
As outrageous
as it seems,
that’s Landman’s official
position, and
obviously he
has no concept
of what being a
civic leader is
all about.
We don’t know which city council instruction manual Landman was referring
to, but apparently Landman needs a refresher course from the City Attorney on
who exactly Landman represents. Apparently, if you follow Landman’s failed
logic which continues to make him the
laughing stock of the city council, Landman will not represent: 1. Cotati business
owners who reside outside of town. 2.
those potential investors in Cotati’s future
who will be risking their money in Cotati
on new business ventures. 3. tourists who
come to Cotati and spend their money. 4.
Those who simply work in Cotati, shop in
Cotati, or perform services for The City of
Cotati but don’t reside here. 5. Those
poor folks who get injured in Cotati and
are helpless victims. 6. Children who
come to Cotati to go to school and will
someday be taxpaying adults. Apparently
Landman feels no duty to represent any of
these citizens.
Landman couldn’t be more wrong as to
his official duty as a city councilman.
Even rookie firefighters understand what a
mutual aid agreement means between
neighboring cities. But Landman won’t
aid anyone who apparently does not lay
their heads down to sleep at night in Cotati and has a Cotati address on their
driver’s license. It’s simply shameful.
You can pay gasoline taxes in Cotati,
pay payroll taxes in Cotati, pay sales taxes
in Cotati, pay for city permits, city fees,
and even environmental studies of all
shapes and sizes at Cotati City Hall for
property you have leased in Cotati, but
Mark Landman ignorantly thinks he does
not represent such folks and is dead wrong
about his job description.
Highly paid consultants, politicians,
experts, and lobbyists of all shapes and
sizes come to Cotati where Mark Landman will not only give them the time of
day, but will roll out the red carpet and
treat them like royalty.
Mr. Landman should represent the entire Cotati community and is grossly mistaken as to his legal and moral responsibilities as a city official. We suggest
Landman go back to the drawing board
and review the basics of who it is he
represents and stop making it up as he
goes along. Playing politics with Cotati’s
future is wrong. Leadership is not a game.

300 Golf Course Drive
Rohnert Park, CA
94928
(707) 585-0226

Sunday
Night
Family Special
CHECK IN BETWEEN 5 & 7 p.m.

Includes:
*2 Hours of Bowling
*Shoe Rental
*12” Pepperoni Pizza
*Pitcher of Soda

All For Only $39 Per Lane!
No Limit on Number of Persons Per Lane

EXTRA PIZZA & SODA PACKAGE $10
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Democrats Should
Condemn Occupy
Wall Street
By Peter Noff of the USNews.com November 17,
2011

It is still a mystery why anyone
takes the Occupy Wall Street crowd
seriously. They are certainly impressed with themselves—as though
what they are doing has some sort of
deeper cultural meaning. They revel
in the fact that their activities have
sparked some kind of discussion of
so-called income equality but, in
point of fact, more people are paying
attention to the crime, the sloth, and
the disruptions they have caused
rather than any kind of central message.

A central theme of these protesters,
first enunciated by leftist organizer
and political theorist Saul Alinsky, is
that those who are not with them
are against them. They fail to see,
however, that in this regard it is they
who are the 1 percent. Most Americans do not walk away from their
daily lives to camp out in public
parks as part of some kind of artesian social protest. They do not clog
streets, shut down businesses, and
rail against the inequalities of the
system in front of adoring television
cameras. The winds of change have
arrived. They are blowing against the
protesters, and those who have supported them thus far must be called
to account.

"The behavior of the Occupy Wall
Street protesters is boorish and violent, and it has no place in civil society," said Project 21 fellow Deneen
Borelli. "It's shocking that the very
same people who tried and failed to
tie the Tea Party movement to racism and radicalism are now embracing the Occupy mob despite the reports of widespread violence, antiSemitism, and general lawlessness.
If these people hope to retain any
shred of credibility, they must take
responsibility for their poor judgment
and condemn the Occupy protests."
Borelli puts it well. So desperate are
• the Democrats to see a broad-based
social movement in support of their
ideals—something that is the analog
to the Tea Party—they embraced the
first thing that came along. Unfortunately for them, the collection of anarchists, socialists, communists, labor organizers, and the uninformed
that compose the ranks of the Occupy-ers was the wrong horse to
ride. The more the country sees of
the Occupy-ers the more America
understands the Occupy-ers are not
"them." They are something else entirely, something of which most
Americans want no part.
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Letters to the Editor
Email: editor@thecotatiindependent.com
Dear Editor,
Rohnert Park is Dismisses It’s Leash
Law

