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Fire Taxes Could Skyrocket

Story and opinion by George Barich
(Cotati, CA) In a move that will affect
nearly everyone living, working, or shopping
in Cotati, on July 18, 2012, The Rancho
Adobe Fire District Board of Directors voted
to place yet another tax increase on the November ballot that would raise taxes a whopping 150%. Ballot measure Z is yet another
fire tax proposal to increase the current parcel

tax on single family homes from the current
$10 per unit of risk to $25 per unit. This is the
largest fire tax hike to be placed on the Cotati / Penngrove ballot since Measure J (fire
tax increase) failed in 2006 during a much
better economy. In spite of the taxpayers demanding the fire department spend within
their means in 2006, the RAFD went out in
2007 and borrowed over a million dollars for

would be much more on apartment complexes. Renters would be indirectly affected
as landlords would be faced with passing the
larger tax burden on apartment buildings and
mobile home parks onto their tenants in higher
rents. The fire district claims that firefighters
have not had a pay increase in a few years and
home foreclosures have hit them hard in lower
tax revenues. -Continued on Page 9

Voting Yes on Measure U means
NO Roundabouts in Cotati

Barich decides to
re-enter council race
Story and opinion by staff reporters.
(Cotati, Ca) A round of applause came
over the regular meeting of the Cotati City
Council on July 25th when former city councilman George Barich announced his candidacy for city council, but not after first taking
a minute to criticize the city council on a
number of past and present issues.
Barich says that for over a year he had
searched out and encouraged others to run for
city council and asked them to start attending
city meetings to get a feel for what’s going
on, but says he had no success whatsoever.
“Looking for citizens qualified for the job
who cared enough to even show up for the
city meetings was a tall order”, says Barich.
He admits he decided to run at the advice of
several past and present supporters who
deeply feel the entire city council needs to be
replaced one by one and Barich should lead
the way.
Barich is the only candidate who has repeatedly opposed single lane roundabouts on
the main thoroughfares in Cotati along with
this unfunded plan to replace the center lane
of Old Red’ with an 18 foot wide tree lined
median strip down the entire street. Barich
also said, “A town council without diversity
of thought and fresh ideas is a town destined
for failure… Nothing is more dangerous than
a governing body that lacks healthy debates

new fire trucks anyway and now has loan payments it says it can’t make without raising
taxes. They claim without more money they
will be forced to shut down fire stations certain hours of the day in a series of rolling
blackouts.
If such a tax is passed, it would raise the
yearly parcel tax alone on the average home
from $40 per year to $100 per year. The tax

Story and opinion by Greg Karraker

(Cotati, CA) Last Fall, the Cotati City
Council decided to choke Old Redwood
Highway down to one lane in each direction
with two small roundabouts jammed within
600 feet of each other. You didn’t want this
especially in a town as diverse as Cotati. The change then, and you don’t want it now.
city is not only broke, but broken,” says
You’ve spoken out at meetings. You’ve put
Barich, “and we must fix it without more
signs up all over town. You’ve signed petismoke and mirrors. We owe the taxpayers
tions by the hundreds. But the City doesn’t
honesty and transparency before things get
care what you want. So, now they have been
worse...” Barich is the first and only candi- forced to put their single-lane, two rounddate to ever launch a comprehensive website about plan (which they just lost state funding
Right now, there’s a full-size poster on Page
stating specifically his qualifications, his long for) on the November 6th ballot.
7 so you can show everyone how you feel.
history of involvement in Cotati, his voting
Do they really think you’ll forget how bad Place it in your window at home or in your
record, a vision for Cotati to spend within its
and misguided this plan is between now and parked car. Find more information at:
means and get the city back on track.
election day? But now, you officially get
www.barich2012.com.
www.noroundabouts.com
your chance to stop this plan in its tracks. The
Barich claims that once again he is refusThis reporter urges you to vote Yes on U.
ing any and all offers of campaign donations no-roundabout ordinance on the upcoming
The City refuses to listen to the public and
ballot has a name. It’s called Measure U. If
of any kind claiming he won’t be another
has been doing things their way for years.
bought and sold politician. Barich expects to you vote Yes on U, that means you’ll be vot- Now you can finally make them do things
be outspent ten to one by his opponents who ing to ban roundabouts. Next month, you can
your way for a change.
he says have bought their seats on the council read a lot more in this newspaper about it.
over the years. His opponents are known for
their expensive campaigns which include
mass mailing pieces, slick photographs, telemarketing, the use of city employees as campaign volunteers, and the use of last minute
political hit pieces so reminiscent in recent
years.
-Continued on Page 9
Story and opinion by James Bennett

Citizens Converge on City Hall
Demanding Answers

City Councilwoman
Janet Orchard Throws
in the Towel
Story and opinion by George Barich

pride in representing her campaign donors
with special treatment that sometimes
shocked onlookers. Orchard was known to
vastly outspend her opponents and made no
apologies chalking it up to the cost of playing politics and winning. In addition, Orchard did not support term limits for council
members and gladly took her city paycheck
when the city was running in the red.
(Cotati, CA) One of Cotati’s slickest and
Orchard would surely have a tough go of
most left-leaning city council members in
it on the campaign trail this time around
claiming the city has nothing to worry about
the history of Cotati politics has decided to
call it quits and won’t seek a fourth term on when millions of dollars earmarked to comthe Cotati city council.
bat urban blight have been taken back by the
Janet Orchard, still relatively young, told
State of California earlier this year by court
the press she wants to pursue other
order so cities like Cotati would not waste it
“challenges”. But many others are saying
on things like traffic roundabouts. Boarded
more likely than not, Orchard sees the hand- up storefronts and lower than expected sales
writing on the wall that her slim win over the tax revenues have moved the city forward all
late Bob Coleman and George Barich in
right, but not in the direction Orchard had
2008 can’t be duplicated this year. Some
hoped for, or even imagined.
suspect Orchard may have simply feared a
Many are now wondering whether Orchard
humiliating defeat this November and wants will follow other former Cotati mayors who
have moved out of town in recent years.
to go out on top. But after looking at her
track record, the city’s financial condition,
At a time of great struggle and financial
the loss of RDA funds, and the vacant homes hardship for the City of Cotati, the more beand businesses in Cotati, that appears to be
lievable truth is Orchard has simply decided
to groom an underling to take her place on
wishful thinking.
Orchard was known to spend lavishly on the council and will pour her own money
into that campaign to ensure a win. As is
her political campaigns starting in 2000
when she was virtually an unknown who
often said, “Why run for public office when
only started attending council meetings only you can buy a city council member so
months before that election. She is seen by cheaply these days?”
many as buying her seat on the council over
the years, and someone who takes great
- Continued on Page 3

(Cotati, CA) On July 5, 2012, about two
dozen citizens from Cotati and nearby communities converged on Cotati City Hall in
protest and opposition to the city’s ongoing
active relationship with ICLEI, the globalist non-governmental organization tasked
with involving communities in United Nations Agenda 21 Sustainable Development
and all the ugliness that goes with it.
These treasonous partnerships between cities and organizations which embrace this
“one world” plan to rob us of our property
and our freedoms have become increasingly
contentious this last year throughout our
country. At latest count approximately 140 of
600 charter members of ICLEI have terminated their 'charters' based on ICLEIs ideology and it's catastrophic effects on our individual freedoms, property rights, free market
Story by staff reporters
economy, the forfeiture of their community's
sovereignty, and it's fundamental opposition
(Cotati, CA) The Cotati Independent news- be printed in the October edition giving each to our U.S. Constitution.
The protesters filled the council chambers
paper contacted all four of the candidates
candidate a half page for the voters to review. All declined except former city coun- holding signs waiting to speak. It was a pasrunning for Cotati City Council this year
asking them each for a 30 minute interview cilman George Barich. Susan Harvey, John sionate but respectful group who annoyed
Mayor Harvey with their whispering and sign
that would be taped and uploaded toYouDel’Osso, and Wendy Skillman all refused
waving. The protesters were comprised of
Tube. Excerpts of those interviews would
to return our telephone calls or emails.
retired and current business people, people

Three Council Candidates Refuse Interviews

from the technology industry, educators, and
a cross section of respectable citizens who
have simply had enough and want all this
madness to stop.
Citizen after citizen got up and spoke at the
July 5th meeting condemning the city’s stand
on this issue and expressed their outrage,
many demanding the city disassociate itself
completely with this foreign NGO and all the
harm that it brings
The Cotati City Council was served with a
formal Notice of Misprision of Treason for
engaging in treaties with NGOs outside their
authority to do so. The documents were submitted and date stamped by the City Clerk,
and the process was fully documented on
video for future federal prosecution.
I was told it's unusual to have more than a
few citizens show up at these council meetings. That would surely explain the surprised
looks on the council member's faces. On arriving at City Hall, Councilman Mark Landman decided to circle City Hall in the safety
of his car and made a few snide comments to
the demonstrators on the front lawn of City
Hall before the meeting began.

