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3 Candidates Refuse to Square Off
Story and opinion by George Barich
(Cotati, CA) An informed voter can be a
politician’s worst nightmare, even in Cotati.
This newspaper had hoped to present a side by
side comparison of all four candidates running
for Cotati City Council in this edition. Invitations went out to the other three candidates in

August asking them all for a half hour interview that would be videotaped and posted on
YouTube.com. The excepts were to be published in this newspaper. Unfortunately, these
candidates refused to respond to our offer.
As a candidate for city council, this reporter
made available full half page columns in this

newspaper for the other candidates to make
their case, free of charge, why they think they
are qualified to be elected to public office.
But to date, all three have refused to submit
anything to this newspaper, a newspaper that
is hand-delivered to every home and business
in Cotati. We have also received no letters of

support for any of the other candidates in this
race. So, why haven’t the other three candidates taken advantage of this offer of free publicity for the benefit of the electorate? For
candidates who are always looking for free
stuff, boycotting this newspaper seems more
than strange. -Continued on Page 8

City of Pleasanton
Rips Out Brand New
Traffic Roundabouts

The 8 Ball Tavern
Raises Thousands
of Dollars for
Veterans and Other
Good Causes

Story and opinion by Greg Karraker

Story and opinion by Greg Karraker

(Cotati CA) Once again, the owners of the
8 Ball Tavern held a fundraising event for
several worthy local causes. In spite of the
weak economy in the county, local citizens
stood up and showed a strong measure of
support. In all, the event raised over $5,000,
which is even more than last year. All funds
benefited local charities and the Cotati Police
Department.
The event, now in its eleventh year, was a
golf tournament at Foxtail Golf Course in
Rohnert Park, followed by a barbecue lunch
and cocktails at the bar.
Proceeds were donated to the 579th Engineers Battalion Health & Welfare Fund, to
the Cotati Police Department K-9 Fund, and
to a local citizen who had generously helped
to supply food for previous golf tournaments
and who is currently struggling with an illness.
When asked why The 8-Ball always holds
this event so close to the anniversary of 9/11,
co-owner John Graham said, “We hold our
tournament as close to September 11 as possible, so we can give something back to the
community on a day which will be remembered as one that was taken from us eleven
years ago.”
Both John and Rick asked this newspaper
to emphasize that the real story isn’t about
Rick Gorell & John Graham,
The 8 Ball; it’s about the generous outpouring of community support every year; about
owners of The 8 Ball
the golfers who participated, the Sonoma
County businesses and individuals who made
donations or sponsored part of the tournaPublic Notice: The City of Cotati
ment, the businesses from Cotati, Rohnert
Park, and Petaluma who donated prizes for
Has No Official Plans to
the raffle and silent auction, and all the volCelebrate Cotati’s 50th Birthday
unteers who helped.
“I want to thank everyone who came, who
in 2013. Any ideas welcome.
donated, and who helped”, Rick Gorell said,
We had some great golf, a great afternoon,
and everyone who supported the tournament
did some real good for the community.”
For the three people of legal age in Cotati
who don’t know where The 8 Ball is, their
address is 8 Charles Street. You should stop
in and say hello sometime.

Chamber of Commerce
Refuses to Condemn
Racist White Trash
Parties
Story and Opinion by Greg Karraker

(Cotati, CA) In every government, the
majority of people who receive with your tax
dollars were never elected and are not accountable to you for their performance.
This is tolerable when their performance is
average, but not when it is inexcusable,
This is the case of Susan Whipple, Executive
Director of the Cotati Chamber of Commerce. For the past month, this paper has left
repeated messages asking for the Chamber’s
opinion if “Whyte Trash Parties”, like the
one held August 8th at Friar Tucks, Pub are
consistent with Cotati values. Since Ms.
Whipple has not returned my calls, this paper can only quote her recorded message:
“You have reached the Cotati Chamber
of Commerce. The office is open limited
hours. but your call is important, and
someone will get back you as soon as possible... The Cotati Accordion Festival will
be held on August 18th and 19th.”
These recorded messages were heard by
this reporter on September 9, 11, and 18.
This would be ironic and funny except for
one thing. This year, the city will subsidize
the Cotati Chamber of Commerce — and
Ms. Whipple’s peculiar way of managing it
— with $10,000 of your tax dollars.

(Cotati, CA) If you are one of the few people who still think installing traffic roundabouts in a confined area is a good idea, take
a good look at what happened in Pleasanton,
CA. In 2004, they redid Vineyard Street at a
cost of $6 million, which included two roundabouts. After only two years, they had so
many complaints about slow traffic, vehicle
safety, and pedestrian safety that they spent
nearly $600,000 to rip them out by the roots.
Pleasanton, CA has a weekly newspaper
much like The Rohnert Park / Cotati Community Voice. Here are three articles from that
newspaper which pretty much tell the nightmare story and the price the community paid
for this public works boondoggle.
-Continued on Page 5

City Engineer Goes Back
on Promise To Defend
Roundabouts
Story and opinion by Greg Karraker

(Cotati CA) As mentioned in the story on
the left, when City Engineer Damien O’Bid
was confronted by a group of angry businesspeople on September 6th who wanted no part
of the city’s Village Main Street Plan, he said
defensively that there are “a lot of misperceptions about roundabouts.”
As a reporter for this newspaper, I asked if
Mr. O’Bid would care to grant an interview to
me in the comfort of his office so he could set
the record straight and explain what these
“misperceptions” are. His answer was,
“Sure.”
On Monday, September 10th, I emailed him
a second request for an interview and received
no reply. In the days that followed, I continued to try to get the interview, but no luck.
Yes, means No at City Hall, and the runaround the city dishes out so regularly must
have inspired the roundabout plan.
As of September 24th, Mr. O’Bid has refused to return any of my attempts to reach
him for an interview. He has completely defaulted on his promise to this reporter and to
the taxpayers of Cotati who pay his wages
and benefits. To so many people who have
dealt with Cotati’s city staff, this story comes
as no surprise.
Mr. O’Bid reports directly to City Manager
Dianne Thompson, whose reluctance to return
Story and opinion by Greg Karraker
calls and emails from concerned citizens is
legendary. Besides being unresponsive and
September 6, 2012,: Outside RMK Management, Cotati.
secretive, Ms. Thompson has been known to
Eminent Domain Appraiser Howard Levy Has No Good Answers insist that she speak on behalf of other city
officials, which usually means not speaking
for Angry Business Owners.
at all.
owner, Ken Maiolini, and Cotati City Engi(Cotati, CA) “How would you like it if
So taxpayers are left with some troubling
neer Damien O’Bid, for the purpose of con- questions: Is this roundabout plan so bad
somebody took your property without
ducting an appraisal of a section of Mr.
asking?”
that Mr. O’Bid can’t think of a single good
Maiolini’s property, which the city hopes to thing to say about it? Is Mr. O’Bid so in far
“Why am I even talking to you? You transform into one end of a roundabout.
over his head that he can’t take 20 minutes
What he did not expect was to be consure aren’t bothering to listen.”
to explain a $3.5 million project to the press
fronted by a group of ten angry local busiand the citizens? Or do we live in a city
nesspeople, including former Cotati Council where the City Manager muzzles free speech
“What if somebody said they didn’t
member George Barich, none of whom
in the hope that nobody will figure out what
want their property appraised and
wanted anything to do with the city’s plan,
a mess City Hall is making of things?
didn’t want anything to do with this?”
and just wanted to be left alone. They asked
Of course, it could also be that City Hall
him all the questions above. Not surprisdoes
not care for this newspaper, which counWhen Howard Levy, President of Howard
ingly, he refused to answer any of them.
cil
member
Mark Landman recently called
Levy Appraisal Group, Inc., a firm that
“that
Tea
Party
Paper.” So, perhaps readers
claims to appraise property for cities who
-Continued
on
Page
3
might
want
to
contact
City Engineer O’Bid
seize it by eminent domain, showed up at
and
ask
why
he
supports
roundabouts.
the offices of RMK Management on Old
His
email
is
dobid@ci.cotati.ca.us.
Redwood Highway, on Thursday, SeptemHis phone is (707) 665-3620.
ber 6th, he was expecting to meet the

Outraged Cotati Businesspeople
Tell City To Leave Their Property Alone
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Business & Professional Directory

SPASPA-LAND.com
7950 Redwood Drive Suite 31

Friendly Atmosphere & Best People in Town
8 Charles Street, Cotati.

Adopt a Neighborhood and get
your neighbors a free copy of
The Cotati Independent courtesy
of your kindness.
Only $25/month.
Call 795-4121 today !