It was a beautiful day today as I took
my beagle for a walk at the office park
down the street from Sonoma State
University and Starbucks. We were enjoying the sun and quiet time shared
when I saw twp women with three
dogs, one large black dog and two
smaller brown dogs off leash. This was
the second time I saw these dogs
unleashed. Not only is there a leash
law in Rohnert Park, but my dog is seventeen years old, deaf, losing his eyesight and much slower. Therefore, my
beagle is at a disadvantage and I was
clearly upset that this happened again.
The first time it happened, I left the
park. I told the woman that there was
a leash law in Rohnert Park and that
the dogs should be placed on a leash.
She was defiant and told me to call the
police thinking I would not do so.
Why is it that this woman was arguing
with me when she knew that she was
in the wrong. There were no apologies
and although she held a leash, she
never put her dogs on it. Perhaps she
thought I was joking when I told her I
had the police departments number of
my cell phone. She and her friend continued on their merry way. I called the
Cotati Police Department who transferred me to the Rohnert Park police. I
made a report and was told that they
would be arriving soon. Ten minutes
later I received another phone call from
the Rohnert Park police telling me that
they were backlogged and didn't have
enough people on duty to come out.
Would I like to wait? I told them what
she already told me which was that by
the time someone came, they would be
gone, therefore it was worthless for
anyone to come out.
I was very irritated and am still annoyed. I don't know if I believe their
reasoning that they were very busy. It
was in the middle of the day. I wonder
if I was attacked or my dog if it would
have been different or if they still
would not have the time to show up. I
live in Cotati but I am pretty sure there
is a leash law in Rohnert Park. What
was the real reason they did not enforce the code? Should other people be
concerned? If the Rohnert Park police
will not enforce the codes in their own
city, why do we have dog leash signs?
Should we have them removed? Many
people are not cleaning up after their
pet but the other offense is that they
are not even keeping their dog(s) on a
leash. What good is a code if the police
will not enforce it?
Have their been others in a similar
situation and what was the result? Both
Cotati and Rohnert Park are in dire

need of money and I believe one of the
ways to receive more would be to enforce the codes and charge for any violations. I believe the violation in Cotati
is over $250. I would like to know why
the cities do not enforce these codes.
Again, if it is too time consuming, then
the signs should be removed. It is obvious that both Cotati and Rohnert Park
police departments are in bad shape. I
was told there is only one officer on
duty per hour. When my car was vandalized I did everything I could to get a
drive by in my condo, but it never
came although I was told by both a
lieutenant and a regular police officer
that they would stop by.
I have discussed this issue with my
friends and they have experienced
similar situations. Many of them including myself feel that even if we say anything, the behavior continues to go on
because their is no enforcement. It is
also quite disturbing to see the combative behavior they display when they
know they are going against codes in
their city. What do the people do when
there is no one to help? We are literally
on our own and many of us are beyond
upset.
My personal opinion on this matter is
that each city should have a police department that employs enough people
to keep their citizens safe. We need
more than one person at the police
station. Any programs or things that
we do not need should be cut back or
removed. Get our budgets in order.
Without the police, their is chaos and
citizens are being let down. All of us
should demand better.

Thanks,
Suzanne Sargent
Cotati resident

Submit your letters
to the editor online
at
editor@thecotatiindependent.com

Can Mobile World allows you to save up to 70% on
your mobile phone bill. Simply pick your plan and
download a mobile application to your smartphone, or
make calls through the Call Back Service.

“Money tight? Let me show you how I can save
you hundreds on dollars a year on phone, Internet, Satellite TV,
Home Security & Long Distance.”
For more
information
call
Brett Sandquist

Eight unelected twerps try to push
owners of Cotati small business around
From Page One.

Here’s a quote from the City’s website
that says what the Community Development Department is supposed to do for
you:
The Community Development
Department assists the public
in managing the development
of the City's form and character

over, I objected to the way the committee and staff treated the applicants, and
said for the record, that I found the entire process to be profoundly contemptible. Landman evidently found it to be
totally acceptable.