-Continued on Page 8
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SPASPA-LAND.com
7950 Redwood Drive Suite 31
Cotati, CA 707-795-9400

Who Says Cotati Voters Can’t Be Trusted?
On August 10th, Jud Snyder, writer for The Community Voice newspaper, wrote a scathing attack on hundreds of Cotati citizens who decided simply to exercise
their legal right to put a ballot measure on the November
ballot which if passed would prohibit traffic roundabouts
in the City of Cotati once and for all. Many citizens are
tired and fed up that millions of their precious tax dollars have been wasted on outside consultants and city
staffers and want their voices heard. These citizens are
to be commended for seeing the insanity of turning the
busiest five lane thoroughfare in town into two narrow
lanes which will choke traffic well into the next century.
After hundreds of hours of city planning workshops,
public hearings, traffic studies, and community input,
the citizens decided to do something before it’s too late.
The vast majority of people, even the most liberal, want
to stop the madness of ongoing and expensive changes
to Cotati’s Downtown Specific Plan (which by the way
the town has no means to pay for without outside funding sources. confirming Cotati as another welfare city).
If the Cotati voters are being silly, as Jud Snyder
claims, it’s partly because they have allowed city leaders
to get away with this ridiculous plan and allowed journalists who don’t have any skin in the game to spout off.
The question is, should local governments thwart the
will of the people and do whatever they want despite the
overwhelming public disdain for this ill-conceived
roundabout plan? Should local governments be able to
get away with filling public hearings on traffic roundabouts with people from out of town, their friends, their
family members, and even SSU students to give the illusion that City Hall has a mandate from the people?
Should local governments continue to rely on state and
federal money for such future public works projects
when funding sources have clearly dried up?

Friendly Atmosphere & Best People in Town
8 Charles Street, Cotati.

Adopt a Neighborhood and get
your neighbors a free copy of
The Cotati Independent courtesy
of your kindness.
Only $25/month.
Call 795-4121 today !

Sunless Spray
Tan Special
$25 for a single spray
tan session
Regularly priced $35

707-478-0929

Call or email Katie for your appointment
katie@couture-tans.com
50 Arlen Drive, Rohnert Park
Not valid with any other offer. Limit one coupon per customer. Must
present coupon to receive offer. Valid through 9/31/12.

RICH THE HANDYMAN
No Job Too Small
* Cotati *
707707-328328-7759

The Jelly Donut
8575 Gravenstein Highway, Cotati

The people of Cotati did not oppose LOWES home
improvement store simply because it was a franchise
operation. Snyder has it wrong. The big box store was
opposed on a number of other issues: how in the world
any big box store contributes to small town charm, cries
from citizens like myself that the “anchor tenant” should
have been located farther down Helman Lane and leave
the property LOWES now sits on for a lovely and
charming retail village that would have attracted more
tourists. If Snyder actually attended Cotati city council
meetings, he would have known these were real concerns. The only thing awful, Jud, are reporters who write
about things they fully don’t take the time to understand.

Former Cotati City Councilman
George Barich

“Just My Two Cents”
buildings lining the entire length of Old ‘Red and the
entire historic downtown district promotes and protects
small town charm, and is really a good idea?
The DSP is punitive by definition. READ IT. It is
centralized planning at its worst and why I voted against
it as a city council member in 2009. It’s not a vision
plan because it is not based in reality. It a fantasy plan
because it relies on state and federal grants and any other
artificial funding source these poor excuses for city leaders can get their hands on.
All Jud Snyder needs to do is get out of his cubicle,
walk through Cotati, knock on some doors, and learn
that overwhelmingly this anti-roundabout measure will
pass because the DSP does not have the support of the
public. It was a plan designed by consultants, city officials, and a small band of their beanie-wearing comrades
who I sat next to for months listening to their gibberish
on how to transform our tiny town into nightmare of
stack and pack mixed-use monstrosities, narrower
streets, and minimum parking. It’s a silly plan to encourage more people like myself to leave Cotati in order
to make room for a complete new breed of people who
will want to catch their rainwater from buckets to reuse
it at a later time; a breed of people who honor Earth Day
and condemn the Fourth of July as an embarrassment.
There is nothing selfish about allowing the citizens to
vote on something that will forever change the character
and economic vitality of their town, Jud. The city council had a chance to do the right thing and put the issue
before the entire populace knowing full well how controversial the DSP with roundabouts would be. But no;
it was the city council, their staff, and an intellectually
dishonest local press that was selfish by overstepping
their authority and responsibility to make sure everyone
in Cotati had their skin in the game on this one. Now,
the city council and Snyder have some explaining to do.
What is so wrong about the community being heard on
this issue? Why should the public be bullied and sold a
bill of goods? Why is hoping and praying for “free
money” from somewhere a responsible plan of action?
Roundabouts are selfish, pedestrian-unfriendly, and undesirable at a time when Cotati is trying to improve its
reputation, not make it worse.

Liberals love to ban things; it’s what they do in the
spirit that more government control or our lives will promote the “common good”. Libertarians on the other
hand, want to limit government and control it from going too far and stripping people and businesses of their
liberty, property, or simply putting many out of business, which this Downtown Specific Plan surely is designed to do. With Snyder’s apparent blessings, Cotati
City Hall is planning for a new breed of merchant and
new set of posh businesses to come to Cotati in the future. They want a new breed of residents who will desire to walk more, bicycle more, own fewer cars, live
more simply, and wish to live physically closer to one
another in substandard housing units not fit for rats.
What Snyder fails to realize is that there simply no
money for such a grand plan to completely redesign Cotati’s main thoroughfares, and no money to change it
back if it is a complete and utter failure. That’s the rub
and the basis for this ballot measure. This notion that
we can try it out like a new vacuum cleaner with a
money back guarantee is ludicrous. Cotati has no
money to do this project and certainly no money to do it
over again if it fails. There is no money and won’t be
any more funny money anytime soon. Even if we had
the money, this radical redesign of our major thoroughfare is simply too risky for most intelligent citizens to
fathom, including Oliver’s Market. The citizens are also
just not convinced by city leaders that traffic needs to be
slowed down to encourage more rubbernecking. And
slowed down for what? Nobody appears to have an answer to that question, including Jud Snyder.
Look Jud, if you won’t be interviewed for this newspaper, let me spell it out for you. Government is
bloated, wasteful, inefficient beyond words, produces
little, kills jobs in the private sector, and is simply a necessary evil in life to help us achieve a level playing field.
Government is filled with bought and sold politicians
you continually endorse because of a lack of effective
term limits. CA Prop 13 allowed millions of people to
stay in their homes without being driven out by outrageous tax increases and more wasteful spending.
The unintended consequence of traffic roundabouts is
the high likelihood of frustrating locals and tourists
more than City Hall already does, something at least
some of us are trying to change. Many Cotati citizens do
not want to turn away more shoppers with traffic roundabouts that drivers say they dislike and they want their
voices respected, not ignored. The DSP needs to be repealed as unworkable, over-ambitious, and completely
reliant on state and federal handouts over the next 30+
years. Who with any common sense actually thinks this
is a realistic plan? Who actually thinks that four-story

Snyder suggests Cotati should build a big roundabout
at La Plaza Park and simply “try it out” like a new pair
of shoes or something. Try it out? How is trying out
such a thing even possible? It’s not, it’s pure lunacy.
Putting an aircraft carrier in the middle of town would
be easier to get rid than a huge roundabout.
The Community Voice once again confirms it is in
bed with Cotati City Hall. We don’t need any more
propaganda and fear mongering from the city or the
press. The citizens have every right to speak at the ballot box and have their say on the biggest public works
boondoggle the town may ever embark on. I submit
again, the patients are running the asylum.
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Friar Tuck’s Hosts Second
Racist Party In Two Years