Sunless Spray
Tan Special
$25 for a single spray
tan session
Regularly priced $35

707-478-0929

Call or email Katie for your appointment
katie@couture-tans.com
50 Arlen Drive, Rohnert Park
Not valid with any other offer. Limit one coupon per customer. Must
present coupon to receive offer. Valid through 9/31/12.

Sonoma Maintenance, Construction
& Repair

Have Tools,
All phases of home
and commercial
repair

Will Travel.
Call
Phil De Nardo

707707-795795-0295

Protecting your investment since 1984
* Free Estimates *

The Jelly Donut
8575 Gravenstein Highway, Cotati

Cotati is a business, like or not
Cotati is more than a community we call home.
Despite its charm, its quirkiness, and strong sense of
identity, Cotati’s a municipal corporation, like it or not.
It’s a real business, a real corporation, with a board of
directors who are supposed to be steering the ship in the
right direction. Municipalities are designed to run at a
profit, save for a rainy day, get citizens involved, and run
efficiently as humanly possible. So, how did The City of
Cotati get so far off track? It’s a long story.
One reason could be that there are no independent business people currently on the city council, or running for
city council, except me. I have been in business for myself since 1985 fresh out of college. I personally know a
thing or two about turning a profit, making a payroll, saving for a rainy day, having money in the bank, and carrying no debt whatsoever except for a tiny mortgage on my
personal home. I maintain an impeccably high credit
score, and raise money for charity every month. I don’t
give to charity as much as I would like to because of the
time and money it takes to bring you this publication free
of charge. So, what’s any of this mean for Cotati?
Cotati’s official business plan at the present time is to
“find money wherever it is hiding” (according to the
city’s own Goal Setting Workshops which I attend each
year). This is not a joke. It’s a fact. The number one
goal of our elected officials is not to encourage economic
development in our little town, offer tax incentives for
businesses to relocate here, or to help businesses stay
here and thrive. The goal is to find “free money”, or
grant money, wherever it can be secured. Much of this
grant money goes to pay city staff and supplements the
city budget. The results of this entitlement mentality are
clearly evident by one look around our town of two
square miles: urban blight, city infrastructure in disrepair,
park bathrooms locked up, and one cop on patrol with a
supervisor or two at the police station running things.
The city has depleted its reserves and has millions of dollars in unfunded liabilities it wishes not to talk about.
I believe Cotati has lost its way with this obsession to
put in traffic circles on busy thoroughfares and planning
to transform our town into something few people want
instead of providing basic services we all want. Slowly
but surely Cotati is sliding into decay, and I am getting an
earful about that fact campaigning door to door...
I believe Cotati should not be a welfare case and not
base its economic future and quality of life on handouts
from the state and federal government. I simply don’t.
This is what really separates me from my opponents in
this council race. The State of California is drowning in
debt. The federal government is borrowing and printing
money at an alarming rate, reducing public confidence.
I believe this city should be pulling its own weight and
contributing to the state and federal government, not getting on its knees thinking of clever ways of how to get
“its share of the pie” according to Councilwoman Pat
Gilardi. Making excuses for our city is not leadership;
finding real solutions is !
The country is bloodying itself in red ink as our nation’s creditors become more nervous watching our nation’s irresponsible spending habits. Yet Cotati is still
suffocating under the illusion there are still federal tax
dollars Cotati needs to fight for before those other cities
get their dirty hands on it. “I take great pride in bringing
home our tax dollars…” says, Pat Gilardi, and she says it
with a straight face. Are these people reading the newspapers or simply delusional?
The financial demands that cities and states like ours
are putting on the federal government for handouts has
become more than problematic, it has become a national
nuisance and a con of the highest order that is simply unsustainable. The pressure on state legislatures, Congressmen and Senators for more entitlements and bailouts for
California and many of its cities has reached the breaking
point. This is embarrassing even to staunch liberals that I
am speaking with going door to door. Even they are frustrated, concerned, and some are calling for more taxes.
I believe it is no longer patriotic nor responsible leadership on the local level to ignore the obvious and continue
to beat this drum that we, Cotati, simply can’t make it on
our own without outside help. Like the 42 year old son
living at home at his parents’ house, failing to move
along in life and make it in the real world, Cotati’s fate
seems doomed unless it comes to grips with reality. It
better get its own fiscal house in order and learn how to
stop putting pressure on the federal government to come
to the rescue.
It is Cotati Pride in its highest form to be a solid contributor to the state and federal government, rather than a
liability we now find ourselves becoming. Sure, Cotati
citizens pay taxes to the feds, but at the rate of spending,
wasteful or not, not nearly enough. If the feds borrow 40
cents of every dollar they now spend, can Cotati say she
deserves a dime in grant funding for things like traffic
roundabouts and pedestrian friendly streetscapes to lower
noise levels and lower our carbon footprint?
I know old habits die hard. But how many of us really
think that self respect comes from dependency and defeatism? How many of us think that whining for more
and more from the government and a life of dependency
on our children is a good strategy? How many businesses and land developers admire Cotati for the way
they have been treated with such a heavy hand? How
many have vowed to never think of doing business in
Cotati ever again? We have all heard the negative comments and jokes about Cotati… How will our failing
infrastructure be addressed? How do political lynch
mobs who try to remove independent thinking council
members play on Cotati’s reputation outside of town?
How do we deal with a city council and city staff that
publicly admits they wants to slow traffic down and will
do so by choking it to death with single lane streets and
roundabouts to achieve this end?
I believe a city should turn a profit which would allow
it to save for a rainy day, maintain decent wages for city
workers, and actually plan for our future without bond
measures and going further into debt. I agree with President Obama that raising taxes during an economic recession is not a good idea and will stifle any recovery.
If corporations are not people, than what does that say
about The City of Cotati? Cotati is a municipal corporation based on people, to serve the people. The best example that corporations are indeed people are municipal
corporations; cities. Although the law governing cities
may differ from corporations in the private sector, cities
are corporations with many of the same rights and responsibilities as other corporations. How can our small
municipal corporation be anything other than 7500 people holding assets, engaged in contracts as a collective
legal entity, with funded and unfunded liabilities? People can walk away and give up their investment in Cotati
at any time without repercussions.
Should our town ever go into Chapter 9 bankruptcy,

Former Cotati City Councilman
George Barich

“Just My Two Cents”
the citizens are exempt from any legal liability for the
city’s messes. Cotati was built by people and built for
the betterment of the people, or so I thought. So, how
did it get so out of control and gripped by cronyism?
After the second year of draining the city reserves a few
years ago, you would think the alarm bells might have
been heard. But no. Citizens deserve to be angry. Our
city is broke and attempting to balance its budget with
accounting trickery. But even trickery, like shuffling
money from one city account to another, inflating revenue projections, borrowing money from the water and
sewer fund may be legal, but can only last so long. Cotati has a spending problem.
Sure, the great recession of 2008 has had something to
do with it, but city officials were warned loudly that
spending down the reserves to pay city salaries and
benefits for a bloated city staff was irresponsible and
would have consequences down the road. The city
rolled the dice, and kept depleting the city reserves until
they could show the city union members the money was
not there and real cuts were a last resort. But as an alternative solution to cutting salaries and benefits of city
employees, begging for tax increases and begging the
federal government for handouts was perfectly acceptable and carried no shame whatsoever. Amazing.