Landman defends arrogant
proceedings to fellow council
members and public

in order to protect and preserve
the quality of life, promote a
sound economic base and the
wise use of resources, and protect public health and safety.
Sounds good, but what are these Community Development people actually
doing with their time, which is paid for
with your tax money? On February 2,
the Design Review Committee (DRC)
held a 45-minute meeting about only
one subject: Whether Peter Van Aylea,
the owner of the store, would receive
permission from the city to paint his
own building or not.
In this meeting, Assistant City Planner
Misti Harris presented a 23-page document to the six DRC members in attendance. It took Ms. Harris 23 pages and
who knows how much staff time to write
her report about this simple request to
paint a store beige, and put a new sign
above the door.
Bottom line, her official report said
these nice businesspeoples’ request to
repaint their own building should be
DECLINED.
This sounds bad, but it gets worse.
City Hall gives lip service to attracting
new business, then proceeds to treat local business people like subhumans, and
wastes large amounts of your tax money
in the process. Community Development
Director Vicki Parker, who was recently
hired with the Measure A tax funds you
thought were going to support the local
police, receives $125,022 in salary and
benefits. Assistant Planner Harris receives $80,614. They’re both in the
photo on Page 1 with their backs turned
to the two applicants, Julie and Peter
Alyea, who were sitting as far in the
back as my wife and I were.
The committee held the meeting with
city staff’s backs turned to these two
people, when they should have had the
decency to invite them to sit at the conference table. Who deserves the blame
for this? The entire six-person Design
Review Committee, who then report
their findings up to the Planning Commission, who then report their findings
up to the City Council.
Are you beginning to see how the City
really feels about business?
After going through this nitpicking 23page document in painful detail, the
DRC agreed with Ms. Harris’ report, and
told the applicants their request to repaint their own business was declined.
At all times, the two businesspeople
were polite and quiet. God knows why.
I could go on for hours about the pretentious quasi-artistic discussion the
DRC had about color palettes and local
character, but here’s the main point:
None of these characters on the Design
Review Committee were elected. They
were appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council. None of
them owns even ten cents worth of this
business. But they all acted as if
this store were their own personal
property.
As the council’s liaison to the DRC
proceedings, council member Mark
Landman was there, observing the entire
process. When the meeting was nearly

At the February 8th City Council
meeting, I informed the Mayor about the
way these proceedings were conducted .
Defending this group, council member
Landman said, and this is a verbatim
quote, which you can hear on the City’s
podcast, “ I do want to state for the
record, nobody sits with their back to
the audience…. It’s usually a close,
comfortable, and casual arrangement.”
In the photo on page one, which I took
at the meeting, the back of Community
Development Director Parker’s head is
on the left. The back of Ms. Harris’ head
is on the right. She spent most of her
presentation with her back turned to the
applicants, who said several tines they
could not hear what she was saying.

What all the fuss was about::
Old sign good, new sign bad.

There was nothing close or comfortable
about it. In my opinion, this causes me
to regard Mr. Landman’s statement as a
blatant lie. (Not all six DRC members
were present, when this blurry iPhone
picture was taken, but the rest arrived
soon after.)
Your taxes paid Ms. Harris to create a
23-page report about these two logos
and some paint colors. This reporter has
filed a Public Records Request demanding to know how much staff time was
spent creating this report. Look for the
city’s response in next month’s Cotati
Independent.
So now what? The applicants have
already put a vinyl version of the new
sign on their store. Have they painted it
already, or is it still the original color?
Those differences are pretty subtle.
What will the City do now? Try to push
them around some more? Make them
face another committee? Fines? Jail
time? Or just give up on these two and
start harassing the
next business person who is trying to
earn a living?
A final note: This was an expedited
Design Review. The applicants asked for
a review on October 6, 2011. On February 2, 2012, three months and 26 days
later, they got their day in court.
As you can see, it was a kangaroo
court.

To make a contribution to

The Cotati Independent
Cotati’s ONLY Locally Owned Newspaper

Contact George Barich at
editor@thecotatiindependent.com
www.t hecotat iindependent.co m

Thank you to all who have contributed generously.

707-490-9194
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and the Inedible

Candid reviews of Wine Country restaurants, bars,
cafes, food vendors, and farmers markets.
by Kathryn Wickstrom - Cotati
Foodie, gardener, wine lover, and consumer
of all things edible in Wine Country.
Visit my new blog:

Legend: ***** Perfection
****
***
**
*

Great
Good
Needs Improvement
Not Worth Going

www.goodbadinedible.com

Their fish & chips are fresh, fresh, fresh and so
is the fry oil, which, ensures good color and taste.
Eating fried food that is dark in color is so not
worth it. Check out the Boston Clam Chowder,
too. Delicious and served piping hot.

Prices: $$$$ Expensive (over $30 pp)
$$$ Mid-Range ($18 - $30 pp)
$$ Average ($8 - $18 pp)
$ Bargain (under $8 pp)
(Excludes beverage, tax, and tip)

Masala Jack’s – Indian Curryhouse
7981 Old Redwood Hwy Cotati
795-2251
Daily: Mon-Sun 11:30am – 2:30pm L
Mon-Thu, Sun 4:30pm – 9pm D
Fri-Sat 5pm – 9pm D
Specialty: ”Jack’s Lunch Specials”
Lot parking / kid friendly / BYOB
*** 1/12/ & 1/17/12 $$