Story and opinion by Greg Karraker

(Cotati, CA) Last month, Friar Tuck’s Pub
and Spirits, an eating and drinking establishment
frequented by Cotati city council members, especially
on election nights, held an annual event as tasteless as
the offerings that typically emanate from their
kitchen: A “Whyte Trash Party”.
In a city that rightfully claims it celebrates diversity, and displays zero sense of humor about politically incorrect speech, the proprietors of Friar Tuck’s
once again gleefully bashed the race that comprises
83.6% of the city’s population, and the 536 Cotati
citizens who fell below the federally established poverty line (according to the most recent census figures
available).
I didn’t have the time or the stomach to venture
past the moth-eaten, spray-painted sofa outside, so I
missed the actual party. But I seriously doubt its intent was to respectfully celebrate the contributions
that “whyte trash” have made to American civilization.
For months, Cotati Independent publisher George
Barich has reached out via Facebook to Dennis
Anderson, the DJ who is responsible for these parties,
and to Cheryl Nixon, owner of Friar Tuck’s, to ask
them to explain the thinking behind this questionable
event. According to Mr. Barich, they won’t comment
any further than Mr. Anderson claiming “...making
fun of your own race is not racist”.

WHAT GOES
AROUND, GOES
AROUND
By Eric Kirchmann
Cotati

It is a wonderful thing to have a memory and recall
then and now. I glanced at what many of us call the
Village Voice, which was once the Clarion. I'll start
with the front page and then drift into Jud Town. I
recall years ago, there was a time known as the Seventies, not really just what is spoofed in sit-coms but a
time of regulation, of bans, of long lines at the gas
pumps. You don't see too many Chevy Vegas or Ford
Pintos these days, but these were designed as an alternative to the big cars that drank a lot of gas.
About a decade before there had been the Chevy
Corvair, the Tempest, even the Cadillac Park Avenue.
That was 1962, and few can really believe that fuel
economy was important when gas was thirty-one
cents for premium or ethyl pumped by a station attendant handing out savings stamps, glassware, flatware,
and sweepstakes tickets while checking your oil and
washing your windows.

This reporter has attempted to obtain a statement
from the Cotati Chamber of Commerce on this issue.
As of this writing, they have failed to comment. If
they do not comment before our upcoming deadline,
we will continue to seek their comment in the weeks
ahead.

Many of the people Friar Tuck’s might characterize
as white trash are hard-working, decent people who
provide the brains and the backbone that build civilizations one board and one nail at a time.
One of those people, who might be the butt of Friar
Tuck’s jokes during these parties is a Vietnam War
veteran who lived in a small trailer on our farm and
helped build our farm fencepost by fencepost. He is
one of the most substantial and warm-hearted human
beings I have ever met. His knowledge of the real
world and how to change it for the better puts me and
my flimsy college degrees to shame.
But in the shadow of Sonoma State University,
where young minds get doses of liberal indoctrination
from kooks like lecturer Shepherd Bliss, who recently
called Chase Bank “more dangerous than a porn
shop,” Friar Tuck’s practices the same sort of class
warfare that snickers at guys like Joe The Plumber
and everyone who works with their hands or never
had the chance to go on to higher education, especially if those hands are pale white in the winter and
burned red in the summer.
Here is the ultimate irony. The political establishment in Cotati appears to pride itself on condemning
racism in all its forms. One prominent business
owner, Cheryl Nixon, was deeply involved in the recall election that unseated Council member George
Barich and accused Barich of racism because of his
The seventies was a time of gas shortages, and
rather than send prices to the sky you got your gas on
even or odd days depending upon your license plates.
Cars from Europe and Asia were still a novelty and
were considered suspect by true patriots, but parts of
society were finding their way into the American
compacts, and people really did consider conservation. I recall Tom Hayden of the Chicago Seven, Jane
Fonda's husband, running for office driving himself in
a '56 Chevy station wagon, of all things. He spoke to
anyone who would listen about Solar Power and
drinking water from the sea as if drinking water or
electricity would ever be an issue. He talked of alternatives to gas automobiles: notions like public transit,
railways, and Dick Tracy technology where cars
would run on fuel that was not gasoline. He did not go
too far in politics, as his ideas were pretty far out
there.
In 1976 a peanut farmer became our President, andsome housing and projects had token solar collectors
that looked like coffins on the roof that heated water
and generated alternative power sources, but this was
not widely accepted even then, and he was a one-term
leader. Those notions were forgotten as bus after bus
passed the White House; and gas would never cost as
much as seventy five cents a gallon, so we bought the
Sport Utility Vehicles and the big machines. We had
the highways and waterways and all was good.
Fast forward to here and now, and if Cotati had their

2002 Halloween costume posted in a tiny photo on
his personal blog. Barich claimed he was simply
paying tribute to one of his Motown idols from the
1970s, and supporters from all across the county
came to Cotati to attest to this fact and defend his free
speech rights. The Halloween costume had won
Barich first place in a contest at a large gathering at a
restaurant/bar. But while falsely accusing Barich of
racism, Ms. Nixon has the nerve to promote a party
that blatantly disrespects a large American minority.
This gets me to the heart of the problem with these
White Trash Parties. There is a fundamental difference between race and culture, and the classic Cotati
liberal does not have a clue what that difference is.
A person cannot change the race that he or she is
born into. So prejudice, ethnic bigotry, and racism
have no place in a decent society. But cultures can be
changed and often should be.
Extreme Islamic culture advocates slaughtering infidels, gays, and stoning women who step out of line.
Gangsta culture believes that drive-bys are a valid
competitive strategy, and that crack cocaine is a valuable currency. Chinese Communist culture permits
only one child to be born per family, and has sterilized women who exceed the limit.
Should those cultures be criticized? Absolutely.
But that will not happen in Cotati, where Friar
Tuck’s will never host a Jihad January, a Crack Ho
Carnival, or a Tubes Tied Tuesday.
So let me describe how I feel about the people
who feel it is wrong to criticize other cultures for
their genuine flaws, but perfectly acceptable to make
snide jokes about a color, a culture, and a class of
people who worked and fought to help make this
country what it is.
You hypocrites have my total contempt.

You see this bumpersticker all over Cotati.
Evidently, it means “Peace, love and
understanding for everyone, unless you’re a
lowlow-rent, siblingsibling-smoochin’, methmeth-usin’,
peckerwood, redneck hillbilly cretin.”
way they'd align with Hank Hill and ban charcoal in
our backyard barbecues; they'd ban Styrofoam and
plastic bags, and public comment or dissent. Now,
graywater is good. Long banned in Sonoma County,
we now embrace the idea because it comes to us from
Petaluma, the city that shows us how.
Jud now likes a roundabout at "Old Red" and East
Cotati. I guess he forgot those meetings when Janet
Orchard voted no way and said let’s see where Petaluma has put their roundies in and what of Rohnert
Park or Sebastopol? Roundabouts are so old world...
What next? A community where we all work and
play together and love one another? And uh one and
uh two....
Just a brief postscript: Southern California has solar
in businesses, schools, and municipal buildings. They
even recycle foam cups and all sorts of green things
are happening where no one sees themselves as
Greenies. They do it because it simply makes sense;
business sense, as well as common sense. They broadcast public meetings on cable TV and the internet, and
they share ideas and resources and contract out for
services; and those who spent too much like good old
boys are facing bankruptcy finding out too late that
borrowing from the restricted fund doesn't always
leave you solvent or in balance. There is a place for
community and a place for government and business.
Wouldn't it be great if there could be more shared success and pride?
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money and can be invaluable when your
other car is in the shop or simply won’t
start up. This car has pulled me out of
more jams over the years and when I simply needed to leave a car at the airport
and didn’t want to leave one of my other
cars there for fear they would get dented,
faded in the sun, broken into, or stolen.
Sometimes you just want a “beater car”
Talk about a workhorse, zipping through you don’t have to wash or wax and can let
the city is nothing for this little old Nissan your pets jump around in without much
worry.