Finding money anywhere, even with strings attached,
has dwarfed all other city functions in recent years.
Cotati’s new assistant manager will spend much of his
time as Cotati’s economic development director. But in
reality that is just a fancy title for our new full time grant
writer. He will spend 90% of his time searching out and
applying for federal grants, if history is any guide.
That’s why he was hired, and will double as a replacement for the city manager when she is out on holiday,
sick, at convention, or doesn’t want to take any grief
from anyone at the front desk.
Bottom line, our city runs itself more like a nonprofit
than a real business. Real businesses treat customers
with respect, try to keep costs down, market their businesses to increase market share, try to turn a profit, reinvest profits into the business, save for future capital
improvements, depreciate their assets each year, keep
realistic books and honest budgets, and save for a rainy
day.
Successful businesses try to be competitive by giving
more, providing better quality, and charging less. But
we don’t have anyone on the city council, or running for
city council right now, with any real business experience
to speak of who seems to be privy to basic business principles that work and have stood the test of time. Again,
the goal of this city has been for government to take on
more responsibilities, to control more of our daily lives,
socially engineer us to desired results, change our thinking, change our habits, spend every nickel they can get
their hands on, deplete city reserves, force us all to pay
more in taxes and fees to pay for it all, and get reelected. It’s a broken record and there’s little time left to
turn it around.
In the quest to keep Cotati’s small town charm alive,
city leaders took their eyes off the ball, got sidetracked
by the allure of free stuff. The results have been a fiscal
crisis in the making which has been driving the town
into the ground for years. Cotati has been suffering
from years of heavy regulations, rising city fees, needless and endless delays for business permits, overzealous
building inspectors, and very little help from city council members who simply could not bring themselves to
roll up their sleeves, get more involved, or keep a high
profile around town. We can do better and must do better while there is still time.
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Business Owners
and City Face Off
( From Page One )
What led to this confrontation? In a letter sent by
Howard Levy Appraisal Group, Inc. to a number of
Old Redwood Highway businesses on August 22,
Mr. Levy stated “ a decision has been made by the
City of Cotati to appraise your property. The
area being considered for acquisition is for public use of the above identified project.” The letter

October, 2012
the plan goes forward, the city will jackhammer the
sidewalk that Mr. Maolini recently laid in front of
his business and replace it with… another sidewalk!
Mr. Maiolini asked why the city could not just leave
his sidewalk intact, and extend the new trafficcalming sidewalk a few feet further into the street.
Mr. O’Bid had no real answer to this question.
Next, Mr. O’Bid was asked how long it would
take the city to rip out the old sidewalk and replace
it with their new sidewalk. His answer? “As quickly
as possible.” When asked if that meant Mr. Maiolini’s property access would be torn up for two
weeks, three weeks, or three months, Mr. O’Bid
repeated his weak answer: “As soon as possible.”
Mr. O’Bid was also asked why the city was pressing ahead with this disagreeable plan when it is al-
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LIST of COTATI
BUSINESS PEOPLE
THAT OPPOSE
ROUNDABOUTS:
In a recent flyer, the people who want to choke Cotati traffic with a one-lane roundabout plan say the
majority of businesses support this idea. This statement is about as believable as a herd of sheep claiming that the world needs more lamb chops.
This paper personally talked to local merchants, and
obtained their signature on a form that said:
I am opposed to roundabouts in Cotati, and you can
use my name in your website and advertising.

Here is a list of those businesses:

City Engineer Damien O’Bid (center)
Has No Good Answers, Either

did not explicitly state that the project in question is
the hated Village Main Street Plan, which is almost
certain to be rejected by voters on November 6,
when they vote Yes on Measure U.
Striking an arrogant tone, the letter further said,
“You have the right to accompany me on this first
visit to the property.” If a letter like this were addressed to me, I’d have a few questions: “Why
would Mr. Levy assume he has the right to intrude
on my property at all? Why would I not have the
right to be on my own property? Is Mr. Levy implying that I have no right to keep an eye on his activities during the second visit?”
Evidently, the property owners felt the same way,
because when Mr. Levy turned up to do his dirty
work on behalf of the city, he ran straight into a wall
of unhappy property owners who want nothing to do
with the roundabouts, or with Mr. Levy’s opinion of
the businesses they have built with their own hands
and their own dollars.
About five minutes after Mr. Levy’s arrival, City
Engineer Damien O’Bid arrived, and tried to put a
positive spin on the proceedings. His attempt failed
completely; almost as badly as the Downtown Specific Plan, which was also perpetrated on Mr.
O’Bid’s watch.

most certain to be voted down on November 6. He
had no answer.
Finally, Mr. Maiolini asked if the city would repay him the $11,000 he spent on his own sidewalk
only three years ago, plus the $750 permit he paid
the city. Mr. O’Bid had no answer.
At one point, Mr. O’Bid tried to tell this reporter
that “there are a lot of misperceptions about the
roundabouts.” On Thursday, September 6, I asked
him if he would grant me an interview in his office
to explain why my perceptions of the roundabouts
are wrong. He answered, “Sure.”
On Monday, September 10, at 7:30 AM, I sent
Mr. O’Bid an email requesting the interview that he
promised. As you may have seen in a related story
on Page 1, two full weeks after the meeting in the
picture above, Mr. O’Bid has not responded to my
email, or to repeated follow-up phone calls reminding him of the promise he made..

8-Ball Tavern
Arch’s Glass
Carl’s Body Shop
Cotati Market
Cotati Jewelers
Cotati Massage Therapy
Cotati Yacht Club
Ferrari Salon
Downtown Garage
Gravenstone’s
Loud and Clear Music
Joel and Ron’s Harmony Garage
John Osborn, ORH Property
Owner
Miller Driving School
Mi Pueblo Restaurant
Mi Pueblito Restaurant
Masala Jack’s
Rancho Realtors
RMS Management
Royal Coach Car Wash
Tama Rama
Tradewinds
True Value Hardware

VOTE YES ON
MEASURE U

Mr. Maiolini asked Mr. O’Bid to draw a map of the
property to be seized, and to explain what the city
planned to do with it. According to Mr. O’Bid, if

Ah Cotati
By Eric Kirchmann
Cotati

Well Rohnert Park turns 50 with fireworks and fanfare!
This is not a compare and contrast between old small
town charming Cotati, and the planned, mega-store chain
multi- hotel shopping center, new Friendly City of
Rohnert Park. There is not enough time or space for that,
and besides it would not be fair, as I was unable to attend
Rohnert Park's fiftieth. I was on the road and sadly did not
make it back in time, but greatly appreciated the Mayor's
invitation. It is easy to bash Rohnert Park, because it has
the same storefronts that many cities have, like San Jose,
San Bernardino, or all points in between. Suffice it to say
Rohnert Park has more stores, more people, more commerce, more parks, more schools, and more sections.
They now have approved plans for their downtown! Years
ago their downtown was bordered by Southwest and CollegeView, there was a gas station, a grocery store, a hardware store, and a few random shops and even a local
newspaper.
Uh folks it was an awful lot like Cotati at the same time,
at least it had the same ingredients. Cotati was on
Old Redwood Highway the 101 of its time, and RP had a
college smack dab in the center of town. It even had a
swimming pool and there wasn't a chicken coop in sight.
So much for history and comparisons as there sn't enough
time or space.Things are relative after all... back then Cotati rejoiced when Old Redwood Highway was expanded
to two lanes, because this added to traffic flow and commerce. The traffic flow was handled by stop signs.
Novato in marvelous Marin expanded their stretch of Old
Red too, to two lanes and still maintains traffic flow with
the same stop signs and uh Novato is much bigger than
Cotati.
Face it folks. When it comes to commerce, Cotati is the
smallest city on Old Redwood Highway. Well, I guess we
can slide in to history at this point. Fact- checkers can go
to the Old Cotati Grammar School (now known as Cotati
City Hall) and inside the thrice-remodeled hallway is a

rack of information with bus schedules, recycling flyers,
and local news bits; and as you walk in the door there is
information about Cotati and how glad our founders were
for the expansion of Old Redwood Highway and the increased traffic flow and expected commerce.
Behind closed doors, like our city staff, lies the million
dollar Downtown Specific Plan; bolstered by out-of-town
consultants, it is based squarely on the present configuration of four lanes, two each way, to allow traffic flow
through our commercial corridor, which is now known as
the Northern Gateway.
You can't make this stuff up. It cost taxpayers millions to
confirm this traffic flow truth. Of lesser documentation, is
the belief amongst old timers, who read books and talked
over baked goods and grounds, that our Cotati charm,
culture, and city centre may have come from an escapee
of Zappa L.A. ready to start anew with free stores, mud,
and dancing in the streets. Vito, Carl, and others danced,
pranced, and built the first stage in LaPlaza Park in the
center of Cotati and created a culture of free expression
and diversity.
Way Back When, the streets were disrupted with whirling
dancers and joy. Citizens of Cotati rejoiced, and the
streets were filled with smiles. Some damn this time in
our history, but it paved the way for latecomers to claim
credit for musical notes on sound walls and overpasses. It
appears now that we will always have roads torn up andpaving the way to our planned futures... This was and is
our history.
San Jose was founded in 1776, "The All American City"
of San Bernardino started in 1810. Cotati started much
later and has always felt that it is playing catch-up. When
citizen (Firstname) Adler, pointed out roundabouts and
their use in Europe, staff smiled or smirked, and dismissed the notion as "Citizen's Business". The council
voted roundabouts down when given the choice. Outgoing
Janet Orchard voted "no" to a roundabout in the Hub of
Sonoma County. Janet came to Cotati and ran as an unknown. She had not participated in Cotati in any way,
hadn't volunteered, or served, sat on no committees or
commissions, but she wanted earnestly to be on the City
Council. She spent a great deal (the most in fact if history
serves me) to run for office and return to office with
political consultants and slick promotions. Janet worked
hard, won all her campaigns, voted against roundabouts,
smiled once or twice, showed some citizens respect at

times and served many many years as a Council Woman,
Member, Person, or whatever. She deserves our respect
and thanks as she chose to serve and continue when many
would not bother. She added some diversity and history.
She made some tough decisions and choices. We should
learn to thank people for serving when others are too
busy. We need to reflect on what people bring to Cotati
and what they leave. We have no Pollo Loco in Cotati.
We can't say we don't have chain stores, or problems as
big as bankruptcy of one type or another, but we do not
have any Pollo Loco in charming small town Cotati.
Thank who you wish for that. That is part of our history,
for a fact. Think and say what you can, but be sure to
vote. Be happy that you are here and not there! Ah Cotati!
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We asked the Ad Hoc Committee to consider a plan that would use the funds to
improve more miles of bad roads and
demonstrate road preservation and repair
strategies that will maximize road dollars.
The supervisors will explain how this one
-time allocation of funds will be used and
discuss options for future funding.