Friendly service and killer lunch specials elevate
this place to a find in the neighborhood for
Cotatians and passers-through on Old Redwood
Highway. With 18 curries (9 are vegan) and
practically all dishes gluten free and 5 varieties of
Naan there is something for everyone looking for
authentic Indian food at reasonable prices.
Our first visit was for dinner. For starters: Onion Kulcha ($1.99****) a fried bread stuffed with
onions, cilantro and spices was hot and delicious.
Next, Samosa Chole ($3.99***) seasoned potatoes and peas wrapped in light pastry and served
with garbanzo beans. Good. Mains: Lamb Tikka
Masala ($9.99***) boneless lamb marinated in a
blend of special herbs and cooked in Jack’s special creamy sauce. Meat was very tender and the
dish was flavorful. Next, Jagiri Khazana
($13.99****) from the tandoor oven, a medley of
kababs of chicken, fish and prawns; garnished
with vegetable and served on a sizzling platter.
Excellent dish to share. Don’t forget to add Raita
($1.99***) condiment made with yogurt, used to
cool down the heat and Mango Chutney
($1.50***) to enhance your meal. Oh, if you like
Vindaloo they’ve got 4 varities: (chicken, lamb,
shrimp and veggie). Warning: 3 peppers hot!!!
My lunch visit was even more impressive, costwise. For $7.99 – $9.99 you may choose from
Veggie, Chicken or Lamb Curries and it includes
rice, naan bread, raita and Chai tea! What a bargain. A second location is alongside the G & G
Market in Petaluma. Definitely worth a visit.

Fourth & Sea – Fish & Chips
101 4th Street Petaluma / 707-762-6424
Category: Seafood, Burgers, Drive-In Food
Daily: Mon – Sun 11am-9pm L – D
Specialty: Boston Clam Chowder, Fish & Chips
and Soft Serve Ice Cream
Soft drinks only / parking lot / indoor & patio
*** 12/27/2011
$$
Occupying a former Foster’s Freeze location
that had been in Petaluma for 50 years, Fourth &
Sea Fish & Chips has been serving up fresh seafood for 10 years along with newly added Burgers, Chili Dogs, Garlic Fries, and Pulled Pork
Sandos. Other menu items include Fried Calamari, Fried Shrimp, Shrimp Louie, and Shrimp
Cocktail. But don’t forget the soft-serve ice
cream cones, too!

was tasty, and though it came with a generous
portion of fish, it resembled more of a Cacciucco
or Cioppino that typically have thinner, soupier
sauce, than a dish with pasta and fish. My rack of
lamb was cooked perfectly; medium rare as requested, and the Cab reduction was killer. Everything was seasoned well coming out of the
kitchen, which meant I did not have to try to adjust at the table. In fact, all the dishes we enjoyed
that evening had been expertly seasoned. Bravo!
Far too many chefs neglect this most important
step, keeping their food in the “good” category
when it could have been in the “wow” column.
Desert shared was a Limoncello (frozen lemon
cream with Limoncello sauce). Yummy! Great
atmosphere, great food — Get Thee to Chianti
Cucina and enjoy…

The place reminds me of the old Mel’s DriveIns in San Francisco, and I keep half expecting
waitresses on roller skates to come flying out of
the side entrance balancing trays of food in one
hand, gliding along on the pavement, delivering
food to the cars in the parking lot. And that feeling just gets amplified from May to October at
high noon on every 4th Sunday when the “Sunday
Cruise In at Fourth & Sea” is in full swing when a
homegrown car show worthy of “American Graffiti” is parked in the lots next to the restaurant.
Great hole-in-the-wall atmosphere and good grub!
Get Thee to Fourth & Sea and you’ll see just
what I mean…..

Washoe House – American Road House
2840 Stony Point Road Petaluma
707-795-4544
Category: Bar Food and more
Mon 12pm-12am Tue & Sun 11am-7pm
Wed 10am-10pm Thu-Sat 11am-12am
Specialty: Collecting dollar bills on the ceiling!
Full bar / L – D

Chianti Cucina – Northern Italian
7416 Redwood Blvd / Novato / 415-878-0314
Category: Northern Italian
Open: Tues - Fri 11:30am-3pm L
Mon - Sun 5pm-9:30pm D
Beer & wine.
**** 12/18/11 $$-$$$

Attractive, warm and inviting, this smallish restaurant gives off a pleasant vibe as soon as you
enter. Also greeting you are the subtle aromas
wafting from the kitchen. Good things may be
close at hand.
Having spent a business lunch here not long
ago, I knew the food was good and I was anxious
to bring my hubby for a meal. After an exhausting
day spent at the nearby mall and braving the
crowds at Costco the Sunday before Christmas (I
make him earn his meal!), I brought him here for
dinner. With no reservations, we were shown to a
table immediately as it was still early. Beyond my
description of this restaurant given above, at night
the place takes on a saffron-like glow from the
discreet lighting, warmly painted walls, wooden
furniture and stone fireplace. But, let’s not dwell
on appearances alone….on to the menu!