A LOOK AT THE PEOPLE AND THINGS THAT MAKE THE DRIVING EXPERIENCE IN
COTATI MORE ENJOYABLE AS WE CELEBRATE COTATI’S LONG LOVE AFFAIR
WITH THE AUTOMOBILE, TRUCK AND MOTORCYCLE.
WE BELIEVE WALKING CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH. SO, LIKE ANYTHING ELSE, WALKING SHOULD ONLY BE DONE IN MODERATION. DRIVING
PROVIDES COMFORT AND SAFETY THAT WALKING SIMPLY CAN’T.
We would never think of delivering
4,000 newspapers to Cotati homes and
businesses on foot or on a bicycle. That
would be madness. So, this newspaper
settled for utilizing a reliable piece of
transportation at a bargain price by employing an older car that is serving the
community well delivering newspapers.

has plenty of power, holds hundreds of
newspapers, has excellent air conditioning, and easily passes smog inspections.
She’s got some faded paint, some dents,
some scratches, and coffee stains on the
carpet, but she’s got personality, that’s for
sure. I put two new tires on her, and a
new alternator, and that’s it.

Maybe there is room in the Cotati Museum for this car someday for its important contribution to the community? Ya
never know.

Insurance premiums on older cars like
this one are very low, and so are the
maintenance costs on this old Nissan.
This car has been sitting outside for
twenty years, starts up every time, and I
think she really enjoys her new mission to
get the real news out to the public of what that has been nothing short of amazing.
is really going on in our community.
Over the years, it’s had campaign posters
taped to it, banners strapped onto the side
of it, and loaned out to more friends who
had their cars in the shop than you can
This 1992 Nissan Sentra is twenty years
shake a stick at.
old, still has a lot of life still in her and is
going strong, How green is that? It a
little beat up but it gets fantastic gas mileage, it’s fun to drive, cheap to own, and
nobody wants to steal it. With over 147K
miles on her, she runs great and gets the
job done. It gets 39 miles to the gallon on
the highway and 20 miles to the gallon in
You don’t really need to buy a hybrid or
the city in pretty rough driving condinew
car to be politically correct with the
tions.
ECO friendly crowd in Cotati. These old
I bought this car some years ago for
cars were built from fossil fuels pulled
$1,000 from a neighbor who wanted to
out of the ground decades ago, and in that
put his daughter in a nicer vehicle. It
sense they are greener than green. She’s a
Owning a second or third car that can
leaks a little oil and transmission fluid,
mean, green, solid driving machine.
sit outside and is ready for duty on a mobut other than that, it runs like a champ,
ment’s notice doesn’t have to cost much

A Town More Polarized
Than Ever May Have
Swayed Janet Orchard’s
Decision to Drop Out of
Council Race
(From Page One)

●
●

●
●

A single woman with no children, Orchard is cool, calm,
calculating and a devout supporter of the idea that more
government control of our lives, at any cost, is what we
need more of. She believes it takes a village to raise a
child, and put her money where her mouth is by sending
$1,500 to Hillary Clinton for her campaign for President in ●
2008. What Orchard never realized is that it takes only a
few village idiots to bring a small town to its knees and on
●
a clear path to bankruptcy protection.
The heat is coming down on City Hall pretty heavy these
days with more citizens attending the city meetings with
complaints of how the city has been run into the ground by
their failed polices or lack of adherence to the ones they
have. A whole lot of lip service has been given to economic development in Cotati, but nothing has been done
to address it other than form a subcommittee that has done
nothing, absolutely nothing as far back as I can remember. ●
Rumors have been flying around for the past year that a
recall of all current council members is needed and the
only thing citizens can do to send the council a clear message to obey the law, stop committing Brown Act violations, obey your own Ethics Code, spend within your
means, stop spending millions more on silly roundabout
plans, and get back to basics.

●

●
●

According to reliable sources, Orchard has admitted privately that Barich is a very strong candidate this year and ●
that he was right all along about the fact that RDA money
would be eventually taken back by the State of California ●
and that the depleted city reserves need to be addressed.
At the August 8th regular meeting of the Cotati City
Council, George Barich challenged Orchard and her record in hopes she would enter the council race before the
August 15th deadline. Barich spoke directly to Orchard
on the record explaining that if she ran for the council for
the fourth term, she would have to:

●

● Defend single lane traffic roundabouts on the busiest

●

●
●

●
●

street in town to a citizenry that clearly doesn’t want
them, can’t afford them, and are very upset with her.
Defend a $73 million dollar Downtown Specific Plan,
(DSP) the city has no money for and can’t ever afford
by any stretch of the imagination.
Defend a $22 million dollar Cotati police station, including interest, that the State of California is now on
the hook to pay for because Cotati won’t and can’t
make the payments.
Defend one of the most dishonest and incompetent
city managers in the town’s history, Diane Thompson.
Defend overcharging homeowners upwards of a million dollars in transfer taxes since 1992, refusing to

issue refunds, and refusing to even comment on the
scandal publicly, despite public cries for answers.
Defend soliciting and taking money from special interests to fund her expensive political campaigns.
Defend the fact that she committed Brown Act violations as well as Ethics Code violations during her
terms in office. For Orchard to interrupt council
members in mid sentence and loudly state, “Do we
have to listen to this” was out of order and conduct
unbecoming a city council member.
Defend spending beyond the city’s means, depleting
the city’s reserves and offering no apology.
Defend her longstanding claim that RDA funds are the
sole property of Cotati when the State Supreme Court
ruled just the opposite. Orchard had been warned for
years she was wrong on this point and has refused to
admit she not only never understood the law and didn’t want to know the truth about Redevelopment agencies and what the money was supposed to be used for.
Defend that she is not just another bought and sold
politician in the back pocket of people like Prue
Draper and other commercial land owners.
Defend never lifting a finger to cablecast, televise, or
webcast city council meetings for the benefit of shutins, the elderly, etc., even though the city had been
given thousands of dollars to install such a system by
the cable company a decade ago. The city, with Orchard’s blessing, has been sitting on this money for a
decade because they never wanted the city public
meetings televised as is done in Rohnert Park and
many other cities in the county.
Defend never answering phone calls or emails of anyone who she personally disliked or disagreed with.
Defend the fact that the late mayor Bob Coleman accused her of being intellectually dishonest during a
public study session and she sat there and did nothing
about it.
Defend telling Oliver’s Market if they don’t like the
city’s Roundabout Plan, to build their new $18M store
in some other town.
Defend her support of United Nations Agenda 21 and
all the madness that goes along with it.
Defend higher taxes, higher city salaries, and less cops
on the street needed to pay for it all.
Defend spending millions of dollars on outside consultants over the years that many say did more harm
than good. Many of these consultants laughed all the
way to the bank when city staff should have been doing much of this work but didn’t.
Defend scaring developers like Orin Theissen out of
town as well as other businesses who have closed their
doors for good and said goodbye to Cotati once and
for all.
Defend closing Cotati’s Recreation Department in

Cotati’s car and truck culture is
legendary. For many years,
Cotati was known as a trucking
town. To some extent it still
is, with a few trucking firms
and truck repair shops on the
west side of town.
The assault on traditional
automobiles and motorcycles
from Cotati City Hall has been
underway for many years now.
We will begin to take a closer
look at this issue and celebrate
Cotati’s colorful love affair with
the internal combustion engine
in all its forms and in all its
glory.
That’s it for this month.
Good Motoring,
George Barich

order to free up funds for city pay raises.

● Defend a city planning department that by all accounts
is out of control, punitive, and incompetent.

● Defend dirty politics in Cotati by either having her

hand in it or doing and saying nothing publicly to stop
it or condemn it. Not once in all the years Orchard
was on the city council did she ever condemn dirty
politics in Cotati let alone lift a finger to do anything
about the problem.

People like Janet Orchard are being exposed for who
and what they like never before, and the community is
waking up to what has been going on for much too long.
By Orchard deciding to stay out of another council race,
for the first time she has probably saved the city and citizens a lot of money by avoiding another costly recall election, and maybe therein lies the silver lining, if there is
one.