A LOOK AT THE PEOPLE AND THINGS THAT MAKE THE DRIVING EXPERIENCE IN
COTATI MORE ENJOYABLE AS WE CELEBRATE COTATI’S LONG LOVE AFFAIR
WITH THE AUTOMOBILE, TRUCK AND MOTORCYCLE.
WE BELIEVE WALKING CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH. SO, LIKE ANYTHING ELSE, WALKING SHOULD ONLY BE DONE IN MODERATION. DRIVING
PROVIDES COMFORT AND SAFETY THAT WALKING SIMPLY CAN’T.
I recently sold a car I had owned for
years, but almost never drove. It was a ‘65
Mustang convertible. From a distance of
ten feet, it would have been a suitable entry in the Penngrove Parade, but up close
and personal, its little flaws made it a candidate for about $10,000 of paint, top, and
assorted restoration work.
I explained all these defects in a
craigslist ad, and ultimately found a buyer
who will make a hobby of restoring it
completely.

your price without questioning it, offers a
cashier’s check, then asks you to ship
your item after you get the check.
The scam here is fake cashier’s checks,
which leave you with nothing.
A worse scam involves transactions involving larger items, such as cars, for
cash, and can happen to either buyer or
seller. In this scam, you are asked to meet
at some location. The perpetrator then
pulls a gun or knife, steals your car or
your money, and disappears.

County Supervisors Zane
and Rabbitt Discuss Ad
Hoc Committee on Roads
On November 14th, at 5PM, Supervisors
Zane and Rabbitt will discuss the crisis in
road maintenance in Sonoma County.
They will respond to questions from SOSroads and the audience at the next Road
Summit.
The supervisors will address the financial
challenge the county is facing in finding
funds to repair 1,382 miles of county
roads. Susan Klassen, Deputy Director of
Public Works, will make a short presentation on the status of county roads, road
funding and options for repairing our
roads. Questions and comments will be
take from the audience.

Last June, the supervisors approved a onetime $8 million boost for the road budget
to address the road crisis. With the addiSo what do you do? Last week, I got one tion of a $2.2 million franchise fee for
The real point of this story.
This isn’t just some pity party about a
of these emails meeting the exact price of trash haulers, the added money nearly
tripled county general funds devoted for
guy who parted with a piece of his youth my car, sight unseen, and asking where
roads for the 2012-2013 fiscal year to
and will never see it again. In the process I’d like to meet him.
of selling it, I discovered something that
After thinking it over, I had the follow- $15.3 from $5.3 million. The added $8
million came from a one-time allocation
could be valuable to anybody who sells
ing suggestion: “You bring the money,
from a reserve fund for delinquent propanything on craigslist or through any
I’ll bring the car. I’ll meet you in the
other online medium. Like many items,
parking lot of the Cotati Police Depart- erty taxes.
this car was a magnet for craigslist scam- ment tomorrow morning at 11.”
mers who emailed some very fishy offers.
I never heard from this wannabe car- SOSroads has urged the Ad Hoc Committee to re-evaluate its plan to devote the
One classic craigslist move to avoid is
jacker again.
additional $8 million to just four roads.
any buyer from out of town who meets

Cotati’s car and truck culture is
legendary. For many years,
Cotati was known as a trucking
town. To some extent it still
is, with a few trucking firms
and truck repair shops on the
west side of town.
The assault on traditional
automobiles and motorcycles
from Cotati City Hall has been
underway for many years now.
We will begin to take a closer
look at this issue and celebrate
Cotati’s colorful love affair with
the internal combustion engine
in all its forms and in all its
glory.
That’s it for this month.
Good Motoring,
Greg Karraker

If these lanes aren’t wide enough, The Rancho
Adobe Fire Chief Frank Treanor says they
could create serious obstacles for emergency
vehicles. Also, if roundabouts are supposed to
keep traffic flowing, how do pedestrians cross
safely? And there are no bicycle lanes in the proposed roundabouts, so where do they go? The city
claims that some bicyclists may be forced up on
the sidewalks near the roundabouts because the
bike lane ends there. It was a major complaint of
Story and opinion by Greg Karraker
bicycle enthusiasts at public workshops. Also, see
the story on Page 5 about the City of Pleasanton
spending $600,000 to tear out their roundabouts
(Cotati CA) When you get your sample ballot in
because they were a nuisance and a safety hazlate September, you will see arguments asking you ard.
to Vote YES on U to ban roundabouts in Cotati,
and an argument written by the City, asking you to
vote no. The city’s argument in favor of these unpopular detours is a real piece of truth-bending. To
help you decide, we are reprinting the city’s argument for roundabouts, one paragraph at a time,
followed by a number of simple facts the city
doesn’t want you to think about:

izing any state or federal grant for roadwork for the
next three years. Banning roundabouts anywhere
in Cotati forever means we will never be able to
use a proven approach that moves traffic safely
and efficiently.

City Statement # 1: If you care about safety, if
you prefer not to waste money and time, if you
want a cleaner, healthier environment, vote no on
Measure U. Defeating this measure means we can
improve our Northern Gateway for $1.2 million less
than the plan we'd be forced to use if Measure U
passes.

In rebuttal, the facts: We’ve already shown the
opposite. There are even more reasons to support
Measure U, including months of construction, cutthrough traffic in the neighborhoods, and the many
businesses that won’t survive the drop in business.
This is why nearly every merchant in the area
says this plan will damage their business (See
list on Page 3.) So help stop roundabouts from
doing any more damage.

The City of Cotati
Spin on
Roundabout Plan
vs. the Real Facts

In rebuttal, the facts: The city only has two plans,
and they aren’t forced to use either one. Both city
plans have a hugely oversized 18-foot center strip
that they refuse to cut down to a reasonable size.
The center strip on Columbus Avenue in San Francisco is only 6 feet wide. The huge center median
strip on Rohnert Park Expressway is 14 feet wide.
Why does the city insist on an 18 foot center
strip that’s almost two lanes wide? It’s huge.

City Statement #3: Roundabouts mean less time
at intersections waiting for a green light, wasting
less gas, causing less vehicle pollution and noise.
In addition, roundabouts create highly visible opportunities for landscaping and sculpture, making
our city a more attractive place to live and visit.

City Statement #2: Roundabouts mean safer
streets for you and your family, virtually eliminating
fatalities, reducing injury collisions up to 80% and
reducing all collision types up to 51%. The US Department of Transportation calls roundabouts one
of the "Top 9 Life-Saving Measures." Roundabouts
are endorsed by State transportation agencies
across the country, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Caltrans, and numerous police and fire
agencies, including the Cotati Police Department.
Alternatively, signalized intersections, where cars
are traveling at higher rates of speed and prone to
"T-bone crashes," result in more accidents causing
death and serious injury.

In rebuttal, the facts: To work properly, roundabouts need to let traffic flow smoothly. This plan
was first described as a “traffic diet”, which would
discourage through traffic, and have a maximum of
2400 cars per hour. In this 4-block area, there is
one stoplight at East Cotati Avenue, and another at 116, which could trap one-lane traffic in
a bottleneck. This could result in stalled cars
idling for longer times. According to a traffic
study commissioned by Oliver’s Market, if Old Redwood Highway remained 4 lanes, with some minor
changes, it could easily handle 4,000 cars an hour.
Furthermore, the city has no solution for what happens when a car breaks down in the middle of a
roundabout, or on one of the single lanes. What if
there is an accident? Who knows how long it might
take to remove the damaged vehicles and attend to
anyone injured?