*** 12/22/2011

$-$$

This review is not so much about the food as
it is about the history. Since 1859 this one-time
hotel and stagecoach stop between Santa Rosa
to the North and Petaluma to the South has
been serving both Confederates and Yankees
alike before and after the Civil War. However,
apparently a few days after the actual war
ended, in early April, 1865 and a day before
President Lincoln was assassinated, Petaluma
planned an attack on Santa Rosa on April 14,
1865. Petaluma was a Northern sympathizer,
while Santa Rosa held primarily Southern attitudes. At the time, there were two newspapers,
the Argus in Petaluma and the Democrat in
Santa Rosa, and they had been sniping at each
other throughout the war. Finally, the Petaluma
Volunteer Firemen’s Brigade had enough and
got on their horses and started riding toward
Santa Rosa, intent on settling up with those
boys. En route they stopped for liquid fortification at The Washoe House. After several
rounds, then several more, they ended up never
leaving and at sunrise the next day, their wives
came to collect them. That was the end of the
Battle of Petaluma and Santa Rosa.But you
needn’t worry about choosing sides. Cheryl
Jensen, the current co-owner/manager of
Washoe House is the daughter of Edith and the
late Bill Drew, who revived a “dead-as-adoornail” business when they purchased The
Washoe House in 1974 with two other partners
and turned it into a popular hangout for locals
and tourists. Today, Cheryl is just happy you
stopped by for a drink, maybe some food, and a
chance to soak up some local history.

We ordered a starter; Carpaccio ($10.50***)
thinly sliced raw beef with Dijon, shaved Parmigiano, arugula, capers, EVOO and lemon, followed by a split order of house made Gnocchi a
Piacere ($14.95****) with choice of marinara,
Bolognese or pesto sauce — I chose Bolognese.
The Carpaccio was good, but the gnocchi was excellent and the Bolognese sauce, out-of-thisworld good with chucks of beef (no ground meat
here) and the tomatoes had been cooked well and
pureed into the sauce, giving the dish a full and
rich flavor.
For mains, hubby ordered the special of the evening, Cappellini Pescatore ($21.95***) and I ordered the Rack of Lamb with Cabernet Reduction ($22.50****). The pasta with fish assortment

Shrimp Louie at the Washoe House
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Do you know you are being manipulated?
American Planning Association has come
to light. It is entitled “Glossary for the
Public” and its purpose is to help planners
sell their agenda to the public. It begins:
“Given the heightened scrutiny of planBy Carol Tomlinson
ners by some members of the public,
what is said –or what is not said – is especially important in building support for
The Winter 2012 workshops conducted
planning…..
by ABAG (Association of Bay Area Governments) and MTC (Metropolitan Trans- When talking about planning and its
value to the community, keep in mind the
portation Commission) for the One Bay
messages APA developed several years
Area Plan have now been completed. In
ago that emphasize value, choice, and
spite of the many people who attended
engagement:
these workshops with valid and important
questions, ABAG and MTC proceeded
- APA members help create communities
with their planned agenda. They even
of lasting value.
brought in police and extra security to
- Good planning helps create communicontrol all those “”radical people” who
ties that offer better choices for where
were asking questions and expressing
and how people work and live.
concerns about the One Bay Area Plan.
- Planning enables civic leaders, business
Does this sound like they really wanted
interest, and citizens to play a meaningful
public input? Transparent meetings?
role in creating communities that enrich
Does it sound like their plan is based
people’s lives.”
solely on what the public wants? Instead
they tried intimidation and condescenWe are being sold a bill of goods. The
sion. No questions were answered. No
emphasis is on how the public can be sold
concerns were addressed. The plan proon ABAG/MTC’s agenda rather than
ceeds on schedule whether we agree or
building a plan that reflects what we the
not.
people actually want. What is disconcerting about this document is that it is
To date no answers have appeared on
all about bringing the public in line with
their website www.onebayarea.org. Oh,
what they think we should have rather
but the plan draft will be presented in
than listening to what the public actually
March 2012. They talk a good line but it
wants. I don’t think that’s what our
is empty and meaningless.
founders had in mind when they set up a
republic as our form of government. The
So, do you think they are really interested
basic premise was to have our elected
in public input? A document from the
representatives stand up for what their

Use of smart phones,
iPads, and notebook
computers during official
city meetings creates
controversy (From Page One)
The use of electronic communication
devices during open public meetings at
City Hall was started by Councilman
Coleman’s use of his laptop computer
during council meetings. Coleman
seemed to enjoy snubbing his nose at the
law and the controversy won’t stop there.
The technology will only get better and
cheaper to communicate with one another
during official public meetings without
the public even knowing about it.
Cotati city staff has refused to properly
address the issue of whether or not to allow council members to use iPads to send
and receive messages during meetings.
Although some would argue that the
use of such devices make it easier to access documents, look up information during discussions and eliminate the need to
carry heavy stacks of paper, the ability to
go online or communicate with others is
problematic.
Many say they are concerned that council members with iPads can send and receive messages from residents, or worse,
lobbyists on sensitive issues in violation
of The Brown Act that requires that city
meetings be open and public. The issue
does come down to trust of public offi-