Bumper Sticker of the Month
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Cotati Follies

Phunky Phunn & Positive
Thoughts

I don't make jokes; I just watch the government and report the
facts. - Will Rogers
When you enter the Office of the City
Clerk at Cotati City Hall, you’ll notice a
huge poster that has been hanging on the
wall in that office for years. We think its
high time it needs to be removed as a serious misstatement of the law. It says,

Longtime Cotati political activist, community organizer, self admitted bully, and
city council gadfly Michelle Berman has
apparently moved to Sebastopol, CA.
Word has it she has left Cotati and is trying to make a fresh start. Wonder why?
Berman was famous for claiming on the
Really? Anybody who has passed a basic
civics course in an American high school
knows this is clearly not the law. As a
taxpayer, legal resident, U.S citizen, tourist, guest worker, or baby in diapers, you
have a right to complain and bring your
grievances before your government 24
hours a day whether you vote or not.

record at city council meetings that you
didn’t want to get on her bad side. Well,
plenty of people apparently did thumbing
their nose at her advice, and it is Berman
who hightailed it out of town. Convicted
of money laundering by the FPPC in
2010, we never could find out if Berman
ever held a real job of any kind. Anyway,
our prayers go out to Sebastopol and the
Occupy Sebastopol crowd who has to put
up with Berman now.

5

Why are businesses in Cotati leaving like rats on a sinking
ship? Massage Therapy and Buffalo Billiards have left the Apple Valley Shopping Center.

Tell me, why would anybody stop at the Cotati Visitor Center?
Weeds are three feet tall. No one is “manning” the inside of the center.
Butcher paper decorates the bottom half of the front windows.
As far as people coming off the freeway to see what the visitor center would offer,
how about a dirty lot and a locked storefront?

Voting has never been, and never will
be, a prerequisite to your right to complain. Somehow our current crop of city
officials never got the memo, never took
the course, or simply don’t understand the
very basics what they are doing and why.
It is an affront to all Americans to hang
such a poster in any government office in
this nation. Not voting is a political statement in and of itself protected by law.
Civil disobedience is even protected by
the Constitution. Even Cotati’s city attorney passes this poster weekly and doesn’t
have the decency to raise some concern. I
wonder why?

Bumper stickers spotted in Cotati traffic:

The Cotati Police Department has
small donation receptacles located around
town in busy places of business. One in
particular has had the same $1.65 in it for
months. We are urging a few things here
either get serious about donating to this
fund to help keep our streets safe, or the
police department needs another plan of
action. These receptacles should be
stuffed with money. This newspaper
urges all people to do what they can for
this important city service. However you
feel about police K9 units in general,
please help feed the dog. Thank you.

Sonoma County has a new baseball team
The Sonoma County Grapes are owned by Centerfield Partners, LLC, which is the same ownership group that owns the San Rafael Pacifics. They were established in March of this year
and have been essentially a travel team for the entire year, playing not only the San Rafael
Pacifics here at Albert Park, but the Maui Na Koa Ikaika and the Hawaii Stars on their respective islands.
We are in the process of finding a permanent home for the Grapes in Sonoma County. The
ownership group is in discussions with numerous venues to secure a home for them for 2013
and beyond.

•

Sunday
Night
Family Special
CHECK IN BETWEEN 5 & 7 p.m.

Includes:
*2 Hours of Bowling
*Shoe Rental
*12” Pepperoni Pizza
*Pitcher of Soda

All For Only $39 Per Lane!
No Limit on Number of Persons Per Lane

EXTRA PIZZA & SODA PACKAGE $10
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Letters to the Editor
Email: editor@thecotatiindependent.com
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I was in attendance at the July 25th Cotati
City Council meeting, and I was stunned by
the unprofessional behavior and attitude of
the entire City Council and City Manager
Dianne Thompson. One individual however
stood out, and that is City Councilman Mark
Landman,
During the meeting he continually lied and
twisted facts, the lowest point being a baseless sweeping accusation that every member
of the public that got up to speak against
ICLEI and Agenda 21 was part of the Tea
Party. I'm not from the Tea Party and nobody I know who was there is either.
It's safe to say that Mark Landman is living
in a fantasy world where roundabouts are
popular and anyone who he disagrees with
them is automatically a Tea Partier.
We are in fact, a bi-partisan coalition of
highly educated and informed citizens from
all around the county of different political
persuasions who would rather spend a night
exercising our constitutional freedom of
speech before the city council than sitting on
the couch watching TV. A sizable portion are
actually Democrats, but I wouldn't expect
Mark Landman to know that, seeing as he
doesn't know what he is talking about half of
the time.
(See democratsagainstunagenda21.com)
Even if we were a group of Tea Partiers,
what difference does it make? Don't citizens
involved with the Tea Party have every right
to speak up in front of their city council like
everyone else? Somebody should ask Mark
Landman if the opinion of a citizen involved
with the Tea Party is worth less than everybody elses. And if Mark Landman isn't there
to represent ALL his constituents, why
bother representing ANY at all?
His strange behavior wasn't limited to inside City Hall. Before the meeting, as we
stood outside Cotati City Hall with our protest signs, Mark Landman showed up. He
immediately began staring at us wild eyed,
like an escaped mental asylum patient, before
bizarrely and incoherently rambling about
using our cardboard signs as shields and telling us he could read our signs (nobody had
asked him if he could).
Nevermind the fact that we got plenty of
support from the public as they drove by in
the form of thumbs up and honks. I bet
they're Tea Partiers too, isn't that right, Mark
Landman?
Does Mark Landman actually believe the
things he says? Is his strange behavior indicative of mental illness?
The question remains...is Mark Landman
simply a sociopath, or is he running an elaborate con game on the citizens of Cotati?
More than likely, it's both.

I like your paper. It's good to have someone shining a spotlight on the city leaders
like this. It makes me laugh. You've got my
vote.
One thing though… I'm looking through
the city financial statement and it looks like
Cotati has a fair amount of cash and is not
facing insolvency. Page 12 of the most recent
statement shows over 16 million in current
assets, with total net assets of over 40 million. (non capitol assets)
Page 27 shows total investments (That is,
stocks and bonds) of around 24 million dollars.
http://ci.cotati.ca.us/docs/2010-2011-CityFinal-Financial-Statements.pdf
From what I've been seeing in the media,
many of these small governments are more
likely to have huge piles of money that they
don't tell anyone about and shift the focus to
the budget. A good example of that is the CA
state parks who recently had a scandal because of a huge surplus they kept hidden
while closing down parks and crying broke.
http://articles.latimes.com/2012/jul/27/local/
la-me-state-parks-20120727
I want to see a Cotati CAFR, not this
'audited financial statement' BS...I wonder
what other reserves we would find if they
were forced to produce a proper CAFR? Or
if it's the other way around and this statement
is really hiding the fact that the city is in fact
broke and using creative accounting to cover
it up?

Alex England
Santa Rosa, CA

mirror to mirror, to get by. In the event of an
accident or breakdown on that street, passing
may become very difficult, hampering our
response to an emergency.
My staff and I have expressed our concerns
to some of the city staff members. These
staff members have agreed to increase the
width of the lane and add a drivable, soft
curb on the median. These concessions plus
the bike lane may provide a sufficient area
for the fire apparatus to get by on its response.
If this is the plan that the citizens of Cotati
really want, Rancho Adobe Fire will make
every effort to work with the city officials to
ensure the safety of this project and the
safety of the citizens.
Frank Treanor,
Fire Chief of The Rancho Adobe Fire Protection District

___________________________

Cooking with
Megan Cromwell

Super Veggie 3 Layer
Lasagna

Most kids love lasagna. It's saucy,
cheesy, yummy. And if you do it right, it's a
great way to get them to eat more vegetables.
If you're a carnivore, cook up some lean
ground chicken or turkey, or some italian
sausage and mix it into your pasta sauce
for even more protein.
Super Veggie 3-Layer Lasagna

Adam,
Cotati, CA
____________________________________

1 pkg Fresh Pasta sheets or dry no-boil
lasagna noodles
1 to 1 and 1/2 Jars favorite pasta sauce
16 oz Ricotta cheese
8 oz ball of mozzarella, sliced thin
8 oz pkg of "pizza topping shredded
cheese"
16 oz frozen chopped spinach, defrosted
and drained
4-6 stems baby broccoli, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
1-2 large carrots, peeled and sliced thin
4-6 oz baby bella mushrooms, sliced
1-2 large heirloom tomatoes, sliced
1-2 zucchini, sliced into rounds
6-10 large leaves of FRESH basil, sliced
2 organic eggs, beaten (to bind the cheese
mix)