In rebuttal, the facts: This may be true for cars,
but what about fire engines, ambulances, bicycles
and pedestrians? The City’s plan cuts Old Redwood Highway down to one lane in each direction.

City Statement #4: This ban makes bad financial
sense, costing Cotati taxpayers up to $3.7 Million.
It jeopardizes an existing $1.1 million grant to improve our downtown, while simultaneously jeopard-

In rebuttal, the facts: If you are flat broke, and
see a $48 shirt on sale for $11 off, did you really
lose $37 by not buying it? That’s the math the City
thinks you’re dumb enough to buy. True, there’s
$1.1 million in grants set aside, but who says that
money has to go for a roundabout plan? Why are
the only alternatives between two overpriced
plans? A few simple traffic lights, some minor
landscaping improvements, plus resealing and restriping the street could cost a whole lot less.
City’s Statement #5: This ban is simply too extreme. To the best of our knowledge, there is no
similar anti-roundabout ordinance anywhere in the
United States. This poorly written initiative has no
place in our community. It's bad for traffic, bad for
safety and bad for Cotati.

Vote YES on Measure U.
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Pleasanton, CA Learns Bitter Lesson
( From Page One )

•

Sunday
Night
Family Special
CHECK IN BETWEEN 5 & 7 p.m.

Includes:
*2 Hours of Bowling
*Shoe Rental
*12” Pepperoni Pizza
*Pitcher of Soda

All For Only
$39 Per Lane!
No Limit on Number of Persons Per
Lane

EXTRA PIZZA & SODA
PACKAGE $10
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Letters to the Editor
Email: editor@thecotatiindependent.com
Dear Editor,
Did you read the notice stuffed inside
our water and sewer bills about ballot
Measure U, (No Roundabouts) ? The city
sure makes it sound all so bad if it passes,
don't they? The city claims if Measure U
passes, the city will face potentially outrageous costs.
I just appreciate what the notice didn't
say. Nice move, City of Cotati; nice move.
But let's just take a look-see at what the
notice failed to reveal, such as: where traffic will be detoured while they will be constructing these roundabouts, narrowing the
streets, widening the sidewalks and planting trees down the middle of the Old Red’.
What is the proposed construction timeline? Three to six months for each roundabout? (That's without any glitches in construction or weather delays, etc.) The notice didn’t mention that at 2,200 cars per
hour during peak hours (the City’s Planning Dept. numbers - not mine), even if
a small fraction of those cars and big rigs
go down Charles St., George St., or Benson Lane, that’s 100+ cars (minimum) per
hour traveling through our residential
neighborhoods.
Can 100, 50, or even 30 cars traverse
safely on Charles St. as folks wait at that
stop sign for the flow of traffic to clear
enough so they can enter East Cotati Ave.?
What about Benson Lane.? Or Valparaiso?
Can you imagine 100 cars traveling down
those streets every hour?
What also wasn't mentioned in the city’s
letter was that by the time the entire project is built there will be only one lane
traveling in each direction - as opposed to
the current two lanes in each direction.
I already sit in traffic during peak hours
in the morning and evening leaving south
Cotati on Old Redwood Hwy. through
town to get to Hwy. 101 North, and then
travel back through town again at 5:30 pm
where I'm sitting through red lights at the
lane merge at the plaza, and that's with
four lanes full of traffic - five lanes if you
count the "left turn only" lane. Imagine
what one lane in each direction is going to
be like?
Oh, that's right. Sitting in more traffic,
we will all get to really see all the local
businesses and possibly decide, to-heck
with going home and this traffic, and then
take more time searching for parking so we
can patronize these businesses on our way
home after working an 8-hour day. “It's
good for business,” according to the City's
Power-Point presentation. Meanwhile, our
city manager never has to face the
"downtown-construction-and-roundabouthell" since she lives out west. She can just
escape the mess free and clear up West
Sierra Ave. to Stony Point. Must be nice...

Sure, roundabouts can work in some
places. Petaluma has quite a few roundabouts - but hello! They didn't put one in
the middle of Petaluma Blvd downtown or
in the middle of East Washington St.!
Windsor has a few by the golf course and
in the residential suburbs, but not in the
middle of their downtown. Single-lane
roundabouts on Old Redwood Hwy. in
Cotati? Really? Duh, people, DUH.
So, when you go to vote and you live in
Cotati, remember you could be voting to
have 100 or more cars detoured for months
through your neighborhood (Benson, Olaf,
Charles Williams, George, Valparaiso, all
outlets to East Cotati Ave. - just to name a
few) when the northern gateway and
downtown is closed off while the street is
being narrowed, trees are planted, sidewalks are widened, and roundabouts are all
built.
Then imagine having only one-lane on
Old Redwood Hwy. from Penngrove all
the way to the freeway. Imagine the potential mess. Getting behind a hay truck could
ruin your day. Or what about someone running out of gas? Also remember what happened when a there was that gas tanker
accident last year on Hwy. 101 and what
the traffic looked like in Cotati. It was over
a mile long.
Why in the world would anyone want
this? Wait, let me rephrase - Why in the
world would any Cotati resident want this?
Duh again. Thank you, Cotati City Council
for putting my tax money to good use.
So, at the ballot box this year, when
you’re voting for new city council members, don't forget you do not have to vote
for more than one candidate. Send a message this year to the incumbents who are
forcing this madness upon us. And remember which ones wanted these roundabouts
for you and the town for the next century.
If you vote for these people, you may be
able to reflect on your vote every time
you’re waiting 10 minutes for those 100
cars to pass by just so you can back out of
your driveway.
Just vote for someone who lives here, patronizes here, and speaks out against these
clowns who claim they are making decisions on behalf of Cotati residents. My
vote's with George Barich. The others can't

Submit your letters
to the editor online
at
editor@thecotatiindependent.com

be trusted simply from their own past city
council history of actions when they were
supposed to be representing us.
Vote Yes on Measure U to ban these
stupid roundabouts and kick-to-the-curb
those candidates who support single-lane
traffic and roundabouts on a bonefide
highway. Let’s put some common sense,
experience, dedication, and responsible
leadership back on the city council. Vote
for only one candidate, George Barich for
city council. He stood up against this
madness before and will do it again.

Cooking with
Megan Cromwell

Heidi Bailey
Cotati resident & taxpayer
________________________________

Dear Editor,
On September 11, the Cotati Rohnert
Park School Board bowed to pressure
from Superintendent Robert Haley, Assistant Superintendent Elizabeth Kaufman and Director of Special Services
Diane Ashton to eliminate two of three
Speech and Language positions as a
revenue saving act that would eliminate
services to over 200 students while providing more services to a few prekindergarten students. This is a significant loss of services to both the speech
and language teachers/therapists and to
struggling students in need of assistance.
At a previous well-attended meting in
June, the board voted to keep all three
positions after letters from staff and
teachers were heard, Since then, the administration has pressured staff not to
speak out. Two language therapy teachers have now come forward to say they
were threatened with loss of their jobs if
they attended the board meeting or
wrote letters to the board.
“Let’s get this done,” board member
Marc Orloff said at the subsequently
poorly attended school board meeting in
September. He was joined by board
members Andrew Longmeier and Ed
Gilardi who happen to be up for reelection in November in voting to support
the administration’s cuts.
Isn’t this intimidation and coercion? Is
it a coincidence that one of the eliminated positions was held by a woman
with eighteen years of experience, who
serves as the president of the classified
employees union, the weakest and poorest paid employees in the district?
With the passage of Measure D, why
are we eliminating services to our students? At the September board meeting
Dr. Kaufman illustrated in her PowerPoint presentation that the CRPUSD
was hemorrhaging students to Petaluma
School District. Clearly, the action of
cutting services for students will only
make things worse. Anyone who wants
to review a video/live stream of this
board meeting can see it at the district
website.