cials and their staff.
According to a recent story in the Petaluma Patch, dated Feb 6, 2012, “Despite
the benefits, Petaluma Councilwoman
Teresa Barrett said it was imperative that
council members not be allowed to receive or send email during meetings,
something that could be accomplished by
switching a device to "Airplane Mode."
But Councilman Mike Harris pointed
out that if an iPad was offline, it would
no longer populate iLegislate, an app
council members with iPads use to read
their council packets. Renee, too, disagreed with the idea, saying that not allowing online access curtailed members’
ability to research relevant data…”
From The Voice of Orange County,
“Costa Mesa Councilwoman Wendy
Leece has had it with her colleagues texting during City Council meetings, saying
it is not only rude and disruptive but
could lead to violations of California's
open meetings law. Leece says that with
their smart phones in hand, council members are able to keep from public view
information that could influence decisions.
‘I think that is detrimental to the whole
process of having a meeting in public
about the public's business,’ she said. ‘It
is not easy for residents to speak at meetings and then have council members
looking at their phones, texting. … It just
sends a message of disrespect, in my
opinion.”
Texting and emailing from the dais has
become an issue for public bodies everywhere, and open-government advocates

constituents wanted. Instead we now
have bureaucracies (ABAG, MTC) who
are not elected deciding how we should
live, work and play in the future.
So, to continue on with the American
Planning Association document….here
are the words they designate as creating
suspicion among some citizens: affordable, consensus, Delphi technique, density, long-term, region-wide planning,
organize and facilitate, public visioning,
regional planning, smart growth, sustainability. The document continues by suggesting alternative words that will better
sell the public on the plans presented.
They suggest focusing on emphasizing
that the plans are locally developed when
indeed they are regional; emphasizing
that the plans will enhance private property values when they will realistically
cause them to decline and in fact will
cause some property owners to lose their
properties; saying that there is no hidden
agenda when the plans have been developed and decided upon long before any
public input was asked for.

say there are likely many instances when
such communications are a violation of
the state's Ralph M. Brown Act, which
governs public meetings.
In recent years, a few jurisdictions have
instituted bans, including the Northern
California cities of Santa Rosa, and Saratoga. Leece proposed a policy at Tuesday's council meeting that would have
added Costa Mesa to this group.
Leece's colleagues were largely uninterested in her proposal and would not second her motion, with one going so far as
to suggest she was grandstanding. Leece
is often the council's lone dissident, especially in recent years as the issue of outsourcing has dominated the city's politics.
‘There are all kinds of ways to violate
The Brown Act, so I don't think that we
need to legislate every possible way’ of
violating it, especially up on the dais, said
Councilman Eric Bever, who added that
he doesn't have text messaging on his
phone.
‘With regard to council delays or interruptions, etc. that Member Leece raised, I
would have to suggest that maybe we
need to have an additional section if we're
going to go this route … that discourages
grandstanding,’ Bever said.
While Councilman Steve Mensinger
didn't support Leece's motion Tuesday
night, he did say aspects of her concerns
are ‘salient’ and he's open to ideas.
However, Leece does have the support
of at least one open-government expert.
Terry Francke, general counsel for the
First Amendment advocacy group Californians

The question is do you really care enough
about how you will live in the future to
dive deeper into what is going on – or is it
just too much trouble? Will you accept
what is being fed to you rather than
searching for the truth? It is clear that
many of your taxpayer dollars have been
spent to deliver the message that ABAG
and MTC want you to hear but it is a
message that is of their design rather than
developed by listening to us.
All this may not happen in your lifetime,
but it WILL affect the lives of your children and grandchildren and their descendents. We have had it pretty good in
America. For the most part we have been
able to live our lives as we have chosen.
If that was not the case, it was not because we were prevented from doing so
by an overly oppressive government. But
we are on the cusp of losing our freedom
to choose what we believe is best for us
and our children. And this alone merits
some deep questioning of what is presented to us as our future.