Letter to the Editor,
Much has been said about my thoughts and
position on the proposed Village Main street
project (roundabouts).
I would like to clarify my position.
As your fire chief, I am concerned with providing prompt and efficient fire and medical
services to the citizens.
The roundabout circles themselves do not
present a real problem. The narrow single
lanes between them with an 18 foot impassable median are of concern to me. Drivers
will have to pull to the right just perfectly to
allow our fire apparatus, which is 9 feet wide

dried herbs & spices: basil, garlic, onion
powder, sea salt, black pepper

Submit your letters
to the editor online
at

Directions:
1) Mix the ricotta with some dried basil,
garlic powder, sea salt, onion powder, and
black pepper, and the spinach and about
1/4 cup of the pizza cheese, and taste.
Adjust seasonings as needed, then mix in
the beaten eggs to bind the mix together.

editor@thecotatiindependent.com

________________________________

2) In a sautee pan, heat a little oil and sautee the garlic, mushrooms, broccoli, and
carrots until softened, but not fully cooked.
3) Pour about 1/3 of a cup of pasta sauce
into a 9x13 baking dish, add a little water
to thin it out and spread all across the bottom of the dish. Layer 2 pasta sheets, side
by side.

Can Mobile World allows you to save up to 70% on
your mobile phone bill. Simply pick your plan and
download a mobile application to your smartphone, or
make calls through the Call Back Service.

“ I can get you a great deal on what you normally pay for your natural gas. Just call me and
I can explain how I can bring your energy bill
back down to earth”
For more
information
call

Brett Sandquist

Sonoma County CERT
Association
c/o The Volunteer Center
153 Stony Circle, Suite 100
Santa Rosa CA 95401
707.596.9603

www.scert.org

4) Layer your lasagna as follows:
First Layer: ricotta mix, broccoli-mushroom
-carrot mix, zucchini rounds, a light layer
of sliced mozzarella, sauce.
Second Layer: Ricotta mix, sliced tomatoes, FRESH basil, sliced mozzarella,
sauce.
Third Layer: Sauce & Topping cheese,
and any leftover mozarella slices.
4) Cover loosely with foil, bake in a 375º
oven for 45-60 minutes, and let stand for
15 before serving.
TIPS: Use more tomato sauce than you
think you need because the pasta will absorb some. If you use the no boil noodles,
you will definitely need the extra moistureyou can even add a little water to the
pasta sauce--or use the fresh-whole milk
mozzarella instead of the low-moisture
kind, but the low moisture cheese acts like
glue to hold the shape of the dish.
Reheat on a foil covered paper-plate in a
400º oven for 10-15 minutes.

Blog: http://
megarasmunchies.blogspot.com/

To make a contribution to

The Cotati Independent
Cotati’s ONLY Locally Owned Newspaper

707-490-9194

Send to P.O. Box 7841, Cotati, CA 94931
or now donate online at
www.t hecotat iindependent.co m

Thank you to all who have contributed generously.
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This newspaper endorses voting YES on Measure U.
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Spotlight on Cotati,
The Heat is On
By James Bennett

(From Page One)
The city council failed to comment on any of the citizen’s concerns and demands for action, and offered
nothing more than smug, blank looks that activists have
come to expect from ICLEI adherent city council members. As the sting of truth continued, they began to look
more uncomfortable by the minute. Citizen after citizen
took their three minutes of time at the podium and used
it wisely referring to facts and sound reasoning what the
council had signed onto which is nothing short than
alarming.
The speakers lodged some of the most patriotic, meaningful, organic messages and questions likely to have
passed through that room for some time. In city councils
like Cotati that have sold out to ICLEI, it's obvious that
they don't care what you say in opposition. Still, I along
with the others attempted to speak from the heart. I told
the council that if they didn't agree with the truth we
were putting forth, it was because they were not in
alignment with their community, not in alignment with
their oath of office, not in alignment with their highest
good, and their children’s future. More blank stares
from the city council. I truly believe that God's voice
could have reverberated through the room and it wouldn't change a thing to these poor excuses for city leaders.
A young man by the name of Zak Britton took the
microphone and quoted Article I, Section 10 of the U.S.
Constitution which summed it all up perfectly. It forbids
cities and counties to have such alliances with any
groups outside the US Government. To use the word
alliance is to describe the active, accountable relationship that an ICLEI charter member engages in with this
globalist NGO would greatly understate this treasonous
dynamic because ICLEI intent is to influence all meaningful policy and decisions on the planet. You wouldn't
think a well meaning public official would need a piece
of paper to remind them of their sworn allegiance, but
Cotati does. Interests foreign to our republic undermining our well being, our property rights, and our sovereignty is EXACTLY what ICLEI is about.
The city council ignored our grievances by failing to
verbally respond. Council member Mark Landman's
attempted only to marginalize the group by simply referring to us as "Tea Partiers" which solicited an angry response from some Democrats in the group who complained how dare he make such accusations. Applause
for the speakers rang out. This was followed by some
whispering among the protesters and some sign waving.
Mayor Harvey, visibly upset with the group for exercising their legal rights to simply whisper between themselves, abruptly and without warning decided to call a
recess. Harvey apparently and without just cause demanded complete silence in the room in order to proceed further and in patronizing the citizens further called
for a 15 minute time out which was completely uncalled
for and utterly ridiculous. Harvey then went and hid in
the kitchen for 15 minutes before returning to the meeting.
City Manager Thompson then played a card that has
become a very popular ploy this year to defuse and distract citizens from this highly charged issue. She told the
public that Cotati was no longer a DUES PAYING
member of ICLEI. This didn't fool the audience one bit
as we've come recognize this as the same M.O. employed in ICLEI charters across America lately. Sebastopol and Santa Rosa have said the same thing now for
some time trying to defuse the situation and appease the
angry crowds. ICLEI knows that local government's engagement with them is rogue and not on solid
legal Constitutional ground. This is obviously a tool to

'deal' with angry and concerned citizens. We requested
Thompson provide some proof that Cotati has completely disassociated itself with ICLEI and all organizations and programs in line with ICLEI directives.
Thompson has yet to respond. Every municipal contract with a consultant, contractor or vendor has a
paper trail adopting or terminating the agreement. No
reply or documentation was forthcoming to that effect.
We will be generating a Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request pursuant to same.
We know that Cotati officials and their planning commissioners attend all these MTC meetings, OneBayAreaPlan workshops, ABAG meetings, BAAQMD meetings, etc, and are still acting as agents for this one world
agenda. They are Hell bent on continuing their involvement with all this Smart Growth implementations
which leads us to this city roundabout issue.
The city and their far left city staff still won't drop their
silly roundabout plan in light of the fact it is hugely unpopular and continues to make Cotati the laughing stock
of the county.
Press Democrat reporter Jeremy Hay was present at
the July 5th council meeting and demonstrated the
newspaper's bias again by not reporting one word pursuant to Cotati being served with legal Misprision of Treason documents as if this is some kind of a joke.
One might think a local government being served with
treason by prominent citizens who are landowners is
newsworthy, but evidently not for Jeremy Hay or his
editors at the Press Democrat.