Zucchini Cakes with Pan
Roasted Carrots and
Mashed Potatoes
(Gluten-free, vegetarian)

Zucchini Cakes:
1 medium zucchini, shredded
½ yellow bell pepper, very finely
chopped in food processor
¼ medium yellow onion, very finely
chopped in food processor
6 oz Pepper-jack cheese, shredded
2 oz Colby-jack or medium to sharp
cheddar cheese, shredded
1 organic egg, beaten
¼ cup garbanzo bean flour (or other
non-wheat flour to help bind)
½ tsp. garlic powder
Sea salt
Place the zucchini, bell pepper, and
onion in a clean flour sack towel or
double paper towel, and lightly salt to
help draw out the moisture. Squeeze
out the water and place in a bowl. Mix
all the ingredients together. Form into
patties on parchment paper lined
cookie sheet. Bake in a 350º oven for
15 minutes, flipping over halfway
through cooking.
Pan Roasted Carrots:
1 bunch of baby carrots (NOT baby
cut), washed and peeled; Butter; Salt;
Pepper; Dill weed
Place the carrots in boiling salted water

Anonymous,
for 2-3 minutes. Immediately remove
Cotati and Rohnert Park
________________________________ to an ice bath to stop the cooking. Dry

the carrots off, then melt 2 Tbs. of butter in a pan over medium to mediumDear Editor,
high heat. Add the carrots, then lightly
People like John Moore of “Occupy a
Rohnert Park Bar Stool” fame, appeared salt and pepper and 1 Tbs of dry dill.
Cook the carrots to a golden-roasted
anxious to run for a seat on the Cotati
City Council this year, but simply could brown on each side.

Can Mobile World allows you to save up to 70% on
your mobile phone bill. Simply pick your plan and
download a mobile application to your smartphone, or
make calls through the Call Back Service.

“ I can get you a great deal on what you normally pay for your natural gas. Just call me and
I can explain how I can bring your energy bill
back down to earth”
For more
information
call

Brett Sandquist

never work up the nerve, or was talked
out of it. So, once more he’s relegated to
the sidelines, bitter, jealous, and seeking
revenge as a good old soldier for the
entitlement crowd in Cotati who are always crying for more free stuff.
John appears most comfortable striking in the dark of night in an attempt to
destroy any and all candidates who are
not far left radicals who believe in personal property rights, limited government, transparency in government, no
more taxes, putting City Hall on a diet
and back to a five day work week.
When you shine a light on these folks
they crawl back into hiding for a while.
That’s how the political machine in Cotati rolls. They run hot and cold between emotional breakdowns and sobriety. Cronyism is no stranger to John
Moore. John promised the city council
he and his comrades would pay for the
$18,000 cost of the 2009 recall election
and the city wouldn’t spend a dime. He
raised a total of $13 and stuck the taxpayers with the rest. Thanks, John.

Mashed red potatoes:
4-6 medium red potatoes, quartered; ½
cup whole milk ; 3 Tbs. butter; 2 Tbs.
dry dill; 4 scallions, sliced
Boil the potatoes in salted water, then
drain. Put the milk, butter, and dill in a
pot and heat til the butter is melted.
Turn off the heat and add the potatoes
and mash, adding milk if needed. Stir
in the scallions.
Blog: http://
megarasmunchies.blogspot.com/

J. Lewis, Cotati, CA
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Will These Be the Good’
Ol’ Days?
By James Bennett

Let's not mince words. The hour is getting too late for
that. As people all over the world are recognizing, we are in
the midst of a takeover. We've been duped. This chapter
represents the culmination of well over 100 years of clandestine planning, social engineering and manipulations so extensive, so comprehensive, that it is difficult for the well meaning mind to comprehend.
It's been top down and bottom up. Perhaps most effectively
inside out. It's tough for us to do anything about the top down
part. We can do something about the bottom up/inside out part
on a local level. That is what this article is about, engagement.
Like the transmission in our cars, when we're in neutral, we
don't go anywhere. Engaging in our local civil/political dynamic gives our concerns and those of others more drive. Engaging moves us and stimulates us on many levels. The more
we engage, the more driven we are to employ discernment in
terms of why things are the way they are right now, the more
we understand.
Studies have shown people who are engaged in political
affairs are actually happier. I find that being civically active
holds more dignity. The more we engage, the more accountability we bring to what's left of our process. This can't be
over stated. Engagement is the antithesis of apathy. It is exactly what we need right now. It's high time we think for ourselves.
What will it take for many of us to realize that we can no
longer be in the audience of politics? Being audience to
our marriage doesn't work. Being audience to our child's upbringing doesn't work. Being audience to the operation of our
small business doesn't work and is usually expensive or
deadly. We simply can no longer put our political landscape
on cruise control. I never considered myself political, though
friends often refer to my activism as political. It prompted me
to look up the definition of the word politics. There are many
definitions for the word, most of them very different from the
Left/Right paradigm we have been conditioned to associate
with the word 'politics' consisting mostly partisan propaganda
socially engineered to distract or indoctrinate us to a predetermined conclusion.
A while back my wife rolled her eyes as she walked by me
and asked if I was doing "political stuff" again? I was almost
offended. The word politics didn't resonate with me, like my
efforts were somehow being reduced to something cheap and
disingenuous. My response was; "You mean this humanity
stuff?" Although the word humanity might sound a little too
lofty to some, it is appropriate. This escalating globalist
movement/assault is an attack on humanity the scope of
which would be an interesting article itself.
Right now there are elections coming up. Local election
outcomes could make a big difference in the future of Cotati,
Sonoma County and beyond. As what happens in Cotati is a
microcosm of what's really happening across our country.
Having a public official in office who speaks the truth, won’t
take donations, runs a real business, studied government in
college and graduated top of his class and runs a monthly
newspaper that censors no one scares his opponents and their
small gang of far left supporters. Their constant efforts to
prevent diversity on the city council by doing everything possible to prevent George Barich's from being elected to the city
council should be of much interest and concern to all of Sonoma County and beyond.
Our Freedoms, our property rights and our finances are
very much in question at this time. The ideology to which our
officials are complicit is the reason. Look, if you care about
your well being and the well being of our kids. If you care
about our fiscal health. If you care about decisions YOU are
paying for that will directly effect YOU. Then you are of a
political mind according to the literal definition. If it pertains
to social, economic or governing policy; it is a political matter. I found it interesting that in ancient Greece all citizens
were granted the right to vote and that considerable social
burden went with that right. Failure to do so implied that the
individual was selfish, putting his personal needs ahead of a
societal responsibility (women and slaves couldn't vote). In
fact this is where the word idiot comes from, as it defined an
outcast who would be shunned and referred to as such. Our
failure to engage and pay attention in large numbers has
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penultimate that has
been carefully orchestrated to occur at a time of their choosing out of which these tyrants hope the stage will be set to
impose a New World Order. Their hope being that out of the
chaos and fear, a humbled populace will go along with just
about anything.
There is much they want us to go along with.
Many experts, much smarter than I, truly think the time is
very soon. The extent of recent secret military build up, urban exercises and preparation would truly blow our
mind. There are many other clues that the stage is set and
something big is in the works. In actuality, many analysts believe the dollar already crashed in '08, it has merely
been temporarily propped up again by printing more fiat currency. "Quantities Easing" (QE3) hasn't eased the world's reservations regarding the legitimacy and real value of our dollar.
You can't solve a problem from the same place in which it
originates, but it does serve to incrementally enslave us, as the
painful road to hyper inflation takes us to a place where globalists want us to live; serfdom. Official looking paper backed
in large part by the illusion of trust which has been largely
eroded in recent years.
This will be a very unique time of much consequence. The
more we learn, the more our trust in traditional iconic institutions will diminish. A time in which we will have to trust ourselves and trust each other. Much will be called into question. Masks will fall. A time that will test our conviction,
courage and faith. Our officials have failed us, betrayed our
trust. The question now might be; will we fail each other?
Look after each other? Finally realize that the only polarities
that really matter are oppressor and the oppressed. More importantly Love or fear. Finally realize what's really important;
what's real, and what isn't.
What can we do? First of all, try not to reside in fear, a
place that paralyzes. A place that causes physiological
changes, impairs our judgment, making us receptive to the
power of suggestion. This is the problem-reactionsolution dynamic that has been used to manipulate and control
us for generations, and they are expecting it to work again
(Hegelian Dialectic). It is their Modus Operandi. Second, having someone that's in your corner representing your interests
and reporting the truth could make all the difference. A local
public official with his own newspaper presents an unusual
opportunity for us, especially since he encourages anyone to
write and be published. Having a true patriot running for office is an unusual opportunity these days. I can count how
many Constitutional officials I know of in the Bay Area using
my fingers. Instead of speculating whether a candidate will be
true to their word, like the typical campaign dynamic-we have
a known quantity. Cotati's current regime is a known quantity
too, a big quantity of betrayal and irresponsible leadership, an
uncalled for departure from what Cotati (or any town) expects
in terms of their oath, their loyalty, judgment, common sense
and most importantly good will. Good will is huge, we all
make mistakes, at least we want to know that our representatives are trying to do the right thing by us. We want to know
that their intentions are pure and that they will listen to us.
This crop of city officials you have now are not leaders, are
not trying to do the right thing by their constituents as outlined by their basic job description, oath and therefore the
Constitution. They are trying to conform to, appease and be
rewarded by a foreign NGO tasked with insidiously imposing totalitarian ideology and rule on our country. What this
chapter is coming down to for public figures and those
in uniform is simple, a decision; will they act like and support Americans or globalists? Unfortunately, your current
tight little treasonous cabal of public officials in Cotati have
already decided.
I would like to thank George Barich for his courage both in
his willingness to stand up for us, and to stand up to the status
quo as his own man refusing to go along just to get along. I
want to thank George for donating countless hours and his
own money to publish the only small newspaper in Sonoma
County willing to print truth as well as opposing points of
view. Both efforts deserve our admiration and support. I have
never met anyone so committed to turning our country around
one city at a time and reaches out for more public participation like George. As he shines the spotlight on what is really
going on in Cotati, peeling back the layers for all to see, many
hiss, complain, and run back into the dark of safety. Take notice, Cotati.