Aware, said text messaging and other
electronic communication during meetings can be a serious problem, particularly if council members communicate
with each other or members of the audience, such as lobbyists, who have an interest in what's being discussed.
‘I agree that for that reason, probably
these devices should be banned during
the meeting,’ Francke said. Or, he said, a
procedure could be developed ‘so that the
public can be aware in real time of just
what these people are doing’ with their
electronic devices.
‘Until there's some way for the public
to in effect look over [the] shoulder of
those who are using their devices to go
outside the meeting, I think it's probably a
wise policy to simply ban their use by
members of the body."
Three city residents who frequently speak
at meetings — Jay Humphrey, Tamar
Goldmann, and Robin Leffler — supported Leece's proposal.
‘I find it very disconcerting to prepare
and get up the nerve to come down here
and speak and then find someone who's
so busy tapping away on a device that
they can't even meet my eyes,’ Leffler
said during the meeting. ‘When I can't
make eye contact with one of my council
members, I wonder if they're listening or
if I'm being ignored.’
‘It's not complimentary. It's not showing consideration to the person who's
speaking,’ said Humphrey.”
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P.O. Box 7841, Cotati, CA 94931
Phone: (707) 795-4121
Email: editor@thecotatiindependent.com
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Orders, Munchies, Take Out Orders.
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Cotati “overcharged” home sellers at least $171,924.
Is this theft, fraud, malfeasance, or just raw stupidity?
( From Page One )
Evidently, the city has overcharged even longer than
five years. According to Cotati City Manager Dianne
Thompson, the city council reduced the transfer tax rate
in October as part of a general review of its revenue
and finance codes. In an email to The Press Democrat,
Thompson stated “It was determined that revisions
were required to bring the code up to date,”
Since the city had been illegally grabbing $1.90 of
every $3.00 collected, this is like saying, “It was determined that I had to stop shoplifting to be welcome at
Oliver’s Market.”
Asked about this, Mayor Susan Harvey said “there
really wasn’t a lot of discussion” when the council took
the action at the same time it revised other fees and
charges for city services. “About every 10 years we
So here are the immediate questions that come out of
take a look at stuff and say, ‘Where are we and what
this
mess:
do we need to change?’” she said.
I can appreciate the city having such an active conscience. About every ten years, I look at myself in the
1. On what date did the City of Cotati begin addmirror and ask myself if I should stop selling nuclear
ing an additional $1.90 per $100 transfer tax
secrets to the Chinese.
to home sales within the city?
Moving forward, as politicians love to say, now what
2. If a home seller in Cotati was charged an exis the city going to do about it? When asked what recessive transfer tax by the city, will the city
course property owners have if they feel they were
locate those home sellers and send them a
overcharged, Thompson said they are “welcome to conrefund check automatically?
tact her office.” We all know how well that works.
3. If a home seller contacts the city, does the city
have a form they can fill out, and a simple
procedure to get their lawful refund?
4. What is the statute of limitations to obtain a
refund? One year? Three years? Ten years?
Five minutes?
5. How much will this cost the city in refunds?
6. From which budget will the city get this refund
money?
7. How much income from these overcharges did
the city factor into its current budget?
8. What person, persons, or government agency
brought this illegal overcharging to the city’s
attention?
9. Does the City Attorney view the City’s overcharging as a case of petty theft, fraud, or
mere incompetence?

Crime scene?

These questions were submitted to Ms. Thompson,
the city council, and the city attorney as a formal Public
Records Act Request on February 15, 2012. By law, the
city is required to respond within ten business days.
Their responses will be printed in the next issue of The
Cotati Independent.

in violation of the Cotati sign ordinance to see what they
would do. I contacted my neighbors who have “NO
Roundabout” signs in their front yards and they assured
me no one at City Hall has contacted them regarding
any notice to correct the code violations.
( from Page One )
Whether or not the city lacks the manpower to enforce
the
law, lacks the common sense to see that enforce the
The city’s failure to address the code violations is the
laws
completely arbitrarily, or they simply lack the will
first sign that the city is circling the wagons and preparing for a special election they can’t afford to lose. The to take their jobs seriously, take your pick. But yellow
is the color of the month at City Hall with a lack of will
city’s plan to narrow Old Redwood Highway down to
one lane in each direction with single lane roundabouts to do much of anything right now but take the heat and
hunker down for a bitter fight at the ballot box that is
will surely become one of the biggest public works
likely to tear the town apart in another special election.
boondoggles in the history of Cotati.
The old timers in Cotati who put the current crop of
Apparently, no one at City Hall is secure enough in
city officials into power had every chance to stop the
their jobs right now to risk going out and enforcing
unpopular Village Main Street Plan. They simply unthese blatant code violations.
As an investigative reporter and local resident, I called derestimated the resolve of the majority of people in
the city anonymously and left a voice mail message with Cotati who really care about the town’s future, know
the City Manager’s Office. I explained that I was mak- when they are being conned, and who strongly oppose
ing a formal complaint that three of my neighbors were choking an already busy thoroughfare down to one lane
with money we don’t have and never will.

Sign violators get a break
for now

Bumper stickers now available. Share the love.
Email: editor@thecotatiindependent.com
Planning Documents Cost
Every Cotati Household $789
( From Page One )

If you think that’s not the best use of your money, there are
several things you can do:
1.