- Elimination, reduction and manipulation of parking as
much as possible to encourage more public transportation or walking.
- Wide sidewalks that can include easement/setback takings imposed on property owners.
- Lots of obtrusive crosswalks.
Characteristics like traffic count, ingress and parking are
familiar to people associated with commercial real estate
and retailers like Oliver's because they know what it
represents in terms of commercial success, value and
sound investment. So does ICLEI.
A full implementation of the model would ultimately
eliminate the local private property ownership in favor
of Smart Growth live/work 'Mixed-Use' development
owned by 'Stakeholders' chosen by government and subsidized by tax payers under the guise of 'Affordable
Housing', which is another term for 'Smart
Growth'. (Note: Redevelopment was a funding mechanism for Smart Growth, which siphoned off tax revenue from the county and school districts at the detriment
of traditional municipal services and making it impossible to grow a free market economy/tax base when in
place, it included an eminent domain provision as well,
ICLEI towns are still in mourning).
The Smart Growth model has little or no setbacks, with buildings right next to the sidewalk. Very
little or no parking behind or underneath these 'Transit
Village' gulags. Understand that eventually it is Agenda
21's goal is to have no traditional residential areas such
as single family homes or private property outside the
'Transportation Corridor' which extends a half mile from
railway lines. They might call this a “Livable Community” but we don’t. It’s really a curse and cruel hoax on
a community and nothing more. The traffic roundabouts
accomplish a few things. Other than an excuse to spend
other people’s money, often borrowed from abroad or
printed out of thin air, ICLEI directives deliberately create an unsafe situation that contributes to a serious divide between cyclists, pedestrians and motorists fostering a resentment and divide as road designs continue
to paint the dangerous merging of cars, bikes and pedestrians as unhealthy. Roundabouts still have crosswalks,
but instead of having a mandatory stop, the motorist is
often trying to merge onto the counter clockwise traffic
taking his attention away from someone on foot especially if they're entering the roadway from the driver's
right.
Roundabouts also damage a private property owner
who paid a premium for a commercial corner location as
it provided a captive audience for his/her retail exposure. I believe they also acclimate the citizens to having
their town reconfigured at will by government. It’s a
show of force, heisting their leg on what you thought
was your town, your territory. Complete Streets are another socially engineered hard-scape that public officials
are basically extorted into implementing. There are approximately 500 'Complete Street' projects in our country which coincides with the number of active ICLEI
Charters currently in place. Coincidence???
So, as you might have gathered, there's much more to
traffic roundabouts than an illogical way to waste taxpayer money. So, in your travels look and recognize the
faux quaint Disneyland stack 'n pack housing projects.
Recognize the huge bike lanes and narrow streets commercial trucks can hardly navigate. Hopefully you'll
recognize the earmarks of a town that was taken over by
the brainwashed and irresponsible in power.
Thanks to the efforts of some enlightened and engaged
neighbors who actually care about Cotati and see the
handwriting on the wall, this silly roundabout plan will
be on the ballot. Although by addressing a symptom, not
the disease, this should speak to how locals feel about
this unprecedented brand of 'change' some have in store
for you. There's that word again.

So what are traffic roundabouts really all about? It has
nothing to do with traffic calming or economic development. It’s all about social engineering, control, grant
funding opportunities to put a phony face on the fact
Cotati doesn’t have a pot to urinate in let along roundabouts. They are leasing police cars for God’s sakes so
the banks can repossess them one day when they file for
bankruptcy Chapter 9. Actually ICLEI has a name for
the kind of streets they incentivize (extort) their charter
members to install. They're called “Complete
Streets”. Here's one citizen's description of Complete
Streets, merchants along Old Redwood Hwy. can tell us
if this rings a bell.
Here’s an example. Say you have a major five lane
thoroughfare like you do with Old Redwood Highway in
Cotati. It’s been the same five lane configuration for
decades (two lanes in each direction and a center turn
out lane which doubles as a way for fire trucks to get
through just in case...). The street is lined with businesses that are owned by, or pay premium rents based
the street’s traffic count, accessibility, the amount of
customer parking, and the street's long term investment
potential. Then the ignorant city leaders adopts an
ICLEI Charter. They'll seek to change all that forever,
often referring to the current redesign to narrow putting
the street on a “Traffic Diet”. Sounds good, right? We
should all go on a diet. What this really means is putting the town on a business diet. To meet ICLEI's definition of what OUR towns should look like, public officials want to:
- Reduce the street to from 5 to 2 lanes
- Plant dozens of trees down the center of the street for
the birdies and more leaves for city workers to clean up.
- Small roundabouts' replacing traditional intersections. You can contact Jim Bennett: jamben143@yahoo.com
- Install a large median strip down the middle of the
highway making it impossible to turn into businesses
(damaging businesses and their values by preventing left
turn access).
- Create large prominent bike lanes that end at roundabouts causing bicycle onto the sidewalks.
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Fire Tax Increase Couldn’t
Come at a Worse Time for Many

September, 2012
And they have no unfunded pension liability for firefighters. Zero.
What will it cost you and me to keep all three stations
open 24/7? An additional parcel tax of $60 per year (or
an additional 12 cents per day). It lasts for eight years.

(From Page One)

They say they need the additional money to fill more
than a $177.000 budget shortfall. They claim if the new
tax increase is approved by the voters, any money left
over will be set aside in a capital improvement fund for
new fire trucks in the future because to date, they haven’t
been saving any money for replacement vehicles of any
kind claiming having no funds to do so.
Critics argue the fire district deliberately put themselves
in this predicament by giving lavish salary and benefit
increases to firefighters over the years at the expense of
not saving prudently for capital improvements such as
new fire trucks and maintaining the fire station properly.
In essence, they bargained away the funds to appease the
rank and file firefighters. For many years now, the Cotati fire station has been suffering from a lack of basic
maintenance as seen from peeling paint and the wood
siding literally coming loose from the outside of the
building and allowing water to penetrate the building.
This problem alone has been on their radar for a decade
and continues to be an eyesore in the center of town.
Even the late Mayor Bob Coleman offered to come down
and help with the repairs, but he was turned down, and
maybe for good reason. Men and women over 70 years
old twenty feet in the air painting fire stations comes
with some serious legal and liability issues for both the
city and the fire department.
It was brought up to the fire board members that President Obama has said raising taxes during a recession is a
really bad idea because it hurts chances for an economic
recovery. But the board was defiant, some arguing they
didn’t have a choice, that they were backed up against
the wall and simply want the people to decide if the
RAFD can have another estimated $450,000 that is estimated to be brought in if the parcel tax increase passes at
the ballot box. The board also chose not to cut salaries
and benefits further, and will take their message that
higher taxes are necessary to the ballot first before exploring the possibility of lower wages and salaries for
department staff. Counter-opinion follows immediately
below:

The One Tax Measure That
Actually Deserves Your Vote
Opinion by Greg Karraker

For years, governments of all sizes have been asking
you for more money, and most sensible people see these
requests for the bad idea that they are. Just look at Cotati.
They asked for more sales tax so they could protect the
police, then didn’t add one new officer, but ran out and
hired a new “Community Development Director” for
$125,000 per year.
This year, Jerry Brown wants to raise your taxes to dig
out of the state’s financial hole, but first, he’ll waste a
fresh $3.6 billion of your money on “high-speed rail”
from Bakersfield to Madera, CA.
So you can’t blame me for voting against every bad tax
increase that comes along. But right here in our back
yard, there’s one tax measure that’s good for everybody,
and small enough not to hurt.

Why everyone should support Measure Z,
even tax-hating conservatives.
Measure Z will let the Rancho Adobe Fire District
keep delivering their high level of service.
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Barich will try to bring diversity
back to City Hall, if elected
(from Page One)