brought us to a place that could be described as insane. Albert
Einstein defined insanity as doing the same thing over and
over but expecting a different result. I would submit that not
doing anything and expecting different results might fall in
the same category. Many self-help, motivational life coaches
and shrinks will tell us that if we keep doing what we've always done, we'll keep getting what we're getting. Cotati, the
question of the hour is; "Do you like what you're getting?"
What you have now is a little group of public officials afflicted with what I call Goalongitis. A highly contagious
disorder often contracted from others that have been going
along to get along. I wish we had a pill that would cure it. In
an ICLEI-adherent local government it's easy to catch because most all the coworkers have it. George Barich didn't
catch it. His character, critical thinking skills and courage to
ask questions saved him from being duped. He had a healthy
allegiance to his constituents. Often a good dose of common
sense or morals can be enough to fend off this social disease.
Fact is, when George Barich was put to the test as a city
leader, he quickly went to work promoting his campaign
pledges and tried to win over his colleagues. He showed he
had a spine and would not roll over to failed policies of falling
prey to the promises of free money out there. He knew he
was risking a backlash and even a recall that would put his
political career at risk. But it was never about George. It was
about Cotati and exposing the wrong track the city had put
itself on.
Believe me, the rest of Cotati City Hall made it very uncomfortable for George Barich when he was in office because
he stood his ground and would not conform and how refreshing it was to so many people in the county. The council
showed they were the racists and it was something to behold.
Many of us got a big kick out of it. They lodged a dirty smear
campaign in a concerted effort with the Chamber of Commerce and radical leftists in Cotati to get rid of him and restack the deck on the council with five devout liberals.
George represented so many in Cotati that didn’t want their
taxes raised, didn’t want their town fundamentally transformed into someone else’s vision that would not work. He
knew the city’s belt needed to be tightened further. He voted
against taking federal TARP/Stimulous money to pave a portion of roadway as obscene because it was borrowed money
on the backs of our children.
This all causes the average observer to ask; what do these
other public servants have to hide? Where is the transparency?
Where is the televising of the city meetings? Like hundreds
of ICLEI Charters across America, their allegiance lies with
this globalist NGO who's goals would never be accepted by
the people overtly. THAT is why George was a detriment to
their covert Agenda. A "gadfly" in their ointment, and enemy
in their midst. The last thing liberals want is diversity on the
city council. That would cause them to have to defend their
policies on a regular basis. If the people were awake to what
this Agenda and it's ideology represents to their freedoms,
property rights personal, their community's sovereignty and
their overall well being...well let's just say the natives would
be getting very restless.
Speaking of restless natives. I truly believe, unfortunately,
that we are likely to see unprecedented societal discord
and unrest very soon. This chapter represents the culmination
of well over 100 years of efforts by the global elite and the
“banksters”. The same basic cabal that have been and now
orchestrate all that is dark in our world. They want a One
World Government, One World Currency, and a lot more.
They want it all, total power. Many believe that the dollar's
number is finally up. Powerful banking interests spoke of a
One World Government in 1913 when a faction of our government managed the Federal Reserve Act passed while much
of Congress was home for Christmas Holiday. They schemed
in private (at Jekyll Island) much like the elite do today. A few
years later after utilizing many of the same tricks still in play; You can contact Jim Bennett: jamben143@yahoo.com
lies, propaganda, polarization, deceit and fear, then President
Woodrow Wilson signed the legislation which changed the
course of American history and assured a concentration of
wealth, control and power to the few. What would be the price
of this history changing mistake (he later expressed profound
remorse)? We are about to find out. This might be the crash

The Cotati
Independent
RATE CARD
P.O. Box 7841, Cotati, CA 94931
Phone: (707) 795-4121
Email: editor@thecotatiindependent.com

Soups,
Salads, Sandwiches, Appetizers,
Great Side Orders, Munchies, Take Out Orders.
Tri Tip Sliders, Fish N Chips, Jalapenos Poppers,
Yachty Burgers, Steak Sandwiches. Yum Yum.

Open Rate……………………...$6.95 / Col Inch
Full Page .................................................. $800
1/2 Page ................................................... $410
1/4 Page ................................................... $210
1/8 Page ................................................... $110
Front Page, bottom banner...… $300
4” x 4 cols monthly . ................................ $ 50
2” x 2 cols monthly ................................. $ 25

Come in and enjoy, or call for a take out.

Inserts:
Single sheet (8.5 x11)............................. $360
Tabloid .................................................. $500

Drink Specials throughout the week.

Inserted Card ........................................... $500

Friendly atmosphere, pool tables, great parking,
large screen TVs.

COLOR IS NOW FREE! *****

Call: 707-795-1417

(Includes 1 color printing on 67# Vellum Bristol 5” x 8”
image area.)

Because of a special arrangement with our
printers, we are now offering free color for all
ads.

8

The Cotati Independent

October, 2012

My three opponents in this city council race
appear tongue tied. So, here are a few items
I stand for and why I feel I deserve your vote.
( From Page One )

.

Candidate John De’Osso was
offered this half page to make his
case to the community why he
deserves your vote.

Candidate George Barich
www.BARICH2012.com

An Overview:
No roundabouts. No single lanes on Old Red’
Refuses all campaign contributions !
Supports sustainable and honest city budgets
Bring diversity to the city council
Hire more police, less city planners
Advocate a business friendly city
Call for term limits for council members
Cablecast and Webcast the city meetings now
Stop Cotati’s dependency on federal grant funding

Reduce water and sewer rates.
Promote volunteerism at City Hall
Hold office hours at City Hall to better serve you;
return your calls and emails.
Make City Hall Transparent
Drop the time limits for public comment
Demand excellence in local government
Bring you the real news of Cotati every month
Will ask, $212,000 a year for a city manager?
Will ask, $237,000 a year for a police chief?
Will ask, leasing police cars?
Will ask, a $73 million Downtown Specific Plan?
Will ask, more low income housing?
Will ask, how many city planners?
Will ask, why is Cotati still borrowing money?
Will bring common sense back to City Hall.

He declined to comment.
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Candidate Susan Harvey was
Candidate Wendy Skillman was
offered this half page to make her offered this half page to make her
case to the community why she case to the community why she
deserves your vote.
deserves your vote.

She declined to comment.

She declined to comment.
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Vote NO ON Measure Z

Vote Yes ON Measure Z

(The $60 increase in parcel taxes for the fire department)