Call City Princess Diane Thompson and demand
your money back. 792-4600.
Go to the next City Council and demand they hire
a City Manager who has more respect for your
money than Ms. Thompson. (201 W. Sierra Ave.
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month, 7PM.)
Demand that all three of these planning documents
be placed in a climate-controlled, electronicallymonitored display case at the Cotati Historical
Museum. As a civics lesson, you can take your
children there one rainy day and show them what
you paid for with their lunch money.

After years of “visioning workshops” community group
2.
hugs, and the objection of a few sane citizens, the Downtown Specific Plan, which began years earlier, was introduced with great fanfare in 2009.
For obvious reasons, the city has carefully spread the cost
3.
of this document has across multiple city budgets, but it easily cost more than a million dollars. What will come of this
plan? Almost nothing, since it is based on finding $73 million in Federal and State grants to actually build any of the
cute little parking lots or buildings in its fantasy of the future.
Then, in late 2010, the City announced that it was time to
Greg Karraker alternates between being amused
update the General Plan, which is done about every ten
and enraged by the incredible folly of local
years. The cost? $500,000 to a three-person company in Sacramento who are likely to produce a document that is very
governments. Read more of his
hard to tell from the current General Plan.
observations at www.thelittlepicture.net
Put all that together, and you wind up with at least two
million dollars that has been spent on plans that will spend
years on the shelf at City Hall, and then be forgotten, until
someone at City Hall decides it’s time to spend more of your
money on another set of plans that will sit on the same shelf.
A little perspective: According to nationalrelocation.com,
there are 2532 households in Cotati. Two million dollars
divided by 2532 households equals $789 per household.

Mayor forced to decide to represent citizens, or cover up for city
appointees
( From Page One )

Despite Cotati’s own Code of Ethics, which prohibits
council members and their appointees from making disparaging remarks about anyone, and insists they behave professionally at all times, Mayor Harvey has remained typically silent.
The mayor’s silence has led many to believe the city, under the new mayoral leadership of Harvey, is engaging in
yet another round of cover ups in an attempt to whitewash
the violation and carry on a long standing tradition at City
Hall of attempting to discourage public participation in the
process, hoping people will just go away and trust elected
officials to look out for them. In recent months, citizen
participation at every public meeting and workshop has
been at an all-time low.
Harvey can’t seriously claim the city is too busy with
other matters to be bothered with policing council appointees because there is little for the council to do in this economy. This should be a perfect opportunity for the mayor to
make some phone calls and get to the truth. Hancock has
admitted making the statement in public, but has failed to
do so publicly or answer our questions.
Eyewitness accounts of Hancock’s direct verbal assault
on Cotati citizens who were simply attending a public
workshop and participating as good citizens and good
Americans appears to be the last thing Susan Harvey is interested in. Hate speech from the far left in Cotati appears
to be getting a free pass again from the new mayor and her
comrades on the council who have all decided to simply
ignore this issue.
However, Jan Kravitz of Cotati, a self-proclaimed social
democrat, commented at the 2-8-12 city council meeting
that Hancock’s public outburst was harmless and protected
free speech. But Kravitz, as usual, missed the point entirely. This was not a free speech issue, but a violation of
city policy to act professionally at all times. Kravitz also
claims that any eyewitness to Hancock’s public remarks is
hearsay, which is just preposterous. This was a firsthand
account which Hancock has refused to deny.
Both Hancock and Kravitz have proudly proclaimed
themselves as devout social democrats who take pleasure in
railing against the American free market system (or what is
left of it). As a lifestyle as they enjoy expounding on the
virtues of social engineering and the need for bigger government at any cost.
Mayor Harvey has also decided to carry on the very
unpopular rule of holding citizen comment to a maximum
of three minutes, and seems to have no comprehension at
all about how Robert’s Rules of Order works, leaving the
procedure rules of our how council meetings are conducted
to be made up as they goes along.
The Mayor’s re-election chances are now being called
into serious question as business as usual becomes Harvey’s style of leadership.
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No Roundabouts

Taking back our town one city councilperson at a time.
To sign the petition to stop the city from wasting more of our precious money to put
traffic roundabouts on busy streets in Cotati, that the City admits will slow traffic
down considerably, contact editor@thecotatiindependent.com

For a No Roundabout yard sign, email: editor@thecotatiindependent.com

KEEP COTATI WEIRD:

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS

Photo left is the politically correct toilet at Peets’ shiny new LEEDLEEDCertified Cotati store. If it weren’t reclaimed water in the bowl, you
could drink to your heart’s content. But if you like your coffee
served by people who don’t have attorneys that make them put
signs like this on the potty, we encourage you to visit Cotati Coffee, Johnny’s Java, Redwood Café, or The Galley.

The Cotati Community Development Department assists the
public in managing the development of the City's form and
character in order to protect
and preserve the quality of life,

Got your own favorite photo of what keeps Cotati weird? Send it to promote a sound economic
editor@thecotatiindependent.com.
base and the wise use of resources, and protect public
health and safety.