Chris Meyers, longtime friend of Barich said this about
him;
“Quitters never win, and winners never quit... I have
You may have heard about another fire tax. The state
never met any elected official, past or present, who will
just announced that some rural residents outside the city
speak to you in plain English like George will. He
limits will get a bill from the state for $150, called a “Cal speaks from the heart, and goes out of his way to explain
Fire Fee.” It won’t affect most readers of this paper, and
things. He doesn’t sit there and size you up for who you
the Rancho Adobe Fire District won’t get a cent of it.
are, or what you own, and is definitely not the kind of
guy to tell you what you want to hear. He picks up his
As RAFD Chief Frank Treanor recently told the Press phone without looking to see who it is, answers people’s
Democrat, this surprise $150 fee from the state is “really questions with compassion, takes his time with you,
bad business, and it's especially bad business for me, be- spends hours returning everybody’s emails, and is comcause it makes it very difficult for me to manage the asmitted to putting the town back on a firm financial footsets here, with boots on the ground, and to manage the
ing. The man is a breath of fresh air to so many people I
talk to. George doesn’t sugarcoat anything for anybody.
fire services and medical services to people in the disIt’s just not in his DNA. He’s not your ordinary talk out
tricts.”
of both sides of your mouth kind of guy who has his
hands out to everybody. George refuses to play politics
Vote YES on Z
as usual and for that reason has made his enemies. People who love him and respect him know he is the real
For all these reasons, I’m going to vote Yes on Measdeal. It’s also why the other newspapers won’t ever supure Z on November 6th because it’s the one tax increase
port him, and why his political opponents want to destroy
that is actually worthwhile. In the spirit of full disclosure, him. Barich breaks the mold. His opponents and many
my wife, Kathryn Wickstrom, is Chairwoman of the Yes city employees feel threatened as they should, plain and
on Z campaign, and I support her efforts 300%. Please
simple. To the uber left in Cotati, and to those who are
join her and me in supporting our local firefighters, and
living fat on the taxpayer’s dime, Barich is dangerous.”
give them your vote. They’ve earned it.
Greg Karraker, who lives just outside Cotati and writes
____________________________________________ for this newspaper frequently, said, “I got to know
George about three years ago. I had spent years wondering why so much of Downtown Cotati looks like a rust
belt nightmare, but figured it was just naturally poor.
Then, one day I saw an article about George in the Press
Democrat, so I got in touch with him. We met for coffee,
and in about an hour I understood that the real root of
By Irene Hilsendager
Cotati’s problems is an ultra-liberal city council and staff
who have literally planned this town to death with the
Downtown Specific Plan, and the new roundabout plan
Fred Reed will celebrate his 30 year anniversary in
that virtually guarantee nothing will ever be built here
the same location in Cotati, CA on Sept. 15, 2012.
unless it’s approved by a crew of bureaucrats who don’t
Reed went to barber college in San Francisco and behave a clue how business works.”
fore moving to the 6811 Redwood Dr., Suite G Cotati
location, Reed opened shop in a little 198 square foot
Karraker further stated, “My wife and I started going to
store front in the Crossroads Shopping Center located
city council meetings and saw the leadership of this town
at the corner of Gravenstein Hwy. and Old Redwood
as misguided, narrow-minded, and just plain nasty. Since
Hwy.
then, I’ve seen George lied about, marginalized, and have
worked with him on the losing side of three elections.
Maybe I’m just a damn jinx. But seriously, quitter is not
in the guy’s dictionary. The current leadership of this
town is a microcosm of what’s wrong with the leadership
of this country. George sees that and is determined to
change it, no matter what the personal cost. Between the
hard work of publishing this paper, and the harder work
of keeping an eye on City Hall’s many blunders, it’s
amazing he doesn’t give up on this town like so many
others have.”

Cotati barber at same
location for 30 years!

Fred was born and raised in the Petaluma and
Penngrove area. His father, Royal Reed, also was a
barber in Petaluma, and before his demise in Sebastopol. Brother, Mark Reed is also a barber (Razor’s
Edge) in Sebastopol, and even Fred’s ex-wife has a
barber degree. Seems to run in the family!
Reed is a single father of two sons. His shop is located in Cotati but Fred lives only two blocks in
Rohnert Park; therefore he can very easily walk to
work. No, and his sons are not barbers.
Fred operates by appointments only. His philosophy
is “Make an appointment and you are out of the barber
chair in 15 to 20 minute; no need to sit around and
wait.” Reed’s head sort of swiveled when asked how
many haircuts he has given in 37 ½ years. Giving some
odd figures, it came out to probably over a million
heads that he has trimmed and groomed.
If you are in need of a great haircut or shave, call
707-795-9117 and make an appointment and talk about
all of the antiques he has hanging on the walls.

“Does he get frustrated? Absolutely? Can he be blunt?
Unquestionably. But when our city and our country face
a real crisis, fake civility is a real disservice to everyone
concerned. In the British Parliament, they have some of
the loudest, most contentious debates imaginable, but
their noisy sparring has produced some of the greatest
leaders in history,” says Karraker.
“This Fall, Barich will be involved in two campaigns:
His run for council, and his support of Measure U, the
anti-roundabout campaign. He’s got my help and endorsement on both…. There’s only one thing wrong with
this picture. In a perfect world, Cotati needs at least three
Barichs on the city council, but so far, there’s only one.
Like I say, that’s not perfect, but it’s a start.” Karraker
concluded.
Barich makes the claim that Cotati is in a serious state
of decline and has been suffering under years of mismanagement, apathy, and complacency. City Hall has taken
their eyes off the ball as to what the real priorities should
be and have preoccupied themselves with a host of feel
good, expensive projects and workshops that have been
for the most part a huge waste of time and money. The
Municipal Code is obsolete and in serious need of a facelift. City Hall itself is very old and has outlived it’s usefulness; it’s unsafe and won’t withstand even a moderate
earthquake. The city has unfunded liabilities and operates on a dishonest city budget which will come back to
haunt the city if not addressed.
Barich says, “I am running for public office again because the incumbents simply can’t be trusted and are out
of touch with reality. Cotati must have a healthy cash
reserve and a realistic operating budget and can’t wait.
City Hall continues to blame everybody else for their
problems except themselves. Someone has to be the
adult in the room to say enough is enough.”

They’ve been cutting their budgets, holding off raises,
and taking smaller pensions, but they’re between a rock
and a hard place. A good part of their budget comes from
property tax, and they haven’t raised their share of it in
19 years. Because property values are in the tank, so is
their budget. In 2012, they’ll wind up with a $177,000
deficit.

“City Hall needs whistleblowers as much as it needs
cheerleaders. Council meetings that end in 45 minutes or
less reveal a city that is at a loss for solutions. There is
no reason that in these tough economic times we should
not be spending more time putting our thinking caps on,
not rushing out the door to go home. The city has no
fresh ideas other than to ban more things in Cotati and
pass more anti-business regulations. When even the legitimate massage parlors are closing down, that’s not a
good sign”, says Barich.

So far, they’ve been able to give everyone in the district a three-minute average response time by keeping all
three stations open 24/7: Downtown Cotati, Penngrove,
and Liberty Valley. But without our help, they’ll have to
cut back by 25%. That means that every day of the week,
they’ll have to close one of the three stations. That will
greatly increase the current three minute response time.

What they’ve cut already
Compared to other governments that waste millions on
overpaid staff and useless studies, Rancho Adobe Fire
District respects the hard-earned money you pay them,
and takes good care of it.
They have already cut expenses by 25%. Their average
salaries are 22% lower than neighboring districts. They
have not approved any salary increases in four of the past
five years. Their retirement system is 1/3 lower than
other pension plans in Sonoma County.

1475 West Sierra Ave, Cotati, CA.

“I know how to reach across the isle to work with the
opposition when possible. However, a town that sits
back and plans, schemes, and salivates over the possibility of more bailouts, more state and federal grants, or
even taxing the community more is a town with a terminal illness. That’s not a sustainable city. That’s a recipe
for disaster. I can’t think of a better way to bankrupt a
city than to concentrate on freeloading as a real business
plan... I don’t think that politicians buying another Cotati
city council race will end well for Cotati either. Candidates who are in the back pocket of our police officers
and city employees should be exposed.
The challenge for me, if elected, is to stay true to my
convictions and my campaign promises as much as humanly possible, to resist the urge to play politics, resist
the threats to go along to get along which is not what this
country was built on AT ALL. I have a duty to both the
city and the community to offer a voice of reason, challenge my colleagues on the council to think outside the
box, and get them to practice some tolerance.”

The Cotati Independent
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Forcing Roundabouts on a community that
don’t want them, and can’t afford them

Susan Harvey
Janet Orc
hard
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These People are Out of Money, Out of
Realistic Ideas, and Out of Their Minds!
“Remember Who Voted Against Roundabouts and
the Silly $73 Million Cotati Downtown Specific Plan”
Councilman, George Barich
Cotati has not one dime budgeted for roundabouts.
Yet, city officials claim they will find the money somewhere
and are defiant. Do they think we are fools?
It will take another twenty years to pay off our 22 million dollar
Cotati police station because they borrowed, rather than
saved. Who are they kidding ?
This city council refuses to televise the city council meetings.
Yet the money given to the city by the cable company to do it
has been sitting in the budget for nine years doing nothing despite my complaints they put the system in for the sake of the
citizens. They don’t want to be televised and want to keep
Cotati citizens like you in the dark as much as possible. Their
track record proves it.

Let’s get Cotati back on track

Professional Handyman Services
By Mark Hjelden
Accomplished, Professional, Detailed Results
Carpentry, electrical, plumbing, fencing, tile, windows,
doors, moving, painting and more.
“I have a track record of working well within budgets and exceeding expectations. I am result-oriented with the ability to coordinate multiple
projects successfully.”

707-775-1107

Email: mark_hjelden@yahoo.com

It’s time for real leadership