(The $60 increase in parcel taxes for the fire department)
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If you have read any of my stories in the
last year, it should be clear that I am
The Rancho Adobe Fire District (RAFD)
against almost every tax increase I have
is made up of two separate legal jurisdicseen, because I believe most of them are
tions. The District is comprised of a porjust
blank checks to sloppy government.
tion of rural unincorporated Sonoma
County which is governed by the Sonoma
Measure Z is different, and it has my
County General Plan and County Supervitotal support.
sors. The second portion of the District is
found in the City of Cotati, an incorporated
But we’ll get to my opinion later. What
area which is governed by Cotati’s City
really counts are the opinions of all voters,
Council with it’s municipal code, zoning
and of the Sonoma County Taxpayers Association, and the Press Democrat,
code, and General Plan.
who wound up on the right side of this issue in a recent editorial. All these
groups
are enthusiastically in favor of this temporary tax increase.
General Plans are the doctrines by which
growth is permitted, planned, and executed only when proven water supplies,
What the Sonoma County Taxpayers Association says:
sewage treatment, and other infrastructure is planned with proven funding
through bond measures and other means typically voted on by the public. For
“Measure Z is Rancho Adobe Fire District’s proposed $60, 8 year parcel tax
this reason the RAFD’s financial future is fatally flawed.
intended to raise approximately $400,000 annually.District serves the Cotati,
Penngrove and Liberty Valley communities maintaining a fire station in each. It
The Sonoma County General Plan does not, and will not, allow for much
has 15 full-time employees and 9 part-time positions which are filled by 12 partgrowth in rural areas of the RAFD. Most of the County is already mapped as
water scarce, there are no formal sewage systems, only failing septic systems, timers. The District has a $3.3 million annual budget and faces a $387,000 operating deficit in the current fiscal year.
so high density housing and commercial businesses such as factories are not
likely to appear in the next 20 years or more.
We met and discussed Measure Z with Chief Frank Treanor and Steve
Davidson of the Rancho Adobe Fire District. Rising above the all too familiar
Ground water supplies are dominated in terms of pumping by the Sonoma
County Water Agency, and are committed to the major cities of Sonoma County tale of declining revenues, increasing expenses and aging equipment were sevand now Marin County whose consumption of our ground water will soon grow eral factors telling us we were dealing with an unusual case of public officials
from 6 billion gallons a year to 22.25 billion gallons per year. You can’t grow an committed not only to providing high quality services to the community, but doing so in a cost efficient manner cognizant that taxpayers foot the bill.
economy and expand a tax base when mandatory water rationing is eminent.
The Cotati General Plan does have provisions for limited growth even with
infrastructure that is now in place, but the overall picture of development for Cotati is grim. The City is not designed for commercial growth, and like the town of
Penngrove, it’s in the way of Rohnert Park and Santa Rosa who stands to get
what’s left of the lions share of essential resources to grow. The land developers who run the County want it this way. The Casino was the wild card exception.

Perhaps most striking is Rancho Adobe’s lack of an unfunded pension liability, almost unheard of these days. Like many agencies, the District is a
CalPERS participant, but unlike most other agencies that have in the last decade adopted 3% @ 5 pension formulas, many even retroactively without corresponding contributions from their employees, Rancho Adobe demonstrated rare
foresight and recognized the unsustainability of such formulas and retained its
2% @ 50 formula.

To summarize, no growth in rural RAFD, and extremely limited growth in Cotati, means little expansion of tax base dollars to support continued and escalating local government costs including the RAFD. Each person’s share of the burden will grow with each passing year. Want proof? Look back at what has already happened in the last 20 years of Fire District financial burdens as the records show that with limited growth we can’t keep up with inflation. The costs
always outdistance the revenues and this is why we can’t build our way out of
debt.

The District also switched to a high-deductible HSA health plan for its employees in 2008 resulting in annual average savings of $73,000. The District has
also resisted the temptation to grant regular pay raises based on the levels paid
by other fire agencies and today pays on average 22% less than neighboring
districts. And in what can only be described as creative, out-of-the-box thinking,
when faced with a $252,000 replacement cost for a specialized fire grade water
tender (a tanker truck that hauls water to fire scenes), the District rewrote the
specifications to allow purchase of two commercial grade water tenders for the
same cost.”

As a 56 year resident of Penngrove, I never thought I would see friends and
local families in the RAFD lose their homes to foreclosure, and the foreclosures
continue. And the RAFD staff wants us to help them with more of our
money?????
People aren’t working, unemployment in this county is high, and many of
those who are employed have had to make serious concessions and cutbacks
to keep their jobs and homes. We have lost sight of buying American made
goods; this is the price we pay. This downward spiral won’t change until the
American public insists on supporting the home team once again.

What the Press Democrat says:
says
“If there's a public agency out there with a good argument for why it needs a
tax increase, it's the Rancho Adobe Fire Protection District. Under the guidance
of Chief Frank Treanor, this small district, serving Cotati, Penngrove and unincorporated areas near Petaluma, has gone far to live within its means.

It has cut operating expenses 25 percent, avoided salary increases four out of
the past five years, modified its health plan for a savings of some $231,000 over
four years and paid off its unfunded pension liability, something few agencies or
I was appalled to read that Greg Karraker, reporter for The Cotati Independent municipalities can boast.
newspaper, was ignoring the fact that $150 of new state fire tax fees are now
And yet, because of the decline in property values over the past four years,
being levied on rural residents in California without a vote of the people.
the agency continues to struggle to make ends meet. Facing a $300,000 shortfall this year, the district faces having to cut staff and close one of its three fire
The RAFD gratefully accepts monetary donations. I ask, how many people
stations on a rotating basis.
who supported the last two RAFD ballot measures to raise our fire taxes have
made annual donations to our fire district after the people voted down these
To avoid that, the district is going to voters with Measure Z, a special tax of
large tax hikes? Perhaps Mr. Karraker would like to make public all the dona$60 per parcel. The tax would generate $426,000 a year, which would allow the
tions he has made, or is his position he will only pay if we all have to pay?
district to plug its shortfall while also setting aside enough money to pay for new
trucks and other apparatus that will need replacing in the near future. The speThe collective RAFD Board of Directors cannot, or will not, shake this credit
card mentality they have of spending money they don’t have, spending beyond cial tax will expire in eight years, but by then the hope is property values will
their means, running deficits, failing to save for capital improvements, and tak- have recovered, bringing the district's other revenue back to a healthier place
ing out loans to buy newer equipment. These board members are typical of
Measure Z is a modest tax increase that is not out to make anybody rich. The
most government officials in the County, State, and those across this nation.
district
will still be dependent on the support of nine volunteers, nine part-time
Many of these RAFD board members have their own fire department pensions
firefighters
who are paid minimum wage and 15 full-time firefighters whose pay,
or strong ties to the local firefighter unions. Unions represent about 9% of the
vote here in Sonoma County, but they are the largest source of campaign contri- on average, is roughly 22 percent lower than firefighters in comparable districts
butions and Measure Z, the fire tax increase will be no exception. Shame on all in the county. As the fire chief notes, “We just want to keep us going.” And keep
the fire stations open 24/7.
of them for their unbridled greed and short sightedness, and shame on us for
allowing them to stay in office.
To do so, The Press Democrat strongly recommends a yes vote on Measure Z
on Nov.6.”
The financial growth needed to support this and more measures to come in
the future won’t arrive as we’ve undermined our own economy – the worst is yet
What this writer thinks:
to come.

Everybody knows you don’t raise taxes during a recession. It stifles a recovery. Please don’t come crying to me if this tax increase passes. Frankly, I’d
love to have the ability and opportunity to replace all our firefighters with replacements at a fraction of the cost - people who would be thrilled to have the
job without promises of retirement packages and other lavish employee benefits.

I’m not shy about offering my opinion, so here’s my two cents worth, or my
$60 worth. My wife and I are both against almost all tax increases, and we’re
voting in favor of this one. In fact, we support it so much that my wife is chairperson of the committee to support Measure Z.
What’s the difference? Simple. Most tax increases go to pay for more administrators, more planners, more consultants, and more government waste. You
really don’t need this stuff. But if your house is on fire, if you have a heart attack,

Finally, this statement about $25 per unit cost assessment is misleading.
or your bicycle gets run over in a runabout, you need firefighters. Fast.
Many rural property owners will see increases in terms of many hundreds of dollars each because of the number of dwellings/buildings per parcel of land. It is
Here’s a sad fact that the other two editorials didn’t mention: For years,
not always possible to pass these costs onto renters. Renters get to vote, but
Rancho Adobe Fire District had to surrender $125,000 to $140,000 of your tax
they don’t always pay do they?
money to the Cotati Redevelopment Agency. That’s $140,000 a year that could
have gone to new equipment to keep you and me safe, and to a budget that
We, the members of this RAFD community and taxpayers, cannot afford to
would have kept your fire district healthy financially. Even though the state is
keep funding this kind of runaway spending and mismanagement.
taking all redevelopment money back — except for enforceable obligations—
there is no indication how much of this previously surrendered money the RAFD
Until the RAFD shows it is making some serious sacrifices will I consider more will ever see.
sacrifice of my own.
Something else to think about: On almost every ballot, you’ll see an argument
VOTE NO ON Measure Z
in favor of a measure, and an argument against a measure. There is no arguSigned,
John King
penngrove@sonic.net

ment against Measure Z on the ballot, probably because nobody could find a
good reason to oppose it.
It was easy to fill this side of the page with reasons why you should vote YES
on Measure Z. That’s a pretty big space over there on my left, I wonder what
they can fill it with.
Just in case I haven’t said it enough, Vote YES on Measure Z. Our firefighters
are good people, and we need every one of them on the job.
Greg Karraker, Cotati

